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Understanding Your Bible

God has spoken to men through the Bible. This is the very basis of Christian
belief, There is one most important truth; unless you understand the Word of
God, you cannot know the Will of God. Unless you know the Will of God you can
not know whether you are following God as you should., Unless, you know your-
self, what the Will of God is, then you have nothing to base your!! salvation
on. You cennot honestly say, "I am saved," because you do not know!!!

Too much cannot be said about the importance of study and understanding of the
Word of God, Our very salvation depends upon it. Have you really thought of
what you have read so far? Read it again and think on it, What is your sal-
vation based upon? Can you honestly say, the Word of God? If your answer is
yes, then can you say—"I have studied the word of God and I understand what
God expects of me?"

We should be able to see that everything hinges on understanding., If we can-
not understand what we are reading, then it is doing ue little good. Bible
reading will do us little good, it is Bible understanding, study, and inves-
tigation that will lead us to the understanding of God's will, "Therefore do
not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is." (Ephesians 5:17)

Paul said: "For we write you nothing but what you can read and understand." I
am sure that you can see that we have no excuse for not studying our Bibles..

It is most important that we have a2 Bible that we can understand. Today most
all farmers have modern tractors end equipment which replaced the 0ld horse &
and plow. Why did they get this new equipment? Not because the o0ld plow and
horse would not do the job, but because the new would do it better and quick-
er. Why did women quit using the socrub board? Because they found better and
easier ways. This is true also with Bibles., When the King James or Authoriz-
ed Version was written many years ago it was good—for that day. We no long-
er use "thou" or "ye", this langumge went with the o0ld horse and plow and the
old wash board. The King James Version like the old wash board will do the
Job, but the new Revised Versions will do the job better, easier, and will be
more easy to understand. NMany words used during the days of the King James—
or Authorized Version have completely changed in meaning, As you study this
Course you will see such words. If you continue this Course to the end, you no
longer will use a King James Version of the Bible.

QUESTIONS:

l. What are we if we do not understand 10, What is truth? (Johm 17:17)e.es.
the Will of God? (Ephesians 5:17).. 11, How can you know that Jesus is

2, Whet will study meke us?(John 8:32) from God? (John 7:16, 17).

3. What is eternal life? (Johm 17:3).. 12, Who are the only two classes of

4, Why were some things written? (John people who cannot understand the
20:88). 9] Bible? (2 Peter 3:16).

5. How should we live? (Matthew 4:4)., 13, Can you understand? (2 Cor.1:13)
6, What did some Jews do? (Acts 17:11) 14, Will prayer help us understand ?

7. Why did they do this? (James 1:5).
8., What happens to those who reject the 15, How should Christians advance in
truth of God? (2 Thess. 2:10 and 11) faith and understanding?(Hebrews
9, How can we be approved by God? (II 6:1),
Timothy 2:15). 16, Who are blessed? (Matthew 5:6)..

You have completed Lesson No, B-l,"UNDERSTANDING YOUR BIBLE", It will be re-
turned to you after grading, with Lesson No. B-2.
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Along with a Bible that we can understand we must have a genuine, intense love
for the truth—a sincere, honest desire to know the will of God. Where we find
the love of truth existing there can be no prejudice, for the prejudiced mind
is at enmity with the truth. The person who loves truth and righteousness is
constantly reminded as he reads his Bible, to "Let God be found true, but every
men e liar." (Romans 3:4),

Shall we never forget that without love of the truth, long hours spent in read-
ing the Bible will avail little or nothing in bringing to any person the truth
and understanding of the divine will. Carefully read Luke 8:10-15.

Now let us study the Bible, and Bible words. Our first word will be the word:

CONVERSATION, which means bebhavior. The word conversation in the King Jameg—
or Authorized Version always refers to conduct, behavior, or manner of life...
and is never used in the sense that it is today to mean "talk", Words change,
and as they do we must have a Bible that uses the correct words, along with
their proper meanings, or we have confusion., A very good example of this can
be found by turning to 1 Peter 3:1-2, in a King James Version, Here we find
the word conversation used—and misunderstood. Too many read this and give it
a literal meaning, without knowing the true meaning of the word, The Reviged
Standard Version has corrected these verses to read as follows: "Likewise you
wives, be submissive to your husbands, so that some, though they do not  obey
the word, may be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, when they
see your reverent and chaste behavior." (I Peter 3:1-2). So you see that hus~
bands can be won, not by conversation, but by example or "chaste behavior",

A PECULIAR PEOPLE, which means, God's own people. The word "peculiar" is used
today to mean odd or eccentric, but it did not have that meaning in 1611. The
word meant "one's very own," and was applied to private personsl property a8
distinguished from what is owned in common. We note in the King James Version
that we are "e peculiar people" while the Revised Standard Version has correct-
ed this to read that we are "God's own people". (I Peter 2:9), Also we find in
Titus 2:14 that the Revised Standard Version has corrected this verse to read
"a people of his own" rather than "a peculiar people" as translated inm the
King James Version.

MANY MANSIONS, which means, rooms, or a place to stay. The Greek word whichit
translates 1s mone, which comes from the verb meno, to stay or abide. In the
Iatin the noun is mansio, from the verb maneo, which means to stay or ablde..,
Jesus simply promised his disciples a place to dwell in his Father's house, If
you will turn to John 14:2 and read it carefully (If you use a Xing James Ver~
sion, then correect mansions to read rooms), them turn to the 2%rd verse where
the same Greek word (mone) is used. The King James translators did not trans-
late it to read mansions in this verse, they used the word "abode" and the RSV
translated it "home". So you can see that it means a place to stay or abode,.

OFFEND, which means, cause to sin, The Greek noun Skandalon means a trap, or
snare, and the Greek verb Skandalizo means to place something in another's way
which would cause him to stumble or fall or sin. These Greek words are used in
the verses we are to study and the correct translations will be shown. "If thy
right eye offend thee, pluck it out...And if thy right hand offend thee, cut if
off" (Matthew 5:29,305 has been translated in the Revised Standard Version to
read: "If your right eye causes you to sin, pluck it out...And if your =right
hand causes you to sin, cut it off". (Also see Matt, 18:8,9 & Mark 9:43,45, &
47), The King James translates Matthew 18:6 as follows: "Whoso shall offend
one of these little ones which believe in me, it were better for him that a..!
now begins in the RSV "whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in
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Understanding Your Bible

We will continue our study of words in this lesson. Our next lessons are to
cover studies of various Bible subjects.

Master, means Teacher. The Greek word for "teach" is "didasko” and the word

or "Teacher" is "Didaskalos", The word "didasko" (for teach) describes in
detail just what our Lord did while on earth and appears 97 times in the New
Testament, in fact it is used more times than the word "heal', When Jesus
lived on earth he chose.the role of teacher, and this is what the Bible des-
cribes him as. People spoke of him as such, and they addressed him so. We
find that the King James Version hides this faet from its American readers.
The reason that this fact is hidden is that teachers were and are called by
the name "mester"” in England. Forty-one times the King James Version uses the
word master, which the Revised Standard Version has corrected, using rather
the word teacher, which correctly describes what Jesus was,

Respecter, means, not partial. Turning to Acts 10:34 in the King James, we
see that "God is no respecter of persons.” The Greek word which is trans-
lated "respecter of persons"™ means “"acceptor of the face®, This text along
with others using similar words means that God does not regard mere exter-
nals., (Please carefully read James 2:1-9 for a good example of what the ex—
pression means to us). The Revised Standard Version has corrected this +o
read "God shows no partiality." This is also in agreement with the version
of William Tyndale, whose translation was "God is not partial."

