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SAMUEL’S FAREWELL SPEECH

1 SAMUEL 12:1-25
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Samuel’s Farewell Speech

Text:
1 Samuel 12:1-25,

1. Samuel said to all Israel, "I have listened to everything you said to
me and have set a king over you.

2. Now you have a king as your leader. As for me, I am old and gray,
and my sons are here with you. I have been your leader from my
youth until this day.

3. Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD and
his anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken?
Whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed? From whose hand
have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If I have done any
of these, I will make it right."

4. "You have not cheated or oppressed us," they replied. '""You have
not taken anything from anyone's hand."

5. Samuel said to them, "The LORD is witness against you, and also
his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything in
my hand." "He is witness," they said.

6. Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the LORD who appointed
Moses and Aaron and brought your forefathers up out of Egypt.

7. Now then, stand here, because I am going to confront you with
evidence before the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed by
the LORD for you and your fathers.

8. ""After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the LORD for help, and
the LORD sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your forefathers out
of Egypt and settled them in this place.

9. "But they forgot the LORD their God; so he sold them into the
hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into the
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hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought against
them.

10. They cried out to the LORD and said, 'We have sinned; we have
forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But now
deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.'

11. Then the LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel,
and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies on every side,
so that you lived securely.

12. "But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was
moving against you, you said to me, 'No, we want a king to rule over
us'-even though the LORD your God was your King.

13. Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for; see,
the LORD has set a king over you.

14. If you fear the LORD and serve and obey him and do not rebel
against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over
you follow the LORD your God-good!

15. But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against his
commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your
fathers.

16. "Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is about
to do before your eyes!

17. Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the LORD to send
thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you did in
the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a king."

18. Then Samuel called upon the LORD, and that same day the
LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the
LORD and of Samuel.

19. The people all said to Samuel, '""Pray to the LORD your God for
your servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our
other sins the evil of asking for a king."

20. "Do not be afraid," Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil;
yet do not turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all
your heart.
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21. Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good,
nor can they rescue you, because they are useless.

22. For the sake of his great name the LORD will not reject his
people, because the LORD was pleased to make you his own.

23. As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD
by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good
and right.

24. But be sure to fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all
your heart; consider what great things he has done for you.

25. Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be
swept away." (NIV)

Commentary:

1 Samuel 12:1-5, Samuel said to all Israel, "I have listened to
everything you said to me and have set a king over you. Now you have
a king as your leader. As for me, I am old and gray, and my sons are
here with you. I have been your leader from my youth until this day.
Here I stand. Testify against me in the presence of the LORD and his
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose donkey have I taken?
Whom have I cheated? Whom have I oppressed? From whose hand
have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If I have done any
of these, I will make it right." '"You have not cheated or oppressed
us," they replied. "You have not taken anything from anyone's
hand." Samuel said to them, "The LORD is witness against you, and
also his anointed is witness this day, that you have not found anything
in my hand." "He is witness," they said. (NIV)

I. Samuel calls Israel to witness against him. 12:1-5.

A. Leaders over Israel. 12:1-2.
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I. 1 Samuel 12:1, 2, Samuel said to all Israel, "I have
listened to everything you said to me and have set a king
over you. Now you have a king as your leader. As for me, I
am old and gray, and my sons are here with you. I have
been your leader from my youth until this day. (NIV)

2. Samuel: Samuel was a prophet among prophets (if you
will), from his youth to this point in Israelite history.

a. Samuel was a great prophet. Unfortunately, his sons
did not walk in his ways, but, as Gordon said, there is a
tradition that said the sons of Samuel amended their ways
(we can only hope so).

b. Samuel was very angry at Israel’s demand for a king,
but the Lord told him to see to it, and he did. Here is your
king!

3. King Saul: Saul was a young man that had a stature that got
everyone’s attention (for either good or bad).

a. When pressure was applied against Israel, Saul came
through.

b. The people were rejoicing in their king.
c. Now Samuel presents the king to Israel, and he

(Samuel) takes a step back and allows the new king to
lead Israel.

4. Samuel’s sons: They were not so good at leading the
people.
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a. Even if the tradition of their turning back to the Lord
is true, the damage that had been done...had been done!

b. In the eyes of the people, they did not stand as tall.
B. Samuel before Israel. 12:3-5.

1. 1 Samuel 12:3-5, Here I stand. Testify against me in the
presence of the LORD and his anointed. Whose ox have I
taken? Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have 1
cheated? Whom have I oppressed? From whose hand have
I accepted a bribe to make me shut my eyes? If I have done
any of these, I will make it right." '"You have not cheated
or oppressed us,”" they replied. "You have not taken
anything from anyone's hand." Samuel said to them, "The
LORD is witness against you, and also his anointed is
witness this day, that you have not found anything in my
hand." "He is witness," they said. (NIV)

2. Samuel then stood before the people and had them to
witness against him for any wrongdoing of his toward them.
12:3.

a. Commentators have noticed the contrast 1n
application with the word (take) in 12:3 compared with
8:11-18.

1. 1 Samuel 12:3, Here I stand. Testify against
me in the presence of the LORD and his
anointed. Whose ox have I taken? Whose
donkey have I taken? Whom have I cheated?
Whom have I oppressed? From whose hand

Landmark Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 160018, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor



http://www.biblestudyworkshop.org

Commentary by Ron Thomas, Questions by John C. Sewell, Answers by Wayne Harlan 7

have I accepted a bribe to make me shut my
eyes? If I have done any of these, I will make it
right." (NIV)

11. 1 Samuel 8:11-18, He said, ""This is what the
king who will reign over you will do: He will
take your sons and make them serve with his
chariots and horses, and they will run in front
of his chariots. Some he will assign to be
commanders of thousands and commanders of
fifties, and others to plow his ground and reap
his harvest, and still others to make weapons of
war and equipment for his chariots. He will take
your daughters to be perfumers and cooks and
bakers. He will take the best of your fields and
vineyards and olive groves and give them to his
attendants. He will take a tenth of your grain
and of your vintage and give it to his officials
and attendants. Your menservants and
maidservants and the best of your cattle and
donkeys he will take for his own use. He will
take a tenth of your flocks, and you yourselves
will become his slaves. When that day comes,
you will cry out for relief from the king you have
chosen, and the LORD will not answer you in
that day." (NIV)

b. What the king would ultimately do, Samuel never did!

Israel wanted a king, now the king will take from the
people!
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c. Israel rejected a judge given them by the Lord and
demanded a king.

3. Godly men and women are to be innocent in all that they
do.

a. Samuel put himself before the people, open to
accusations. (Of course, accusations would have to be
proved).

b. The people replied that he was innocent of any
wrongdoing. 12:4.

1. 1 Samuel 12:4, "You have not cheated or
oppressed us," they replied. "You have not
taken anything from anyone's hand." (NIV)

4. The Lord 1s witness. 12:5.

a. 1 Samuel 12:5, Samuel said to them, '"The LORD
is witness against you, and also his anointed is witness
this day, that you have not found anything in my
hand." "He is witness," they said. (NIV)

b. The Lord is witness to what you (Israel) have said.
1. This means that if there were to be any

forthcoming accusations, the accuser would be
guilty of leveling a false charge (a liar).
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1 Samuel 12:6-25, Then Samuel said to the people, "It is the LORD
who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought your forefathers up out
of Egypt. Now then, stand here, because I am going to confront you
with evidence before the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed
by the LORD for you and your fathers. " After Jacob entered Egypt,
they cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD sent Moses and
Aaron, who brought your forefathers out of Egypt and settled them
in this place. ""But they forgot the LORD their God; so he sold them
into the hand of Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and
into the hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought
against them. They cried out to the LORD and said, 'We have sinned;
we have forsaken the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths.
But now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve
you.' Then the LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel,
and he delivered you from the hands of your enemies on every side,
so that you lived securely. '""But when you saw that Nahash king of
the Ammonites was moving against you, you said to me, 'No, we want
a king to rule over us'-even though the LORD your God was your
king. Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for;
see, the LORD has set a king over you. If you fear the LORD and
serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if
both you and the king who reigns over you follow the LORD your
God-good! But if you do not obey the LORD, and if you rebel against
his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your
fathers. "Now then, stand still and see this great thing the LORD is
about to do before your eyes! Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call
upon the LORD to send thunder and rain. And you will realize what
an evil thing you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a
king." Then Samuel called upon the LORD, and that same day the
LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the
LORD and of Samuel. The people all said to Samuel, "Pray to the
LORD your God for your servants so that we will not die, for we have
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added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king." '"Do not be
afraid," Samuel replied. ""You have done all this evil; yet do not turn
away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. Do
not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can
they rescue you, because they are useless. For the sake of his great
name the LORD will not reject his people, because the LORD was
pleased to make you his own. As for me, far be it from me that I
should sin against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will
teach you the way that is good and right. But be sure to fear the
LORD and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what
great things he has done for you. Yet if you persist in doing evil, both
you and your king will be swept away." (NIV)

I. Samuel gave the wisdom of history, or the Lord’s witness against
Israel. 12:6-25.

A. Israel’s history from Egypt to Samuel. 12:6-11.

1. 1 Samuel 12:6-11, Then Samuel said to the people, "It is
the LORD who appointed Moses and Aaron and brought
your forefathers up out of Egypt. Now then, stand here,
because I am going to confront you with evidence before
the LORD as to all the righteous acts performed by the
LORD for you and your fathers. "After Jacob entered
Egypt, they cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD
sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your forefathers out
of Egypt and settled them in this place. '""But they forgot
the LORD their God; so he sold them into the hand of
Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into the
hands of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought
against them. They cried out to the LORD and said, 'We
have sinned; we have forsaken the LORD and served the
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Baals and the Ashtoreths. But now deliver us from the
hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.' Then the
LORD sent Jerub-Baal, Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and
he delivered you from the hands of your enemies on every
side, so that you lived securely. (NIV)

2. The Lord raised up Israel’s leaders. 12:8.

a. 1 Samuel 12:8, "After Jacob entered Egypt, they
cried to the LORD for help, and the LORD sent
Moses and Aaron, who brought your forefathers out
of Egypt and settled them in this place. (NIV)

1. Samuel now presents the case against Israel; that
is, the Lord’s case against Israel.

i1. This is started with a very briefly stated remark
about Jacob’s going into Egypt.

1i1. When in Egypt, the Egyptians put Israel into
bondage.

iv. All this was accomplished WITHOUT a king,
but with the Lord God as King!

b. Moses and Aaron: The two leaders who brought
Israel out from Egyptian bondage.