Meat, means food. The word meat is used in the King James Version of the
0ld Testament for food in general. Jesus' question when he revealed him-~
self to his disciples at the Sea of Tiberias, "Have ye any meat?" correctly
reads, "Have you any fish?" So, we see that this meaning was ocarried over
into the New Testement by the King James translators. These translators it
seems, did not know that the Greek noun in this question was always used for
fish, the chief delicacy of the Athenians,

Meat Offering, means meal offering. The meat offering is mentioned more

an times in the 0ld Testament of the King James Version, yet it ocon-
tained no flesh; it consisted of fine flour or meal, and oil. It was a
"meal~-offering” (Revised Version) or "gereal-offering"™ (Revised Standard)..
The prostitution of this offering to the worship of idols is the burden of
God's accusation of Jerusalem in Ezekiel 16:19: "My meat also which I gave
thee, fine flour, and o0il, and honey, wherewith I fed thee, thou hast even
set 1t before them for a sweet savour."™ The Revised Standard Version reads
"Also my bread which I gave you—I fed you with fine flour and oil and honey
—you set before them for a pleasing odor."

QUESTIONS ¢

1. What did Jesus do in the cities? (Matthew 11:1)

2, What does Mark say of the Lord in Mark 4:1, 27

3. What did some of the Pharisees and Herodians call Jesus in Mark 12:14?
4, What grave responsibility did Jesus lay on a&ll Christiens in Matt.28:20%
5. How important was teaching in the early Christian Church? (I Cor. 12:28)
6. What is a Christian supposed to be able to do? (II Timothy 2:24),

7. What is a main requisite of being an Elder? (I Timothy 3:2).

8, God shows no partiality, but who does he accept? (Acts 10:35),

9, When God looks at man, by what does he judge that man?
10. What are you doing when you show partiality to anyone? (Jemes 2:9),
11, What is the "Royal Law"? (James 2:8),
12, What could be the cause of & brothers falling? (I Corinthians 8:13).

You have completed Lesson No. B-3, It will be graded and returned to you
with Lesson No, B-4, If you know of others who would like to take thls new
Course, send us their names and addresses. Don't forget to mention that we
have Courses for New Christians, as well as those for who are not members of
the church.
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WHEN OUR BROTHER ERRS

CHURCH DISCIPLINE ~ Something we almost never see in the Lord's Church any-
more, yet it was taught by Paul as a necessary part of the operation of the
Church, to keep it pure. Why is it disappearing? Pollowlng are some of the
reasons why we almost never see Church Discipline anymore.

There are those in the churech today who believe that when a brother errs he
should be severed from fellowship, while an even larger group believe that
nothing should be done at the time. They feel that these who err will cor-
rect themselves, or something will be said in a lesson that will bring them
around.

Others take the attitude that 1t is none of their business; let someone else
correct the brother, and within this group are those who turn their backs to
error. They feel that if they don't know about it they don't have to do
anything about it.

Then we have the group that are the "eclick" and what the "elick™ does is all
right., If a faithful brother would attempt to correct one erring in this
group he is given the cold shoulder by those of the "olick".

We have others who are too timid to say anything to an erring brother, let-
ting his brother go further into error, and maybe so far as to leave the
lord's Church., We have those who would correct erring brethren, but they
don't know how, for they hdve not studied the Word of God on this subject.

I have found that most of the brethren don't know what Christ and Paul did
teach on this subject of the erring brother,

If you were to meet a brother from another town and he told you that he had
not seen 2 Baptism in his home congregation for two years, you would know
that there was something wrong with that Church. Well, beloved, if youknow
of & church that has no Church Discipline you know a Church that can  have
trouble; such a Church can become sick with sin and division.

QUESTIONS:

1, If one of the brethren is overtaken in sin, who should restore him?{Gal.
6:1). How should they restore him?

2, If & brother wrongs you, what should you do? (Matthew 18:15),

3, Should you discuss it with others, or ask advice of others? (Matt.18:15)

4, What should you do if he does not listen to you? (Matt. 18:16, 17; Lev..
19:17; Deunt. 19:15),

5. What are we to do regarding a brother who does not obey the doetrines of
Christ? (2 Thess. 3:14).

6., Why is it so necessary not to associate with such brethren?

7. How should we treat those who cause divisions and offenses? (Rom, 16:17;

8. Are we to treat such persons as our enemies? (2 Thess. 3:15; Lev, 19:17

9, Did Paul tell us to use our own judgment as %o whether we wish to asso-
clate with such erring brethren? (II Thess. 3:6).

10, What should we do about a brother who is factious whom we have corrected
once or twice? (Titus 3:10).

11, VWhat does Paul tell the Elders to do with such brethren who continue in
sin and just won't correct his faults? (I Timothy 5:20),

12, We find in I Cor. 5:1-13, great sin in the Church, sin of the worst kind
that can be found in the Church., What was this great sin?

13, After reading I Cor. 5:1-13, can you not see how e Church can depart and
leave the teachings of Christ? How did the people act? Verse 2.

14, What did Pauwl say could happen to the whole church? Verses 6-8.

15, How are we to treat all erring brothers? Verse 1l.

You have completed Lesson Ko. B-4, It will be graded and returned to you
with Lesson No. B-5.
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HAVE MIRACLES CEASED?

A Miracle, as used in the Bible, is an act of God superseding a natural
law. It is not a work of nature, For example, it is very natural that
turtles are hatched from eggs, but if a turtle was hatched from a rock,
then it would be 2 miracle.

It is natural for a mother to have a child after the physical union of
man and wife, but the Virgin Birth of Jesus was not natural, it was a
miracle in that God set aside the natural law, (Matthew 1:18-25),

Have miracles ceased? Today there are millions of people, representing
many different religious bodies, who claim to believe that miracles are
being performed by God. These neople are being reached through various
means, such as; Television, Radio, Newspavers, Magazines, and Tracts, by
false teachers who claim to be filled with the Woly Spirit, and who say
they have the power to perform miracles, such as; healing the sick, see-
ing visions, speaking in tongues, preaching directly by inspiration,—
and even going so far as to elaim that they can raise the dead.

Many of us have heard, Oral Roberts, 0.L. Jaggers, The Plunketts,—and
many others claim that they can heal the sick and crippled. This is not
surprising, in view of the fact that even Roman Catholic priests elaim
to be able to heal the sick and raise the dead, and call demons out of
those possessed. Their accomplishments are through psychological means.

It is most important for our study to understand the various measures in
the operation of the Moly Spirit; for it is only through the Spirit's
influence that individuals have been able to perform miracles by power
from God. Jesus had the Spirit in an unlimited extent (John 3:34—35),
All the miracles of Jesus, whether healing the sick or the miracle of
inspiration, were performed through the influence of the Holy Spirit.

We find in ILuke 4:18,19 that Jesus applies to himself a passage from the
book of Isaiah, & prophecy which sets forth the power of the Spirit in
his life: "The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, Because he anointed me to
preach good tidings to the poor: He hath sent me to proclaim release to
the captives, and recovering of the sight of the blind, To set at 1ib~
erty them that are brulsed, To proclaim the ascceptable year of the Lord."

QUESTIONS:

1, By what did Jesus cast out demons? (Matthew 12:28),

2. What is the basic purpose of the Lord's miracles? (John 20:30,31).

3. What did Jesus tell the Apostles they would be baptized in?(Acts 1:5)

4, When did this come about? (Acts 2:1-4),

5. What did the Holy Spirit give the Apostles the power to do? (Acts 2:
43 3:6-8; 9:%56-41).

6. Those today who claim to be able to perform miracles, also claim to
have been baptized with the Holy Spirit. Could this be true? (Eph.4
:4,5; Matthew 28:18-20).

7. What was the Holy Spirit to teach the Apostles? (John 14:26).

8, In what was the Holy Spirit to guide the Apostles? (John 16:13).

9. If modern miracle workers had received the baptism of the Holy Spirit
as they claim, then they would be infallible as were the Apostles.—
Could any man today know all things of God and know all truth?

10, How was the Holy Spirit imparted to some? (Acts 8:17,18; 10:6).

11, Did they receive the full power of the Spirit as the Apostles posses-
sed(I Corinthians 12:8-11)¢

12, What great miracle was known throushout all Joppa? (Acts 9:42),

13, VWhat did this miracle cause the veople to do?

14, If modern miracle healers and priests were able to raise the dead as
they claim, would it not be known throughout the whole world?

15. How many diseases was Jesus able to cure? (Matthew 9:35),

16. When unable to cure one diseased, modern miracle workers claim that,
"Their faith was not sufficient®". TIs anything said about faith on
;gegggrt of the Paralytic in Mark 2, or on the part of Malchus, Luke

17. What miracle.did .Jesus do.in Matthew.12:1-149

18, Have you ever seen or heard of a modern miracle worker replacing a
withered limb, or a limb that was missing?

19, How many spiritual gifts are mentioned in I Corinthisns 12:8-10%

20, What did Paul say would happen to these gifts in I Corinthians 13:8%?

21, VWhen did Paul say that this would happen? (I Corinthians 13:9,10),

22, What does every Christian have today in his possession which is per-
feet? (I Corinthians 13:10 and James 1:25).

23. Wnat does Paul say would follow the removal of these spiritual gifts
in I Corinthians 13%:13?

24, Paul said, "But now abideth...these three;"™ If the nine spiritual
gifts mentioned in I Cor. 12:8-10 were still in effect today, then—
would Paul not have said, "But Now abideth...these twelve;"?9%

You have completed Lesson No. NT 5. It will be graded and returned with
Lesson No. NT-6. If you have questions, write them down znd meil them.
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A LESSON ON PRAYER—

Prayer is 2 very important part of the Christian worship of God, yet it is
much misunderstood. It is so important, that without it you cannot get to
heaven,

Prayer is communication with God through Jesus Christ, Prayer is not only
communication between Our God and a Christian, it is (or should be) like a
Father-child relationship., We as Christians should kmow how to talk to Our
Father in Heaven.

We pray to God beocause we need God. No Christian can live a Christien life
and not have God's help., Our own strength is limited, but God's great, and
everlasting strength is not. We can draw on this great, unlimited, most
powerful strength. No matter how successful you are in life, no matter how
much good we do, no matter how intelligent we are, no matter how much of a
study of God's word we make, we continually stand in the need of God's ocare
and protection. Paul had this in mind when he commanded that we: - —"Pray
without ceasing." (I Thess. 5:17; Col. 4:2),

When we can realize that we are nothing without God, and that we have such
a desperate, urgent, and constant need for Our God, then prayer will become
a leading part of our lives. The Christian whose life is without prayer is
one whose life is without a sense of the need of God's help. We must have
e desire for God's help.

QUESTIONS:

l, Why can we go to our Heavenly Father with love? (I John 4:19).
2, Will God answer your prayers? (Mett., 21:22; Mark 11:24; James 1:6-8).
3. Will)God give you the things that you ask, if it be His will? (Matt. 7:
7-11).
4, What is so very important in the prayers we ask of God? (James 1:6-8).
5. Will God answer the prayer of the person who says, "Well, I'll ask God
in prayer, but there isn't much chance He'll answer me,"?({James 1:6).
6. What is very necessary in praying to our Almighty Heavenly Father?(Iuke
18:10-143 Jemes 4:10).
7. Wes Elijeh a men very much like any of the men today? (Jemes 5:17).
8., If we are in desperate need of the Lord's help, how should we pray?
(James 5:17).
9, Who helps us with our prayers and intercedes for us? (Romans 8:26,27).
10, In whose name should we offer all our prayers to God? (John 1l4:6; Col.
3:17; John 14:13,14),
11, Has Jesus promised to help with the Father in your needs? (John 14:14).
12, Has Z?e Lord understanding as to our needs and temptations? (Hebrews 4:
14-16).
13, Because He understands, what does it allow us to do? (Hebrews 4:16),
14, How should we offer thanks to God for our many blessings? (Col. 3:17).
15. What is required of us, that we might receive what we ask?(I John 3:22;
16. Will we recelve from God what it is not His will to give? (I John 5:14
17. If husbands mistreat, end fall to render love %o, their wives, will it
hinder their prayers? (I Peter 3:7).
18. If we ask the Lord for forgiveness of our sins, what is required of us?
(Matthew 16:14),
19, In what manner should we meke our requests known to God? (Phil. 4:6).
20, How is it possible to receive wisdom? (James 1:5),
21, Should we ask the Lord to protect us from temptations? (Metthew 26:41),.
22, Should we pray for all men? (I Timothy 2:1,2),

23, Should we pray for the leaders of the Church? (Hebrews 13:18),
24, Are we to pray for our enemies as well as our brethren? (Matt. 5:44).
25, What is God faithful to do if we confess our sins? (I John 1:9),

You have completed Lesson No, B-6. It will be graded and returned to you
with Lesson No., B-7. Send us the name and address of others who wish to
take this Course.
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the Sabbath?

Did you know thet Adam and Eve did not observe the Sabbath Day? Neither
did Nosh, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob observe the Sabbath Day! Despite what
some in the denominational world teach about the Sebbath, there is not a
word in the Blble telling us that anyone observed the Sebbath Day prior
to the time that the Sabbath was given to Moses on Mt., Sinai.

It is at this point that some will wonder about the reference in Genesis
2:12,3 and esk, "Well, was not the Sabbath known from the beginning?" Let
me answer this question by saying that Moses wrote the books of Genesis,
Exodus, ILeviticus, Numbers and Deuteronomy and he did not give these to
the Jewish Nation until after the Sabbath Day was given by God on MNount
Sinal, Previous to this time 1t was not known and that is the reason we
find that Adem and Eve, Noah, Abrazham, Isaac and Jacob did not obaserve
the Sabbath Day.

Prior to the glving of the Law of Moses there were meny different people
living on the earth, yet they were all ignorant that such & day ever did
exigt. The Sabbath was given only to the Jewish Wation, by Moses, along
with the Law of Moses. The Sabbath Day is the Seventh Day (Saturday) of
the week and it has never changed. The Jewish people stlill worship on
this dey, they have never changed, since the giving of the Sabbath Day.

The Christian Day of worship is the PFirst Day of the week. It was glven
to Christians by the Apostles and 1t has never changed, Of the group of
early Christiens that I could quote I have pilcked Justin Martyr, who said
in the year AD 145, "But Sunday is the day on which we hold our common
essembly, because 1t is the first day of the week and Jesus our Seviour
on the same day rose from the dead.®

The Sabbath Day was given soley to the Jews., It was never given, either
to Gentile or Christian, nor was it ever intended for anyone other +than
the Jewish Nation.