1. Two men in the midst of men, but it was of the
Lord.

c. Jerubbaal (Gideon). Judges 6-8.
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1. Judges 6:1-40, Again the Israelites did evil in
the eyes of the LORD, and for seven years he
gave them into the hands of the Midianites.
Because the power of Midian was so oppressive,
the Israelites prepared shelters for themselves
in mountain clefts, caves and strongholds.
Whenever the Israelites planted their crops, the
Midianites, Amalekites and other eastern
peoples invaded the country. They camped on
the land and ruined the crops all the way to
Gaza and did not spare a living thing for Israel,
neither sheep nor cattle nor donkeys. They came
up with their livestock and their tents like
swarms of locusts. It was impossible to count
the men and their camels; they invaded the land
to ravage it. Midian so impoverished the
Israelites that they cried out to the LORD for
help. When the Israelites cried to the LORD
because of Midian, he sent them a prophet, who
said, ""This is what the LORD, the God of Israel,
says: I brought you up out of Egypt, out of the
land of slavery. I snatched you from the power
of Egypt and from the hand of all your
oppressors. I drove them from before you and
gave you their land. I said to you, 'l am the
LORD your God; do not worship the gods of the
Amorites, in whose land you live.' But you have
not listened to me." The angel of the LORD
came and sat down under the oak in Ophrah
that belonged to Joash the Abiezrite, where his
son Gideon was threshing wheat in a winepress
to keep it from the Midianites. When the angel
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of the LORD appeared to Gideon, he said, '"The
LORD is with you, mighty warrior." '"But sir,"
Gideon replied, "if the LORD is with us, why
has all this happened to us? Where are all his
wonders that our fathers told us about when
they said, 'Did not the LORD bring us up out of
Egypt?' But now the LORD has abandoned us
and put us into the hand of Midian." The LORD
turned to him and said, "Go in the strength you
have and save Israel out of Midian's hand. Am
I not sending you?'" "But Lord, " Gideon asked,
"how can I save Israel? My clan is the weakest
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my family."
The LORD answered, "I will be with you, and
you will strike down all the Midianites
together." Gideon replied, "If now I have found
favor in your eyes, give me a sign that it is really
you talking to me. Please do not go away until I
come back and bring my offering and set it
before you." And the LORD said, "I will wait
until you return." Gideon went in, prepared a
young goat, and from an ephah of flour he made
bread without yeast. Putting the meat in a
basket and its broth in a pot, he brought them
out and offered them to him under the oak. The
angel of God said to him, '""Take the meat and
the unleavened bread, place them on this rock,
and pour out the broth." And Gideon did so.
With the tip of the staff that was in his hand, the
angel of the LORD touched the meat and the
unleavened bread. Fire flared from the rock,
consuming the meat and the bread. And the
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angel of the LORD disappeared. When Gideon
realized that it was the angel of the LORD, he
exclaimed, "Ah, Sovereign LORD! I have seen
the angel of the LORD face to face!" But the
LORD said to him, "Peace! Do not be afraid.
You are not going to die." So Gideon built an
altar to the LORD there and called it The
LORD is Peace. To this day it stands in Ophrah
of the Abiezrites. That same night the LORD
said to him, "Take the second bull from your
father's herd, the one seven years old. Tear
down your father's altar to Baal and cut down
the Asherah pole beside it. Then build a proper
kind of altar to the LORD your God on the top
of this height. Using the wood of the Asherah
pole that you cut down, offer the second bull as
a burnt offering." So Gideon took ten of his
servants and did as the LORD told him. But
because he was afraid of his family and the men
of the town, he did it at night rather than in the
daytime. In the morning when the men of the
town got up, there was Baal's altar, demolished,
with the Asherah pole beside it cut down and the
second bull sacrificed on the newly built altar!
They asked each other, '""Who did this?'" When
they carefully investigated, they were told,
"Gideon son of Joash did it." The men of the
town demanded of Joash, "Bring out your son.
He must die, because he has broken down Baal's
altar and cut down the Asherah pole beside it."
But Joash replied to the hostile crowd around
him, "Are you going to plead Baal's cause? Are
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you trying to save him? Whoever fights for him
shall be put to death by morning! If Baal really
is a god, he can defend himself when someone
breaks down his altar." So that day they called
Gideon '"Jerub-Baal, saying, 'Let Baal
contend with him," because he broke down
Baal's altar. Now all the Midianites, Amalekites
and other eastern peoples joined forces and
crossed over the Jordan and camped in the
Valley of Jezreel. Then the Spirit of the LORD
came upon Gideon, and he blew a trumpet,
summoning the Abiezrites to follow him. He
sent messengers throughout Manasseh, calling
them to arms, and also into Asher, Zebulun and
Naphtali, so that they too went up to meet them.
Gideon said to God, "If you will save Israel by
my hand as you have promised- look, I will place
a wool fleece on the threshing floor. If there is
dew only on the fleece and all the ground is dry,
then I will know that you will save Israel by my
hand, as you said." And that is what happened.
Gideon rose early the next day; he squeezed the
fleece and wrung out the dew—a bowlful of
water. Then Gideon said to God, "Do not be
angry with me. Let me make just one more
request. Allow me one more test with the fleece.
This time make the fleece dry and the ground
covered with dew." That night God did so. Only
the fleece was dry; all the ground was covered
with dew. (NIV)
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ii. Judges 7:1-25, Early in the morning, Jerub-
Baal (that is, Gideon) and all his men camped at
the spring of Harod. The camp of Midian was
north of them in the valley near the hill of
Moreh. The LORD said to Gideon, '"You have
too many men for me to deliver Midian into
their hands. In order that Israel may not boast
against me that her own strength has saved her,
announce now to the people, 'Anyone who
trembles with fear may turn back and leave
Mount Gilead.' " So twenty-two thousand men
left, while ten thousand remained. But the
LORD said to Gideon, ""There are still too many
men. Take them down to the water, and I will
sift them for you there. If I say, 'This one shall
go with you,' he shall go; but if I say, '"This one
shall not go with you,' he shall not go." So
Gideon took the men down to the water. There
the LORD told him, "Separate those who lap
the water with their tongues like a dog from
those who kneel down to drink." Three hundred
men lapped with their hands to their mouths.
All the rest got down on their knees to drink.
The LORD said to Gideon, "With the three
hundred men that lapped I will save you and
give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the
other men go, each to his own place." So Gideon
sent the rest of the Israelites to their tents but
kept the three hundred, who took over the
provisions and trumpets of the others. Now the
camp of Midian lay below him in the valley.
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During that night the LORD said to Gideon,
"Get up, go down against the camp, because I
am going to give it into your hands. If you are
afraid to attack, go down to the camp with your
servant Purah and listen to what they are
saying. Afterward, you will be encouraged to
attack the camp." So he and Purah his servant
went down to the outposts of the camp. The
Midianites, the Amalekites and all the other
eastern peoples had settled in the valley, thick as
locusts. Their camels could no more be counted
than the sand on the seashore. Gideon arrived
just as a man was telling a friend his dream. "I
had a dream," he was saying. "A round loaf of
barley bread came tumbling into the Midianite
camp. It struck the tent with such force that the
tent overturned and collapsed." His friend
responded, "This can be nothing other than the
sword of Gideon son of Joash, the Israelite. God
has given the Midianites and the whole camp
into his hands." When Gideon heard the dream
and its interpretation, he worshiped God. He
returned to the camp of Israel and called out,
"Get up! The LORD has given the Midianite
camp into your hands." Dividing the three
hundred men into three companies, he placed
trumpets and empty jars in the hands of all of
them, with torches inside. "Watch me," he told
them. "Follow my lead. When I get to the edge
of the camp, do exactly as I do. When I and all
who are with me blow our trumpets, then from
all around the camp blow yours and shout, 'For
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the LORD and for Gideon.' " Gideon and the
hundred men with him reached the edge of the
camp at the beginning of the middle watch, just
after they had changed the guard. They blew
their trumpets and broke the jars that were in
their hands. The three companies blew the
trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the
torches in their left hands and holding in their
right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they
shouted, "A sword for the LORD and for
Gideon!" While each man held his position
around the camp, all the Midianites ran, crying
out as they fled. When the three hundred
trumpets sounded, the LORD caused the men
throughout the camp to turn on each other with
their swords. The army fled to Beth Shittah
toward Zererah as far as the border of Abel
Meholah near Tabbath. Israelites from
Naphtali, Asher and all Manasseh were called
out, and they pursued the Midianites. Gideon
sent messengers throughout the hill country of
Ephraim, saying, "Come down against the
Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan
ahead of them as far as Beth Barah." So all the
men of Ephraim were called out and they took
the waters of the Jordan as far as Beth Barah.
They also captured two of the Midianite leaders,
Oreb and Zeeb. They Kkilled Oreb at the rock of
Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They
pursued the Midianites and brought the heads
of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by the
Jordan. (NIV)
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ii1. Judges 8:1-35, Now the Ephraimites asked
Gideon, "Why have you treated us like this?
Why didn't you call us when you went to fight
Midian?" And they criticized him sharply. But
he answered them, '""What have I accomplished
compared to you? Aren't the gleanings of
Ephraim's grapes better than the full grape
harvest of Abiezer? God gave Oreb and Zeeb,
the Midianite leaders, into your hands. What
was I able to do compared to you?" At this, their
resentment against him subsided. Gideon and
his three hundred men, exhausted yet keeping
up the pursuit, came to the Jordan and crossed
it. He said to the men of Succoth, "Give my
troops some bread; they are worn out, and I am
still pursuing Zebah and Zalmunna, the kings of
Midian." But the officials of Succoth said, ""Do
you already have the hands of Zebah and
Zalmunna in your possession? Why should we
give bread to your troops?" Then Gideon
replied, "Just for that, when the LORD has
given Zebah and Zalmunna into my hand, I will
tear your flesh with desert thorns and briers."
From there he went up to Peniel and made the
same request of them, but they answered as the
men of Succoth had. So he said to the men of
Peniel, "When I return in triumph, I will tear
down this tower." Now Zebah and Zalmunna
were in Karkor with a force of about fifteen
thousand men, all that were left of the armies of
the eastern peoples; a hundred and twenty
thousand swordsmen had fallen. Gideon went
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up by the route of the nomads east of Nobah and
Jogbehah and fell upon the unsuspecting army.
Zebah and Zalmunna, the two kings of Midian,
fled, but he pursued them and captured them,
routing their entire army. Gideon son of Joash
then returned from the battle by the Pass of
Heres. He caught a young man of Succoth and
questioned him, and the young man wrote down
for him the names of the seventy-seven officials
of Succoth, the elders of the town. Then Gideon
came and said to the men of Succoth, "Here are
Zebah and Zalmunna, about whom you taunted
me by saying, 'Do you already have the hands
of Zebah and Zalmunna in your possession?
Why should we give bread to your exhausted
men?' " He took the elders of the town and
taught the men of Succoth a lesson by punishing
them with desert thorns and briers. He also
pulled down the tower of Peniel and killed the
men of the town. Then he asked Zebah and
Zalmunna, '"What kind of men did you kill at
Tabor?" "Men like you," they answered, "each
one with the bearing of a prince." Gideon
replied, "Those were my brothers, the sons of
my own mother. As surely as the LORD lives, if
you had spared their lives, I would not kill you."
Turning to Jether, his oldest son, he said, "Kill
them!" But Jether did not draw his sword,
because he was only a boy and was afraid.
Zebah and Zalmunna said, "Come, do it
yourself. 'As is the man, so is his strength.' "' So
Gideon stepped forward and Kkilled them, and
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took the ornaments off their camels' necks. The
Israelites said to Gideon, '""Rule over us—you,
your son and your grandson—because you have
saved us out of the hand of Midian." But Gideon
told them, "I will not rule over you, nor will my
son rule over you. The LORD will rule over
you." And he said, "I do have one request, that
each of you give me an earring from your share
of the plunder." (It was the custom of the
Ishmaelites to wear gold earrings.) They
answered, '""We'll be glad to give them." So they
spread out a garment, and each man threw a
ring from his plunder onto it. The weight of the
gold rings he asked for came to seventeen
hundred shekels, not counting the ornaments,
the pendants and the purple garments worn by
the kings of Midian or the chains that were on
their camels' necks. Gideon made the gold into
an ephod, which he placed in Ophrah, his town.
All Israel prostituted themselves by worshiping
it there, and it became a snare to Gideon and his
family. Thus Midian was subdued before the
Israelites and did not raise its head again.
During Gideon's lifetime, the land enjoyed
peace forty years. Jerub-Baal son of Joash went
back home to live. He had seventy sons of his
own, for he had many wives. His concubine,
who lived in Shechem, also bore him a son,
whom he named Abimelech. Gideon son of
Joash died at a good old age and was buried in
the tomb of his father Joash in Ophrah of the
Abiezrites. No sooner had Gideon died than the
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Israelites again prostituted themselves to the
Baals. They set up Baal-Berith as their god and
did not remember the LORD their God, who
had rescued them from the hands of all their
enemies on every side. They also failed to show
kindness to the family of Jerub-Baal (that is,
Gideon) for all the good things he had done for
them. (NIV)