Anyone who clalms to be a Christian and then accepts the ten commendments
as their basie religious standard, have taken to themselves whet doesn't
rightfully belong to them.

QUESTIONS: PLEASE CAREFULLY STUDY AS YOU READ, AND THINK!

1. Carefully read Exodus 16:23,26,29, in which the word "sabbath" is for
the first time mentioned in the Bible. Is there anything said about
them "remembering® the Sabbath Day?

2, Read Nehemliah 9:13,14 carefully. To whom did God meke known His Holy
Sabbath?

3., Would God have made known to them something they already kmew?

4, Carefully read Egekiel 20:10-12, 1Is God reminding them of old laws &
sabbaths or giving them new laws and sabbaths?

5. Carefully read what Moses tells us in Deuteronomy 5:2,3. Who are the
"us" in these verses?

6. Had people previously been included in the 0ld Covenant (014 Law)?

7. Carefully read Deuteronomy 5:15., For whet reason were the Jews to
commemorate the Sabbath Day?

8. Thrmszgh v):ha.t period of time were the Jews to keep the Sabbath?(Exodus
31:16,17).

9, The Sabbath was 2 sign between what particular people and God?

10. Meny state that Exodus 31:16,17 commends "us" to continue to keep the
Sabbath Day even today. If this were true what other things would we
have to continue today? (Exodus 30:8; Exodus 29:42;) Please note that
the words "throughout your generations® are used in all references.

11, If Ohristians were to attempt to observe the Sabbath Day, today, and
violated it, what would be the penalty? (Exodus %1:15; Numbers 15:135)

12, Would it be possible to coaok on the Sabbath Day? (Exodus 35:13),

13. Did the Lord promise a "new govenant"” in which he would remove the 0ld
covenant? (Jeremiah 31:31-34),

14, Was the New Cévenant going to be like the 0ld Covenant? (Jer. 31:32),

15. Had ‘the 0ld@ Covenant been faultless would a New Covenant been needed?
(Hebrews 8:6,7).

16, Sabbatarians attempt to meke a distinction between what they call "the
law of God" and "the law of Moses”. Are they one and the same law?
(Nehemiah 811,8 and 10:29)

17. Paul tellsus in JI Corinthiane 3:5-14, now that we have received a new
covenant, which is of the spirit, the 6ld oovenant whioh killeth, that
was writ%en, and engraved on gstone was done away in who?

18, Those who follow the 0ld Lew and observe the Sabbath are following the
"letter that" does what? (II Corinthimns 3:6).

19. What dogs the Hebrew writer tell us happened to the old covenant? {(Hedb
10:9,10).,

20, Why wag the old "law of oommandments® abolished? (Ephesiens 2:14-16).

21, Where was the old law "nailed"? (Colossiens 2:13-17).

22, Singelwg are not under the law no men is to judge us as to what? (Col.
2:16,17).

23, Toda} we are to obey the commends of who, only? (Matthew 17:15),

You have completed Lesson B-7., It will be graded and returned to you with
Lesson No, B-8, If you have any questions, write them down and send them,
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Did Early Chistians Wse The Bible?

Today we find some who are attempting to discredit the authority of the New
Testament by making the cleim that it did not exist in the early Christian
Church, and that it is not our sole rule of faith.

The New Testament 1tself speaks against this type of logic, and in support of
what the New Testement says we have the early Christian writers.

The Romen Catholic church, for example, claims that during many years after
the death of Christ on the Cross, no New Testament existed. This is a true
statement, however for the first fifty years after the death of Christ the
New Testament was not needed because these people had the infallible Apost-~
les of Jesus Christ. However, the New Testament was being written, and much
of 1t was completed within 30 years after the death of Jesus., By the time
that the last Apostle died, the New Testament was completed, end was to be
used from thet day on, until the second comin% of Christ. Not one word can
be found in the New Testament telling us not %o obey what it instruets, it
speaks only of obeying the word of God &s written in its pages.

Hear what some early Christian writers say about the word of God, and when
the New Testament existed and was followed. These writers all lived during
the first three centuries after the death of Christ, from the first to the
third century.

Ireneaus wrote: "By no others have we come to the knowledge of the plan of
salvation, but those through whom the gospel came to us, which they then
preached, but afterwards by the will of God, delivered to us in the Scrip-
tures to be the foundation and the pillar of our faith." (Iren. adv. Haer.,
11b,III, c.i.).

Athanasiug, after listing the books of the New Testament, boldly stated:"..
In tnese ailone the dooctrine of true religion is proclaimed. ILet no one add
to them nor take away anything from them," (Athen. de Epist. Festal.). He
went further to state, "For, indeed, the holy and inspired Seriptures are
sufficient of themselves to make known the truth." (Athan. Orat, Arien.I,B)

Jerome teught, pointing to the Secriptures: "As we accept those things which
are wr%tten, so we reject those things which are not written." (Hieron.Adv.
Helvio).

Basil expressed the same belief: "Eo doubt it is a manifest falling away
from the faith, either to annul anything in the Scripture or to introduce
anything not in the Soripture" (Basil, De Fide, Garnier's Edition, II,313),
He further stated, "Those who are instructed in the Scriptures ought to test
the things that are taught by their teachers, and to receive what agrees...
and reject what is contrary." (Basil, Moralia, Reg. 72).

Lactantius held that, "...The faith consists of that which is contained in
The Divine Scriptures." (ILactant. Lib. V, Cap. 4).

Augustine stated: "Let us hear no more of ‘'you say,' or 'I say,' but let us
KRear a 'Thus saith the Lord'..." (August, Epist. Contr. Donat III,5). The
Roman Catholic church cannot say "Thus saith the Lord" to her doctines of:
Mery emd saints, purgatory, holy water, sign of the cross, the rosary, the
infallibility of the pope, or maeny other things not found in the Soriptures
of God.

g%ﬁxsostom says: "I beseech you all, weigh not what this man or that man think-
eth; but touching all these things, search the Scriptures."” (Chrys. II ad

Cor. Hom 3). In his Homily on II Thess. he asserted: "All things are clear
and glain"in the Holy Scriptures: All things necessary for us are there
manifest.

The Roman Catholic church claims that each of these early Christian writ-
ers are salnts in the Roman Catholic church.

QUESTIONS:

1., What did Paul write to the Church at Corinth? (II Corinthians 1:13).

2, Paul said that what he wrote was a command of whom? (I Cor. l4:37-39).

3. Poul was writing these instructions for what purpose? (I Tim. 3:14,15),

4, ghgz agggt those who refuse to obey what are in these letters? (II Thess

1 9 .

5« How did the Apostles contact many of the early churches?

6. Did Paul think his written instructions were safe for us? (Phil. 3:1).

7. Why did John write to Christians in the early church?(I John 2:1).

8. How did Jemes send out instructions? (Acts 15:19).

9. Did Paul say that written instructions should be read in all the Church-
es? (I Thess. 5:27).

10. Would he have commanded this if people could not understand?

11, Why did Paul write in the first place? (I Corinthians 4:14),

12, Did Paul think the written word would make Christians? (II Cor. 13:10).

13. Why did Jude write To Christians? (Jude 3).

14, How many times was the gospel of Christ %iven to Christians? When?