d. Bedan (Barak).

1. Barak is the name the LXX uses; the MT has the
Hebrew name Bedan.

i1. Since the latter is not mentioned in Judges,
perhaps Bedan is another name that Barak had.

i11. However, Youngblood says there is no evi-
dence for this.

iv. He postulates (as others) that there was
probably an early transcriptional error.

v. This may not be any better an answer than
Bedan’s being known, also, as Barak.

e. Jephthah. Judges 10-11.

1. Judges 10:6-14, Again the Israelites did evil in
the eyes of the LORD. They served the Baals
and the Ashtoreths, and the gods of Aram, the
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gods of Sidon, the gods of Moab, the gods of the
Ammonites and the gods of the Philistines. And
because the Israelites forsook the LORD and no
longer served him, he became angry with them.
He sold them into the hands of the Philistines
and the Ammonites, who that year shattered
and crushed them. For eighteen years they
oppressed all the Israelites on the east side of the
Jordan in Gilead, the land of the Amorites. The
Ammonites also crossed the Jordan to fight
against Judah, Benjamin and the house of
Ephraim; and Israel was in great distress. Then
the Israelites cried out to the LORD, '""We have
sinned against you, forsaking our God and
serving the Baals." The LORD replied, "When
the Egyptians, the Amorites, the Ammonites,
the Philistines, the Sidonians, the Amalekites
and the Maonites oppressed you and you cried
to me for help, did I not save you from their
hands? But you have forsaken me and served
other gods, so I will no longer save you. Go and
cry out to the gods you have chosen. Let them
save you when you are in trouble!" (NIV)