15, Give another reason that Peter wrote? (I Peter 5:12),

16. What is all Seripture good for? (1Ll Timothy 3:16,17).

17. Does the New Testament teach that written instructions were widely used
during the early church, while the Apostles were still here on earth?

18, Were Christians to follow the teachings of these writings?

19, Can you find any instruction in the New Testament that tells us to dis~-
continue obeying these instructions?

20, Whag of those who teach something else; than the apostles taught? (Gal.
1:9).

You have completed Lesson No. B-8., It will be graded and returned to you

with Lesson No., B-9. Have friends who are Roman Catholic? Send us their

names and addresses.
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Contending for the Faith
We have often been asked whethen u‘.azd a C/ur.utuzn thing to argue about neligious

Lerences, We have answen

ude said: "9 found it necessany o u//u.t u 2o coniand 2 the
%ﬂ-li/l. which wafoance for all d dels ?Z ﬁaud tells )&
lanﬁuag,t/w,tweme.tocontend,aaug,ug ﬁoat/n.etauz‘/zgx.vanub od.We
in Webster's Dictionany #hat contend meana angue, and if we turn e, we aee
it means to neadon on dispute, on o debate and diseuss, No w/z.m is
a‘/zem wwneutha.a auch as fight. Many b eveﬂta.t to
2 have a vmbal When pmple acd in this mannen it is

,o hand o see w/zme ey would be able 2o neason, You must have good,
controd of wunself #o disciss and o neason., Now #hat we have the propea expla-
nation of argue, idumn&meto;dbihehwtoﬂamlwo

T, Watson said: "Whosoever is afraid of Submitting queation, civil on ne-

u, 2o the Lesd of free discussion, is mone in dove with his oumopuuan.than
ith the 2uth,”  This

exp. why, ng with jusi pure J.nd(.,f,f there are
40 ,Zew /Laz,mu.a disenasions z‘mlay, en’ and free discussion would a’o more than
e in the world to dtuu.,fy ﬂz aeligious confusion in the world Zoduy.

Zewgmmmm:mjwynnuaﬁol, he that dares not is a coward; and

.7n. sdnessing the n ﬁ diberalian and enron, t/Le date B/wﬂzm ].
/ﬂ arvey once .au.d L?aedaualu.am will n.even. be supplani

2authe wuf/wui vigorous and pensietent cuAAwn. 0?

ua.valv No truth ever wes on ‘ever wle be inopag,a}.d i daying no aﬁou.t

non will ail oot 2 J, 2ruth’ say no at
ﬁl out .(.me/wwmﬁ,e f’/z.:‘pzpl.e wﬂw"dp ,ele foneven, t‘& if uafay noi/u.ng a-
the ernoneous Zeaching and /w.c.t«.ce o# youn neighbonas,

such a&.ffmmcu are just mene pll.e{e/z.
Paul left no erron unconnected, We m,u us him for our example in oun questionas.
QUESTIONS

1, What ane (hrniotiana command 40 do by (haied? /71 75 15).
2. What does 7ude inetnuct all C/uu.d.twrw b do? (Jude

3 Z%hzfd}ae d}uAe Paul as oun example, this agree wA.t/z. what Paul Zeaches?
4, What did ieadl. t Aects 1
& Uhat 42 Aome fal.aa e/w come eac/u.n.g,? ( w;}fﬂcta 15:2),

6, What did ?au,t do ag.a.uw.t a‘/z.e //ellmuta?
g. What was it Paul's custom 2o do in g,ue? (Acts 17:2)
E?;lw aré ;g

ﬁaimwm d with the false eachmg,ao,@z‘/mdeoédm/mm’jf‘éph. 5:71).

%auld 2 ge following Paul's example 20 ,&u.l connect a nﬁﬁ&oﬂ. on end.

g

0.

5 Ut e 5t Llects of Paul’ 7Zo/ad7 (Aeta
. W o 4

7 ene e @ G?J.H.ng.

;5'

76. l.j it g0 veny impontant all (hrietiana condend

You /Lz.ve campletad Lesson No. B-9. It will be graded and returned %o you along

esson N



'Cz,ridﬁan .ﬂn%wmaﬁon anfer Bible c:l;r:;?ndence

Post Office Box 603 Sioux Falls, S. Dak. Lesson No. B— 70

Birth Control

évm since "Population 6::;710 made its TV debut, ihe Roman Caz‘/wLu:
L:.r,? m who advocate Binth C ni.lwl, with ouch ead%
ﬁgeed of'? and "Binth (ontrol Advocates Are 'fnemies’”,
;j/riey make the da.zm the Aigom?l fomd againaeit God's t/z.e %u/ml dau”, i gude fon
ein dcnip: acking hapi eneais
aAbaythaiﬁumﬂuztgwhwoe%bdowMBMmcml, n.o:"a;a.m_ai. !
There is not one wond .m. the en,tuw uble, oud oa New Te,atmen},

the Roman Caiﬁam {o 5

gode. They have nothing {/wm the m/ul of qud ¢u /1. i/z.eut.
ible says rwt/wrg, 2 on

I amphlet written by #h wit Daniel A Lo "Speaking
B?A:ﬁpgﬁmol." clasa ;Amaiﬁi wz.v/;:l-n% uzn:ontaacepﬁvu with pros es alolﬁ
ens of joy".

From the booklet "Birth (ontrod" wnitten by "Fathen" Richard Gindea, editonofOua

Sunday Viaiton, a Roman (atholic weekly of dange cinculation, we nead: "This busi-
n.m of binth-control, #hen, has been. da.dm.,&.ed as no t/u.ng, more than mutual mas-

Zunbation, 4uzce it uwalveo 2he sondid act man innidating one an-

other Aaxual% any nelation %o i/z.e Aubj,eat of ﬂr.e action that God placed
foremost, " 60on wses the stony of Onan’ as its basis.

F, "Monals In Medicine” published in 1 nititen b uit Tho 5
iy e Ny O L vy Al
the begetting of children, 2hose who’ in exencising it a'eLmea,tely frustrate  its
naﬂma[powuandpmpodemag,una eandmmmdadeedwhccﬁua/tmeﬁd,
and inai vicioud,,.it ia evident that no physician can vuecoru‘/r.acep—
4ion, oamdoawbwctapataerdmmuae, mufZawtbeutg.gxu.U.y co-
operation in the sinful act of the patient.”

In Aevma,[ oiates, where gh. atholics /r.a.ve the control, it is imposasible 2o /Lecez\zs a

single word of az[w.ce on. e uAe of contraceptives fram youn docton, The w-
] eation was the Roman (atholic 2, "Montaignoa” §. ay  in
e "Question Box” ”0n. e of binth ‘controd informaiion in New Jonk hos~
pi 76 owned}, don'# mn—ﬁzuf/w ics have the civil ni infoamation,
M ai/wl,«.ca do bingo?"" "Monaignon” (o ened: "No on.e haa a
%L/ut/l. contnod is wrong...” This is e of the

Roman. aifw,&.c 3 and 4.# she had the powen %o enfonce her lmm we would have
{ on this aubject, and many othens,

.7t4/zould 6eo{u¢mea«ttoallz‘ogpm.{aom&.ble and_see whether

the Roman (atholic church has any seriptunal basis for hen M—B?Ju‘/:. (ontaod (odes

QUESTIONS : Before you atart the guutéaru read all of Genesis 38:1-30.