i1. Judges 11:1-40, Jephthah the Gileadite was a
mighty warrior. His father was Gilead; his
mother was a prostitute. Gilead's wife also bore
him sons, and when they were grown up, they
drove Jephthah away. "You are not going to get
any inheritance in our family," they said,
"because you are the son of another woman."
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So Jephthah fled from his brothers and settled
in the land of Tob, where a group of adventurers
gathered around him and followed him. Some
time later, when the Ammonites made war on
Israel, the elders of Gilead went to get
Jephthah from the land of Tob. '"Come," they
said, '""be our commander, so we can fight the
Ammonites." Jephthah said to them, "Didn't
you hate me and drive me from my father's
house? Why do you come to me now, when
you're in trouble?' The elders of Gilead said to
him, ""Nevertheless, we are turning to you nows;
come with us to fight the Ammonites, and you
will be our head over all who live in Gilead."
Jephthah answered, "Suppose you take me
back to fight the Ammonites and the LORD
gives them to me— will I really be your head?"
The elders of Gilead replied, '""The LORD is our
witness; we will certainly do as you say." So
Jephthah went with the elders of Gilead, and the
people made him head and commander over
them. And he repeated all his words before the
LORD in Mizpah. Then Jephthah sent
messengers to the Ammonite king with the
question: "What do you have against us that
you have attacked our country?'" The king of
the Ammonites answered  Jephthah's
messengers, ""When Israel came up out of
Egypt, they took away my land from the Arnon
to the Jabbok, all the way to the Jordan. Now
give it back peaceably." Jephthah sent back
messengers to the Ammonite king, saying: '"This
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is what Jephthah says: Israel did not take the
land of Moab or the land of the Ammonites. But
when they came up out of Egypt, Israel went
through the desert to the Red Sea and on to
Kadesh. Then Israel sent messengers to the king
of Edom, saying, 'Give us permission to go
through your country,' but the king of Edom
would not listen. They sent also to the king of
Moab, and he refused. So Israel stayed at
Kadesh. "Next they traveled through the desert,
skirted the lands of Edom and Moab, passed
along the eastern side of the country of Moab,
and camped on the other side of the Arnon.
They did not enter the territory of Moab, for the
Arnon was its border. '"Then Israel sent
messengers to Sihon king of the Amorites, who
ruled in Heshbon, and said to him, 'Let us pass
through your country to our own place.' Sihon,
however, did not trust Israel to pass through his
territory. He mustered all his men and
encamped at Jahaz and fought with Israel.
"Then the LORD, the God of Israel, gave Sihon
and all his men into Israel's hands, and they
defeated them. Israel took over all the land of
the Amorites who lived in that country,
capturing all of it from the Arnon to the Jabbok
and from the desert to the Jordan. '""Now since
the LORD, the God of Israel, has driven the
Amorites out before his people Israel, what
right have you to take it over? Will you not take
what your god Chemosh gives you? Likewise,
whatever the LORD our God has given us, we
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will possess. Are you better than Balak son of
Zippor, king of Moab? Did he ever quarrel with
Israel or fight with them? For three hundred
years Israel occupied Heshbon, Aroer, the
surrounding settlements and all the towns along
the Arnon. Why didn't you retake them during
that time? I have not wronged you, but you are
doing me wrong by waging war against me. Let
the LORD, the Judge, decide the dispute this
day between the Israelites and the Ammonites."
The king of Ammon, however, paid no attention
to the message Jephthah sent him. Then the
Spirit of the LORD came upon Jephthah. He
crossed Gilead and Manasseh, passed through
Mizpah of Gilead, and from there he advanced
against the Ammonites. And Jephthah made a
vow to the LORD : "If you give the Ammonites
into my hands, whatever comes out of the door
of my house to meet me when I return in
triumph from the Ammonites will be the
LORD's, and I will sacrifice it as a burnt
offering." Then Jephthah went over to fight the
Ammonites, and the LORD gave them into his
hands. He devastated twenty towns from Aroer
to the vicinity of Minnith, as far as Abel
Keramim. Thus Israel subdued Ammon. When
Jephthah returned to his home in Mizpah, who
should come out to meet him but his daughter,
dancing to the sound of tambourines! She was
an only child. Except for her he had neither son
nor daughter. When he saw her, he tore his
clothes and cried, '""Oh! My daughter! You have
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made me miserable and wretched, because I
have made a vow to the LORD that I cannot
break." "My father," she replied, "you have
given your word to the LORD. Do to me just as
you promised, now that the LORD has avenged
you of your enemies, the Ammonites. But grant
me this one request,” she said. '"Give me two
months to roam the hills and weep with my
friends, because I will never marry." "You may
g0," he said. And he let her go for two months.
She and the girls went into the hills and wept
because she would never marry. After the two
months, she returned to her father and he did to
her as he had vowed. And she was a virgin.
From this comes the Israelite custom that each
year the young women of Israel go out for four
days to commemorate the daughter of Jephthah
the Gileadite. (NIV)

f. Samuel. 1 Samuel 7:-11.

1. 1 Samuel 7:1-17, So the men of Kiriath
Jearim came and took up the ark of the LORD.
They took it to Abinadab's house on the hill and
consecrated Eleazar his son to guard the ark of
the LORD. It was a long time, twenty years in
all, that the ark remained at Kiriath Jearim,
and all the people of Israel mourned and sought
after the LORD. And Samuel said to the whole
house of Israel, "If you are returning to the
LORD with all your hearts, then rid yourselves
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of the foreign gods and the Ashtoreths and
commit yourselves to the LORD and serve him
only, and he will deliver you out of the hand of
the Philistines." So the Israelites put away their
Baals and Ashtoreths, and served the LORD
only. Then Samuel said, " Assemble all Israel at
Mizpah and I will intercede with the LORD for
you." When they had assembled at Mizpah, they
drew water and poured it out before the LORD.
On that day they fasted and there they
confessed, "We have sinned against the
LORD." And Samuel was leader of Israel at
Mizpah. When the Philistines heard that Israel
had assembled at Mizpah, the rulers of the
Philistines came up to attack them. And when
the Israelites heard of it, they were afraid
because of the Philistines. They said to Samuel,
"Do not stop crying out to the LORD our God
for us, that he may rescue us from the hand of
the Philistines." Then Samuel took a suckling
lamb and offered it up as a whole burnt offering
to the LORD. He cried out to the LORD on
Israel's behalf, and the LORD answered him.
While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt
offering, the Philistines drew near to engage
Israel in battle. But that day the LORD
thundered with loud thunder against the
Philistines and threw them into such a panic
that they were routed before the Israelites. The
men of Israel rushed out of Mizpah and pursued
the Philistines, slaughtering them along the way
to a point below Beth Car. Then Samuel took a
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stone and set it up between Mizpah and Shen.
He named it Ebenezer, saying, '"Thus far has the
LORD helped us." So the Philistines were
subdued and did not invade Israelite territory
again. Throughout Samuel's lifetime, the hand
of the LORD was against the Philistines. The
towns from Ekron to Gath that the Philistines
had captured from Israel were restored to her,
and Israel delivered the neighboring territory
from the power of the Philistines. And there was
peace between Israel and the Amorites. Samuel
continued as judge over Israel all the days of his
life. From year to year he went on a circuit from
Bethel to Gilgal to Mizpah, judging Israel in all
those places. But he always went back to
Ramah, where his home was, and there he also
judged Israel. And he built an altar there to the
LORD. (NIV)

i1. 1 Samuel 8:1-22, When Samuel grew old, he
appointed his sons as judges for Israel. The
name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of
his second was Abijah, and they served at
Beersheba. But his sons did not walk in his ways.
They turned aside after dishonest gain and
accepted bribes and perverted justice. So all the
elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, ""You are
old, and your sons do not walk in your ways;
now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the
other nations have." But when they said, "Give
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us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so
he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told
him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they
have rejected me as their king. As they have
done from the day I brought them up out of
Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen
to them; but warn them solemnly and let them
know what the king who will reign over them
will do." Samuel told all the words of the LORD
to the people who were asking him for a king.
He said, "This is what the king who will reign
over you will do: He will take your sons and
make them serve with his chariots and horses,
and they will run in front of his chariots. Some
he will assign to be commanders of thousands
and commanders of fifties, and others to plow
his ground and reap his harvest, and still others
to make weapons of war and equipment for his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
groves and give them to his attendants. He will
take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage
and give it to his officials and attendants. Your
menservants and maidservants and the best of
your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own
use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you
yourselves will become his slaves. When that
day comes, you will cry out for relief from the
king you have chosen, and the LORD will not
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answer you in that day." But the people refused
to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. "We want
a king over us. Then we will be like all the other
nations, with a Kking to lead us and to go out
before us and fight our battles." When Samuel
heard all that the people said, he repeated it be
the LORD. The LORD answered, '"Listen to
them and give them a king." Then Samuel said
to the men of Israel, "Everyone go back to his
town." (NIV)

i11. 1 Samuel 9:1-27, There was a Benjamite, a
man of standing, whose name was Kish son of
Abiel, the son of Zeror, the son of Becorath, the
son of Aphiah of Benjamin. He had a son named
Saul, an impressive young man without equal
among the Israelites—a head taller than any of
the others. Now the donkeys belonging to Saul's
father Kish were lost, and Kish said to his son
Saul, '""Take one of the servants with you and go
and look for the donkeys." So he passed
through the hill country of Ephraim and
through the area around Shalisha, but they did
not find them. They went on into the district of
Shaalim, but the donkeys were not there. Then
he passed through the territory of Benjamin,
but they did not find them. When they reached
the district of Zuph, Saul said to the servant who
was with him, "Come, let's go back, or my
father will stop thinking about the donkeys and
start worrying about us." But the servant re-
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plied, "Look, in this town there is a man of God;
he is highly respected, and everything he says
comes true. Let's go there now. Perhaps he will
tell us what way to take." Saul said to his
servant, "If we go, what can we give the man?
The food in our sacks is gone. We have no gift to
take to the man of God. What do we have?" The
servant answered him again. "Look," he said,
"I have a quarter of a shekel of silver. I will give
it to the man of God so that he will tell us what
way to take." (Formerly in Israel, if a man went
to inquire of God, he would say, '""Come, let us
go to the seer,”" because the prophet of today
used to be called a seer.) "Good," Saul said to
his servant. "Come, let's go." So they set out for
the town where the man of God was. As they
were going up the hill to the town, they met some
girls coming out to draw water, and they asked
them, "Is the seer here?" "He is," they
answered. ""He's ahead of you. Hurry now; he
has just come to our town today, for the people
have a sacrifice at the high place. As soon as you
enter the town, you will find him before he goes
up to the high place to eat. The people will not
begin eating until he comes, because he must
bless the sacrifice; afterward, those who are
invited will eat. Go up now; you should find him
about this time." They went up to the town, and
as they were entering it, there was Samuel,
coming toward them on his way up to the high
place. Now the day before Saul came, the LORD
had revealed this to Samuel: " About this time
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tomorrow I will send you a man from the land
of Benjamin. Anoint him leader over my people
Israel; he will deliver my people from the hand
of the Philistines. I have looked upon my people,
for their cry has reached me." When Samuel
caught sight of Saul, the LORD said to him,
"This is the man I spoke to you about; he will
govern my people." Saul approached Samuel in
the gateway and asked, '""Would you please tell
me where the seer's house is?" "I am the seer,"
Samuel replied. "Go up ahead of me to the high
place, for today you are to eat with me, and in
the morning I will let you go and will tell you all
that is in your heart. As for the donkeys you lost
three days ago, do not worry about them; they
have been found. And to whom is all the desire
of Israel turned, if not to you and all your
father's family?" Saul answered, '"But am I not
a Benjamite, from the smallest tribe of Israel,
and is not my clan the least of all the clans of the
tribe of Benjamin? Why do you say such a thing
to me?" Then Samuel brought Saul and his
servant into the hall and seated them at the head
of those who were invited— about thirty in
number. Samuel said to the cook, "Bring the
piece of meat I gave you, the one I told you to
lay aside." So the cook took up the leg with what
was on it and set it in front of Saul. Samuel said,
"Here is what has been kept for you. Eat,
because it was set aside for you for this occasion,
from the time I said, 'l have invited guests.' "
And Saul dined with Samuel that day. After
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they came down from the high place to the town,
Samuel talked with Saul on the roof of his
house. They rose about daybreak and Samuel
called to Saul on the roof, "Get ready, and I will
send you on your way." When Saul got ready,
he and Samuel went outside together. As they
were going down to the edge of the town, Samuel
said to Saul, "Tell the servant to go on ahead of
us''- and the servant did so-'""but you stay here
awhile, so that I may give you a message from
God." (NIV)

1v. 1 Samuel 10:1-27, Then Samuel took a flask
of oil and poured it on Saul's head and Kkissed
him, saying, '"Has not the LORD anointed you
leader over his inheritance? When you leave me
today, you will meet two men near Rachel's
tomb, at Zelzah on the border of Benjamin.
They will say to you, '"The donkeys you set out to
look for have been found. And now your father
has stopped thinking about them and is worried
about you. He is asking, '""What shall I do about
my son?" ' "Then you will go on from there
until you reach the great tree of Tabor. Three
men going up to God at Bethel will meet you
there. One will be carrying three young goats,
another three loaves of bread, and another a
skin of wine. They will greet you and offer you
two loaves of bread, which you will accept from
them. "After that you will go to Gibeah of God,
where there is a Philistine outpost. As you app-
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roach the town, you will meet a procession of
prophets coming down from the high place with
lyres, tambourines, flutes and harps being
played before them, and they will be
prophesying. The Spirit of the LORD will come
upon you in power, and you will prophesy with
them; and you will be changed into a different
person. Once these signs are fulfilled, do
whatever your hand finds to do, for God is with
you. "Go down ahead of me to Gilgal. I will
surely come down to you to sacrifice burnt
offerings and fellowship offerings, but you must
wait seven days until I come to you and tell you
what you are to do." As Saul turned to leave
Samuel, God changed Saul's heart, and all these
signs were fulfilled that day. When they arrived
at Gibeah, a procession of prophets met him; the
Spirit of God came upon him in power, and he
joined in their prophesying. When all those who
had formerly known him saw him prophesying
with the prophets, they asked each other,
"What is this that has happened to the son of
Kish? Is Saul also among the prophets?" A man
who lived there answered, '""And who is their
father?'" So it became a saying: "Is Saul also
among the prophets?" After Saul stopped
prophesying, he went to the high place. Now
Saul's uncle asked him and his servant, ""Where
have you been?" "Looking for the donkeys,' he
said. ""But when we saw they were not to be
found, we went to Samuel." Saul's uncle said,
"Tell me what Samuel said to you." Saul re-
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plied, '""He assured us that the donkeys had been
found." But he did not tell his uncle what
Samuel had said about the kingship. Samuel
summoned the people of Israel to the LORD at
Mizpah and said to them, "This is what the
LORD, the God of Israel, says: 'l brought Israel
up out of Egypt, and I delivered you from the
power of Egypt and all the kingdoms that
oppressed you.' But you have now rejected your
God, who saves you out of all your calamities
and distresses. And you have said, 'No, set a
king over us.' So now present yourselves before
the LORD by your tribes and clans." When
Samuel brought all the tribes of Israel near, the
tribe of Benjamin was chosen. Then he brought
forward the tribe of Benjamin, clan by clan, and
Matri's clan was chosen. Finally Saul son of
Kish was chosen. But when they looked for him,
he was not to be found. So they inquired further
of the LORD, "Has the man come here yet?"
And the LORD said, "Yes, he has hidden
himself among the baggage." They ran and
brought him out, and as he stood among the
people he was a head taller than any of the
others. Samuel said to all the people, "Do you
see the man the LORD has chosen? There is no
one like him among all the people." Then the
people shouted, "Long live the king!" Samuel
explained to the people the regulations of the
kingship. He wrote them down on a scroll and
deposited it before the LORD. Then Samuel
dismissed the people, each to his own home. Saul
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also went to his home in Gibeah, accompanied
by valiant men whose hearts God had touched.
But some troublemakers said, "How can this
fellow save us?'" They despised him and brought
him no gifts. But Saul kept silent. (NIV)