. W /uzd en. aman ?
Le et b Gpaned %o Lo Toan s fiagt bhushand? | {9”’““ 3‘3‘/.. ? (Geneais 38:8).

Z. hydtdhecnmzmdﬂu.a Orum_(enuujc?é’
, Was this the law of the in Omznl.l.val?meuie/whﬂ?%'ﬂ

5. This wg.a un as the Levirate Law, and was requined punpose? (Deuten-
6 o in iy rsping uith hat, Judah depndecd of Onan? (Geneais 35:8,26).
7..74te1:;4not?p eAealorﬂzeuiﬁ g/mumi255waA e great 4in, Zhe
8. %A z‘/aj:n daw even knnw when thu';oaza 'Zz/ce on ¢ eanth? (Mank 12:18-27).
9..7can. d’mlmamﬂLeBLblewMAayaiﬁaiapLumg,iheAeeduag,wtt/Le
70, .7{ a w;.fe wad un.a.ble 2o have childnen Aafzg%u‘ﬁ ai/wld.c /w/z.cﬁ believes zhat
abatinence should be practiced, but never this agnee uuj‘/L
the%mntkai%ulgj.vu {onpm% zur.en.ce? (Iigunilu.a;w75 .
7, Doea aul Am7aboui the ma/l.;d.ag, ) e purpose of the
72, 00 %aul say anything Z on againai Bz.f,tﬁ. (ontnod? (7 Co/u.ni/u.a:w 7:1-5)
Statement; J believe in the paaotu:e of Biath gn A, when practiced in a (Chnistian
manner, J do not believe in abontion, a:cept save i/Le Lite of the mo.tlzen. J be-

evez‘/z.atwedwuld/w all the children wecan.paopmlyﬁea{,dn th and ed-
ucate, and give the proper amount of love and affection.
J believe that if the Load had _:wu/z.edwd 4o practice Binth (ontrol He would have

2odd us g0 in His Divine Wond -"- He did noi,

You have complated Leason No, B-10. T4 qul be g/uzdai and neturned to you with No.B

71, Send ud the name and address of others who these Leasdons,
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INDIFFERENCE

.7mil.,£,leaence./ One of the most dang,mou.d enemies of the (hurch of Ourn Load, Tunn-
ing 2o Webter's Dictionany we ,&.nd 2hat indifference means, "lack o ljec%:z. ﬁm on
againet anything”, Jesus explains those who ane neithen /wt nor codd as

zh Zo ho eith that .t/z.
bt e Quunch torlay gl ans nelphen Lo 0% paingt pydhing .

There are those who ane just plain bench warmens, beuzg, either hot non codd when
it comes fo obeying the t/u.ng,a they hean preached, /zoz‘/zm Geonge Bailey once ne-
marked: "Si in dtmchbu,dZn%wontmakeyouaCﬁthmanymneﬂwndd-
i:.ng,ma/z.en/wuewpdmaf(eyoua

Some of those lu/ie-wajmw make such nemarks as: "Jou need be veny careful not Zo

preach againsit the things that will o,lﬁend peopie, gou need be veny caneful what

you brand as won.ldhnm, You need 20 be very careful in telling people that they
A/wuld be baptiged, etc., etc.”

These peﬂ le ta/zem;udea.ta,u. They have no stand, This philoaphy haa been a
plag,ue.o d:.,&m cemtwuu ﬂtumeiﬁa.twemutbecmeﬁulﬂwiwe
ndemn ain e/uumuc. dpinidty but sin is 4ain and ernon is ennon,

z'.f od’' s wond tmdﬁ auwamuat be denounced, We musz take oun Atand
wi (2'%4425, analbe// foa Chaiat and His wond, We connoi be luke-warm and  be

accepiable 2o Him,

When a Christian is hoi fon the Losd you know just where he stands, and when one is
codd you know just whene he otands - - but the luke-warmen is moat dangenous, for

you Rnow no whene he stands non what he will do.

QUESTIONS :
7. Does he Lond know of our wonke? mevdmtum j’ 75/,
What will #he Load do #o #hose ( who ane luke-wanrm? (Revdaﬂonﬂi 16).

3. What does the Lond say oﬂ ﬂwae be&,eve 2hat they do not need the Lo
arne indifferent o Hia co e.vdaﬂnn. 2:17/,

4, Does u‘. cost 2o ha withatand even fine (" 'g0dd ne-
ém. by Line” Revdaz‘,w j 8}

5, What does the Lond do 2o #hode /ze Iavu7 (?ev zu/}( Z

8. What does the Lord command all (. 7 75}

ﬂame as t/uu‘. hniotian
Wﬂme CW"’“’JW who Ce hot fon C/Wf‘il Sl e 1) -
9. W .t? o:;wa/mw7 ually fail to do when pressed ,fon. defelwe of Goapelof
/mw en
70, When we eend 3 ar:dwdhw/zatcan/mppentou?él dm376)
71, What can e-waamA /z eep aome ?aiw pians 2: 2}
12, How an.e i/lMe SWW n% ﬂon. /uu.az‘. Ao 4
73, How iffenent aw,tude i elmam ? 72).
74, W/w,t Should those hot fon Jzu.g’; /LewA
75, What do "luke-warmae” wa (//ebn.m 7
76, /La,tzpe%l hnisdian is u.aun.u aiall
77. Wi zell us we ecan apect if we /ceep /t/ze ,&uz‘l-.’ (2 Timohy 4: 6-8).

You have completed Lesson No, B-11, It will be graded and netunned #o you with the
next Lesson, No. B-12,

An Hot hais Zalking o e and fniends about (hriat?
e o e o e e o e e e raie ot a e o mighe

be intenested in’ these Lessons?
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Love

Have, gou. ever condidened that love i the most impo uz. the Chunchk Zo-

day ?° That love is the foundation o,f alnost evenyihing i/l.e tian does? We

should understond the meaning of love and the great e,f{_'ed /uu had  in the

Lives of the nighteoua,
/}/Z betien explanation o love can be given ihan that given by Paul:  "love emlwt.ed

u Lent love never is envious non boils oven with jealouay ;
44 no boastful on vainglorious, does not display itself W. Jt id noz con -
ceited — annogani m,ﬂ?ted with pride; ji 19 not aude [unmannenly), and does
not act unbecomingly, Love (God'a Love in us) does not insiei on its own ai on
J_ta own forn it ia noz self-ge .Lt i4 not #o or fretful on nesentful ;

&% ﬁkuu’”:.;oi’ Zc%c?iucf Zﬁ the evil domn§ i2 — pays no atteniion a Auﬁﬁgzedwmwngé
prevail,” Love bears LZO u.ndm an.y,f/«.uzg. and e/r.yf/u.ng, comes, 4'.4 ever

2o believe the best ;’j el all cin
earlg anjve e eA o evmype?ao an ea/{ paj 7,{&;! edd u;j 4-7)
/bnp»&,ﬂced New Testament
Please neread Paul's e:goima.twn of love and as you do, ask younself, "Has my {_ove

ovenrcome e.de we can Jdee dome oL oun edded o

dmlypaactweihaiyounugﬁiaeadl standard of love that Paul set fon us,
We do na‘t#utg,eti/u‘a kind of love. J% comes by much work and prayen, It ie not
aomething Zhat will come all at once, it comes alowly with patience and endunance.
Love in oun (hnistian lives is 40 imponiani that without it we ane, acconding o
Paul, "o wseless nobody”,
Queationa:

1. What is the greates example o{ Iove eves -dlwuln ? ?n.
2. Ane we #o love anyone other than love us aif]ww 5:43-48),
i.W are we 2o a&ouiau/tmmcea’? al)5 j

, What can happen Zo oun love if we ,fa.dﬁ,&d ? (Matthew 24:12).

5, How can we show oun love #o God ? jo/m. 74 75/,
6. Io what degnee should we love oun brethnen ? }o/m 2
en’(go

, What is the ea,ted.tlo tfz.atwecrmA wowz./L ZIL
8. I¢ we aém,t Zove oun bacthnen do we 69# a din ?[yo 75:17).
9. What does 2ell us must be g,eruu.n.e
10, What should e M,y,t/wz% 2hat we be don.e in? 7 76 71!}
71, What about #hose who dove fon a‘/r.e Lo/ui? Co 22),
72 Wu.ni/u.arw

12, What should control ua?

713, How are husbands 2o love z‘/z.eun wives? 5 2 )

74, What does the uzitin.g,ono veda’flomu.azw

75, It we do rot love our brother we ane noz of who? /m. 3:70)

17, What do ect love a/a9 7 4:18),
& o et  God? 0457 ja/mfll e

19. What does the thoase he jave.d’ (Revelation 3:19), (Hebnrews 12:6).
20, What is Zhe love of God? (1 John 5:

/y/ou have completed Lesson No, 12, Jt will be graded and retunned #o you with Lesson

o, 13,

Y ho Ao hniod 2h ed u have zalked
o S B St b qering e mea of, peasons o
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PUNISHMENT Understanding Your Bible

It is surprising the number of Christians who do not understand what the
New Testament teaches about punishment at the judgment.

It is even more surprising the number of Christians who believe that even
righteous and faithful Christians will be punished., I have searched the
New Testament and can find no text that would lead me to believe that we,
as faithful end righteous Christians, will receive punishment on the day
of Judgment.

When ever punishment is mentioned in the New Testament it refers to those
who are unrighteous or unfalthful., And, the New Testament goes further;
1t teaches that these unrighteous and unfaithful persons will be punish-
ed in accordance to their knowledge and what they did while here on the
sarth, In other words, the New Testament teaches degrees of punishment.

We feel that the questions will be much better than further explanation.
QUESTIONS: (The Revised Standard Version was used for this lesson,)
Very carefully read Metthew 25:31-46, and answer the following:

l. At the judgment who will be placed on the right side?
2, Who are those that will be placed upon the left side?
3. What is to happen to those unrighteous persons on the left side?
4, Is any mention of punishment made for those on the right side?
5. Must everyone appear before the judgment seat? (2 Corinthians 5:10).
6. Who are those who will receive good or evil? (2 Corinthians 5:10).
Te After carefully reading the story told by Jesus in Luke 12:45-48 tell
what will happen to unfalthful and disobedient Christians?
8. What will happen to the unrighteous and ungodly of the world?
9. Does Luke 20:46,47 teach that some will receive greater punishment
than others?
10. In Hebrews 10:28,29 we see the Law of Moses compared with Christ's
Law, Who will be punished the greater for disobedience?
11, How will those who teach be judged if they fail? gJames 3:1).
12, Who will the Lord deal with when he comes agasin? (Revelation 22:12,
Romens 2:6, 1 Peter 1:17).
13, What of those Christians who live faithful lives? (John 5:24),
14, Punishment is comnected with the second death; can the second death
effect faithful and righteous Christiens? (Revelation 2:11),
15. Wheat is the promise for those who live faithful Christian lives?
(Romans 8:1, John 3:18).

Many other texts could also be used, however this was not meant to be an
exhaustive study; it was meant to show the great importance of living =a
faithful and righteous 1life in Christ Jesus., THE REWARD IS SO GREAT!

You have completed Lesson No. 13. It will be gradéd and returned to you
with Lesson No, 14, Send us the names and addresses of others who would
like to take this course.

Live for Christ. Ask yourself today, "What have I done for Christ?"
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Holy Spirit

It is always sad when I hear someone refer to the Holy Spirit as "it";
it shows that that person does not know the Holy Spirit or His work.

The Holy Spirit is a person just eas God and Christ are persons. When
we fail to understand this we fail to have an understanding of the im-
portance of the Person and Work of the Holy Spirit.

This lesson will be devoted to mostly questions wilith the hope of your
understanding the true importance of the Holy Spirit in your life.

QUESTIONS: (The Revised Standard Version was used for this lesson.)

1. 1Is the Holy Spirit referred to as "it" in John 16:13%
2. TUsing this same reference, name the different things that the Holy
Spirit can do.
3. What is one of the works of the Holy Spirit? (John 14:26).
4, Vhat cen we do to the Holy Spirit if we do not lead faithful lives
in Jesus Christ? (Ephesians 4:3%0).
5. When we pray how does the Holy Spirit help us? (Romans 8:26).
6. Ca? an unproductive Christian life gquench the Spirit? (1 Thess. 5:
19).
7. What does the Holy Spirit say about later times? (1 Tim. 4:2).
8. Who helps us understand spiritual truths? (1 Cor. 2:13).
9, Can an unspiritualmen receive the gifts of the Spirit? (1 Cor,2:14)
10, What shows that the Holy Spirit kmows all truth? (1 Cor. 2:10).
11. ?y failing)to live the Christien life can we resist the Holy Spirit?
Acts 7:51).
12. Can we be saved without the Holy Spirit? (John 3:5).
13. VWho are the sons of God? (Romans 8:14).
14, How does a person receive the gift of the Spirit? (Acts 2:38).
15. What is the sword of the Spirit? (Ephesians 6:17).
16. Is our body e temple for the Holy Spirit? (1 Cor. 6:19).
17. How are we to always walk? (Galatians 5:16,17).
18, Name the fruit of the Spirit? (Galatians 5:22,23),
19, We are promised to reap what if we live by the Spirit? (Gal. 6:8).
20, What has God given us as a guarantee that we will have a spiritual
1ife after death? (2 Corinthians 5:5).
I do not believe that any person here on earth will ever know everything
there is to know about the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit can do his work
whether we understand it or not. Our lesson was not meant, nor would a
little space such as this, permit a complete study of this subject.

You have completed Lesson No., 14, It wlll be graded and returned to you
with Lesson No. 15. Send us the names and addresses of others who would
like to take this Course.
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MY STEWARDSHIP

Before we can discuss stewardship in giving we must understand that the
physical things that we possess belong to God. We are His stewards, as
were the servants of the noblemen in Luke 19:11-24, We came into this
world with nothing and we shall leave with nothing, but while we are on
earth we can be good stewards of the things that the Lord set us over..

A Christian cannot olaim absolute ownership of his money. It was given
to him to care for, and must be wsed to please God, "Here, moreover, it
is required in stewards, thet a man be found faithful" (1 Cor. 4:2), A
Christian will be held accountable for every cent that he receives.

Unless a Christien can accept the above comments in the right spirit he
cannot give in an acceptable manner.

Much can be learned in this type of lesson with questions, therefore we
will begin.