v. 1 Samuel 11:1-15, Nahash the Ammonite
went up and besieged Jabesh Gilead. And all the
men of Jabesh said to him, "Make a treaty with
us, and we will be subject to you." But Nahash
the Ammonite replied, "I will make a treaty
with you only on the condition that I gouge out
the right eye of every one of you and so bring
disgrace on all Israel." The elders of Jabesh said
to him, "Give us seven days so we can send
messengers throughout Israel; if no one comes
to rescue us, we will surrender to you." When
the messengers came to Gibeah of Saul and
reported these terms to the people, they all wept
aloud. Just then Saul was returning from the
fields, behind his oxen, and he asked, '""What is
wrong with the people? Why are they
weeping?' Then they repeated to him what the
men of Jabesh had said. When Saul heard their
words, the Spirit of God came upon him in
power, and he burned with anger. He took a
pair of oxen, cut them into pieces, and sent the
pieces by messengers throughout Israel,
proclaiming, "This is what will be done to the
oxen of anyone who does not follow Saul and
Samuel." Then the terror of the LORD fell on
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the people, and they turned out as one man.
When Saul mustered them at Bezek, the men of
Israel numbered three hundred thousand and
the men of Judah thirty thousand. They told the
messengers who had come, ""Say to the men of
Jabesh Gilead, 'By the time the sun is hot
tomorrow, you will be delivered.' " When the
messengers went and reported this to the men of
Jabesh, they were elated. They said to the
Ammonites, "Tomorrow we will surrender to
you, and you can do to us whatever seems good
to you." The next day Saul separated his men
into three divisions; during the last watch of the
night they broke into the camp of the
Ammonites and slaughtered them until the heat
of the day. Those who survived were scattered,
so that no two of them were left together. The
people then said to Samuel, "Who was it that
asked, 'Shall Saul reign over us?' Bring these
men to us and we will put them to death." But
Saul said, "No one shall be put to death today,
for this day the LORD has rescued Israel."
Then Samuel said to the people, '"Come, let us
go to Gilgal and there reaffirm the kingship."
So all the people went to Gilgal and confirmed
Saul as king in the presence of the LORD. There
they sacrificed fellowship offerings before the
LORD, and Saul and all the Israelites held a
great celebration. (NIV)
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vi. Josephus recounts the words of Samuel at this
juncture with this question: “What madness
therefore possessed you to fly from God, and to
desire to be under a king?”. (E-Sword)

3. The Lord delivered. 12:9.

a. 1 Samuel 12:9, "But they forgot the LORD their
God; so he sold them into the hand of Sisera, the
commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hands
of the Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought
against them. (NIV)

b. Brought Israel out of Egypt. Exodus 12-13.

1. Exodus 12:1-51, The LORD said to Moses and
Aaron in Egypt, "This month is to be for you the
first month, the first month of your year. Tell
the whole community of Israel that on the tenth
day of this month each man is to take a lamb for
his family, one for each household. If any
household is too small for a whole lamb, they
must share one with their nearest neighbor,
having taken into account the number of people
there are. You are to determine the amount of
lamb needed in accordance with what each
person will eat. The animals you choose must
be year-old males without defect, and you may
take them from the sheep or the goats. Take
care of them until the fourteenth day of the
month, when all the people of the community of
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Israel must slaughter them at twilight. Then
they are to take some of the blood and put it on
the sides and tops of the doorframes of the
houses where they eat the lambs. That same
night they are to eat the meat roasted over the
fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made
without yeast. Do not eat the meat raw or
cooked in water, but roast it over the fire—
head, legs and inner parts. Do not leave any of it
till morning; if some is left till morning, you
must burn it. This is how you are to eat it: with
your cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals
on your feet and your staff in your hand. Eat it
in haste; it is the LORD's Passover. '""On that
same night I will pass through Egypt and strike
down every firstborn—both men and animals—
and I will bring judgment on all the gods of
Egypt. I am the LORD. The blood will be a sign
for you on the houses where you are; and when
I see the blood, I will pass over you. No
destructive plague will touch you when I strike
Egypt. "This is a day you are to commemorate;
for the generations to come you shall celebrate
it as a festival to the LORD -a lasting ordinance.
For seven days you are to eat bread made
without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast
from your houses, for whoever eats anything
with yeast in it from the first day through the
seventh must be cut off from Israel. On the first
day hold a sacred assembly, and another one on
the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days,
except to prepare food for everyone to eat—that
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is all you may do. "Celebrate the Feast of
Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very
day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt.
Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the
generations to come. In the first month you are
to eat bread made without yeast, from the
evening of the fourteenth day until the evening
of the twenty-first day. For seven days no yeast
is to be found in your houses. And whoever eats
anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the
community of Israel, whether he is an alien or
native-born. Eat nothing made with yeast.
Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened
bread." Then Moses summoned all the elders of
Israel and said to them, "Go at once and select
the animals for your families and slaughter the
Passover lamb. Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it
into the blood in the basin and put some of the
blood on the top and on both sides of the
doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door
of his house until morning. When the LORD
goes through the land to strike down the
Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and
sides of the doorframe and will pass over that
doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to
enter your houses and strike you down. "Obey
these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you
and your descendants. When you enter the land
that the LORD will give you as he promised,
observe this ceremony. And when your children
ask you, 'What does this ceremony mean to
you?' then tell them, 'It is the Passover sacrifice
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to the LORD, who passed over the houses of the
Israelites in Egypt and spared our homes when
he struck down the Egyptians.' " Then the
people bowed down and worshiped. The
Israelites did just what the LORD commanded
Moses and Aaron. At midnight the LORD
struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the
firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to
the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the
dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as
well. Pharaoh and all his officials and all the
Egyptians got up during the night, and there
was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a
house without someone dead. During the night
Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said,
"Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites!
Go, worship the LORD as you have requested.
Take your flocks and herds, as you have said,
and go. And also bless me." The Egyptians
urged the people to hurry and leave the country.
"For otherwise," they said, "we will all die!" So
the people took their dough before the yeast was
added, and carried it on their shoulders in
kneading troughs wrapped in clothing. The
Israelites did as Moses instructed and asked the
Egyptians for articles of silver and gold and for
clothing. The LORD had made the Egyptians
favorably disposed toward the people, and they
gave them what they asked for; so they
plundered the Egyptians. The Israelites
journeyed from Rameses to Succoth. There
were about six hundred thousand men on foot,
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besides women and children. Many other people
went up with them, as well as large droves of
livestock, both flocks and herds. With the dough
they had brought from Egypt, they baked cakes
of unleavened bread. The dough was without
yeast because they had been driven out of Egypt
and did not have time to prepare food for
themselves. Now the length of time the Israelite
people lived in Egypt was 430 years. At the end
of the 430 years, to the very day, all the LORD's
divisions left Egypt. Because the LORD kept
vigil that night to bring them out of Egypt, on
this night all the Israelites are to keep vigil to
honor the LORD for the generations to come.
The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "These
are the regulations for the Passover: "No
foreigner is to eat of it. Any slave you have
bought may eat of it after you have circumcised
him, but a temporary resident and a hired
worker may not eat of it. "It must be eaten
inside one house; take none of the meat outside
the house. Do not break any of the bones. The
whole community of Israel must celebrate it.
"An alien living among you who wants to
celebrate the LORD's Passover must have all
the males in his household circumcised; then he
may take part like one born in the land. No
uncircumcised male may eat of it. The same law
applies to the native-born and to the alien living
among you." All the Israelites did just what the
LORD had commanded Moses and Aaron. And
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on that very day the LORD brought the
Israelites out of Egypt by their divisions. (NIV)