QUESTIONS:

1. Who owns everything in this world? (Psalme 50:10,12).
2, Can anyone claim absolute ownership of his money? (Haggai 2:8).
3. With whose help do we gain things? (Deut, 8:11, 17,18?.
4, Did Job acknowledge Gods right to give and take? Job 1:21;.
5. Are Christians the stewards of God's Word? (Merk 16:15,16
6. What else are Christians stewards of? (1 Peter 4:10),
7. Besides money, what must Christians give? §2 Corinthians 8:5),
8. How can we give of ourselves to the Lord? (Romans 12:1).
9, Can a Christian 2uatify not giving because he is poor? (2 Cor. 8:2).
10. Who is to give? (1 Corinthians 16:2).
11, When are we to give to the Church? (1 Corinthiams 16:2).
12, If we fail to give as we should can it cause & burden on others? (2
Corinthians 8:13,14).
13, If we are blessed with money, will our age, sex, martial status, or
financial condition relieve us from the responsibility of giving?
14, Under the law of Moses the people of God were required to give 1/10
th of everything that they received. They were not required to give
more, Christians live under a better covenant (Hebrews 8:6). Should
a Christian give more than 10%?
15, What cen those who give sparingly expeet? (IFCorinthians 9:6).
16. In order to give properly to God what must a Christian be willing to
do? (Matthew 16:24),
17. Who does God love? (2 Corinthians 9:6).,
18. How are Christians required to give? (1 Corinthians 16:2).
19, How are we to give? (2 Corinthiamns 9:7).
20, Besides giving on the first day of the week how else can Ohristians
give? (3 John 5-8).
21, Who can Christians help suppori? (Galatians 6:6).
22, How should Christians help orphans and widowa? (James 1:27).
23, Should Christians give all through the week? (James 2:15~17).

You have completed letter No. B-15., It will be graded and returned to
you with Lesson No. 16. Have you sent us the name of one non-Christian?

You can help be good stewards of the Lord by spreading His Word.
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Divorce

"From the beginning i1t was not so," These are the words of Christ when
He was asked about divorce on the grounds of any cause by the Pharisees.
Christ said: "And I say to you: whoever divorces his wife, except for
unchasity, and marries another, commits adultery.” (Matthew 19:9, RSV),

There is a great need in the Church today for a clear understanding of
what the Word of God teaches on the subject of divorce.

It is also importamt that members of the Church know what to do when it
1s seen that adultery ls taking place in the Church., To many brethren
are prone %o overlook divorce becuuse of the worldly outlook on this sub-
Ject, Narriage and divorce is looked upon by many in the world much as
one would look upon a light ecold, —and about as easy to cure.

Much can be gained by the following guestions.
QUESTIORS: Remember this is not church law - this is Christ's law!

1. What takes place when two people marry? (Matthew 19:5; Gen. 2:24),

2, Has any man the right to separate what God has made one? (Matt,19:6)

3, What only can break this oneness (besides death)? Matthew 19:9),

4, why did Moses allow divorce for other reasons? (Matthew 19:8).

5. Can Christians use this law of Moses today? (Matthew 19:8),

6, What is the only reason one might obtein a divorce today? (Matt,19:9)

7. If a husband divorces his wife for some reason, than asdultery,— what
does he commit against her? (Mark 10:11

8. Anyone who marries one put away for some reason than adultery commits
what with that persont %Luke 16:18).

9. When a wife is put away for some reason other than adultery, and she
marries, are both she and the one she marriss guilty of adultery?
(Iuke 16:18),

10, If a wife puts her husband away because of fornieation (adultery) is
she permitted by God to marry agein? (Matthew 19:9).

11, May & husband and wife sepaerate and remain unmarried? (1 Cor. 7:1,11)

12, Is it possible for a wife to cause her husband to commit adultery? (1
Corinthians 7:5).

13, Should a husband or wife ever refuse one another, except by mutuel
consent? (1 Corinthians 7:5).

14, What terrible thing went on in the Corinthians churoh? (1 Cor. 5:1,2)

15. What should be done with those in the church who live in adultery?
(1 Oorinthiens 5:7 and 13),

16. Are we to eat or associate with such persons? (1 Corinthians 5:11).

17. If such a one was sorry and returned to the church, only to go back
to live in adultery with this same wife, are they not yet guilty of
adultery?

Notes: Many have asked: "What then does one do to return to the church
when they have been living in adultery?" I can only answer with a bl

questions "Will God allow an adulterer in Heaven?" (1 Corinthians 6:10

If a person is sorry for stealing and then steals some more 1s he still
e thief? This is Christ's law, we submit it with love hoping it will
help those who study it.

You have completed Lesson No. 16, It will be graded and returned with
Lesson No., 17. Send us the names of others who would like to take these
Lessons.
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Lord’s Supper

Every Christian should be stiruok with the sincere simplicity of the Lord's
Supper. How different it 1s from the pompous ceremonials found in the re-
ligious world today. Carefully read the account found in Matthew 26:20-29,

We do not see an altar in this pieture, nor do we see robed ministers or
priests going through unauthorized ceremonials, We see a simple table and
Christ with his disciples.

We ploture Christ facing death. Before him are the sorrows of Gethsemane
and the agony of the Cross. He is telling his diseiples of his coming trip
to Jerusalem, his suffering, his death, and about being raised up, —They
seem puzzled, What is to become of them when Jesus is no longer with them?
Vhat of the earthly kingdom they expeoted?

The hour of the passover has come, of the sacred feast which oommemorates
God's deliveranese of the firstborn of Israel from the hand of +the death
angel, The o0ld covenant is about to end; and soon & new covenant, ratified
by the blood of Christ, is to be given.

With this ploture in mind we see the Lord and the disoiples eating: "Nowas
they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed, end broke it, and gave it
to the disclples and said, 'Take, eat; this is my body.' And he took & cup
and when he had given thanks he gave it to them, saying, 'Drink of it, all
of you; for this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for
meny for the forgiveness of sins. I tell you I shall not drink again of
this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new with you in nmy
Father's kingdom,'"

Today every Christian has the account of Paul (his instrueciione about the
I:g:)rd's Supper) just as he received it from the Lord.(l Corinthians 11:23—
2 L]

QUESTIONS: 7 (The Revised Standard Version has been used for this lesson.)

1. Why do Christians parteke of the Lord's Supper? (1 Corinthians 11:24).

2. When we partake of the Lord's Supper, what great fact do we proclaim to
the world? (1 Corinthians 11:26; Acts l:1l; 1 Thessalonians 4:15).

3. Do only xsxembers of the kingdom have the privilege of communion? (Luke
22:29,30).

4, When éhould Christians partake of the Lord's Supper? (Actes 20:7).

5. How many first days of the week are there in a year?

6. Do we)sin against the Lord if we partake in an unworthy manner? (1 Cor.
11:27).

7. Should a Christien examine his life, that he is leading, before partak-
ing of the Lord's Supper? (1 Corinthians 11:28).

8. Shoul% one who does not understand why the Lord died partake? (1 bor.
11329).

9, What c)za.n heppen to us if we partake in an un-Christian menner? (1 Cor.
11:30).

10, Vhy :I. it so importent that we examine our lives carefully? (1 Cor. 1ll:
31,32

11. Wha’at e.;:e the two emblems of the Lord's Supper in Matthew 26:26-297?

12, If we partake of the Lord's Supper in & way not instructed by God, who
are we then parteking with? (1 Corinthians 10:16:21),

You have completed Lesson No. 17. It will be graded and returned to you
with Lesson No. 18, If you have questions regarding the Lord Supper, ask?