11. Exodus 13:1-22, The LORD said to Moses,
"Consecrate to me every firstborn male. The
first offspring of every womb among the
Israelites belongs to me, whether man or
animal." Then Moses said to the people,
"Commemorate this day, the day you came out
of Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the
LORD brought you out of it with a mighty hand.
Eat nothing containing yeast. Today, in the
month of Abib, you are leaving. When the
LORD brings you into the land of the
Canaanites, Hittites, Amorites, Hivites and
Jebusites—the land he swore to your
forefathers to give you, a land flowing with milk
and honey—you are to observe this ceremony in
this month: For seven days eat bread made
without yeast and on the seventh day hold a
festival to the LORD. Eat unleavened bread
during those seven days; nothing with yeast in it
is to be seen among you, nor shall any yeast be
seen anywhere within your borders. On that day
tell your son, 'I do this because of what the
LORD did for me when I came out of Egypt.'
This observance will be for you like a sign on
your hand and a reminder on your forehead
that the law of the LORD is to be on your lips.
For the LORD brought you out of Egypt with
his mighty hand. You must keep this ordinance
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at the appointed time year after year. "After the
LORD brings you into the land of the
Canaanites and gives it to you, as he promised
on oath to you and your forefathers, you are to
give over to the LORD the first offspring of
every womb. All the firstborn males of your
livestock belong to the LORD. Redeem with a
lamb every firstborn donkey, but if you do not
redeem it, break its neck. Redeem every
firstborn among your sons. "In days to come,
when your son asks you, 'What does this mean?'
say to him, 'With a mighty hand the LORD
brought us out of Egypt, out of the land of
slavery. When Pharaoh stubbornly refused to
let us go, the LORD Kkilled every firstborn in
Egypt, both man and animal. This is why I
sacrifice to the LORD the first male offspring of
every womb and redeem each of my firstborn
sons.' And it will be like a sign on your hand and
a symbol on your forehead that the LORD
brought us out of Egypt with his mighty hand."
When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not
lead them on the road through the Philistine
country, though that was shorter. For God said,
"If they face war, they might change their minds
and return to Egypt." So God led the people
around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.
The Israelites went up out of Egypt armed for
battle. Moses took the bones of Joseph with him
because Joseph had made the sons of Israel
swear an oath. He had said, "God will surely
come to your aid, and then you must carry my
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bones up with you from this place." After
leaving Succoth they camped at Etham on the
edge of the desert. By day the LORD went ahead
of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on
their way and by night in a pillar of fire to give
them light, so that they could travel by day or
night. Neither the pillar of cloud by day nor the
pillar of fire by night left its place in front of the
people. (NIV)

c. Delivered from the hands of Sisera. Judges 4-5.

1. Judges 4:1-24, After Ehud died, the Israelites
once again did evil in the eyes of the LORD. So
the LORD sold them into the hands of Jabin, a
king of Canaan, who reigned in Hazor. The
commander of his army was Sisera, who lived in
Harosheth Haggoyim. Because he had nine
hundred iron chariots and had cruelly
oppressed the Israelites for twenty years, they
cried to the LORD for help. Deborah, a
prophetess, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading
Israel at that time. She held court under the
Palm of Deborah between Ramah and Bethel
in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites
came to her to have their disputes decided. She
sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in
Naphtali and said to him, "The LORD, the God
of Israel, commands you: 'Go, take with you ten
thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead
the way to Mount Tabor. I will lure Sisera, the
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commander of Jabin's army, with his chariots
and his troops to the Kishon River and give him
into your hands.' " Barak said to her, "If you
go with me, I will go; but if you don't go with
me, [ won't go." "Very well," Deborah said, "I
will go with you. But because of the way you are
going about this, the honor will not be yours, for
the LORD will hand Sisera over to a woman."
So Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh, where
he summoned Zebulun and Naphtali. Ten
thousand men followed him, and Deborah also
went with him. Now Heber the Kenite had left
the other Kenites, the descendants of Hobab,
Moses' brother-in-law, and pitched his tent by
the great tree in Zaanannim near Kedesh. When
they told Sisera that Barak son of Abinoam had
gone up to Mount Tabor, Sisera gathered
together his nine hundred iron chariots and all
the men with him, from Harosheth Haggoyim to
the Kishon River. Then Deborah said to Barak,
"Go! This is the day the LORD has given Sisera
into your hands. Has not the LORD gone ahead
of you?" So Barak went down Mount Tabor,
followed by ten thousand men. At Barak's
advance, the LORD routed Sisera and all his
chariots and army by the sword, and Sisera
abandoned his chariot and fled on foot. But
Barak pursued the chariots and army as far as
Harosheth Haggoyim. All the troops of Sisera
fell by the sword; not a man was left. Sisera,
however, fled on foot to the tent of Jael, the wife
of Heber the Kenite, because there were friendly
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relations between Jabin king of Hazor and the
clan of Heber the Kenite. Jael went out to meet
Sisera and said to him, '""Come, my Lord , come
right in. Don't be afraid."” So he entered her
tent, and she put a covering over him. "I'm
thirsty," he said. ""Please give me some water."
She opened a skin of milk, gave him a drink, and
covered him up. "Stand in the doorway of the
tent," he told her. "If someone comes by and
asks you, 'Is anyone here?' say 'No.' " But Jael,
Heber's wife, picked up a tent peg and a
hammer and went quietly to him while he lay
fast asleep, exhausted. She drove the peg
through his temple into the ground, and he died.
Barak came by in pursuit of Sisera, and Jael
went out to meet him. "Come," she said, "I will
show you the man you're looking for." So he
went in with her, and there lay Sisera with the
tent peg through his temple-dead. On that day
God subdued Jabin, the Canaanite king, before
the Israelites. And the hand of the Israelites
grew stronger and stronger against Jabin, the
Canaanite king, until they destroyed him. (NIV)

ii. Judges 5:1-31, On that day Deborah and
Barak son of Abinoam sang this song: "When
the princes in Israel take the lead, when the
people willingly offer themselves—praise the
LORD! "Hear this, you kings! Listen, you
rulers! I will sing to the LORD, I will sing; 1
will make music to the LORD, the God of Israel.
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"O LORD, when you went out from Seir, when
you marched from the land of Edom, the earth
shook, the heavens poured, the clouds poured
down water. The mountains quaked before the
LORD, the One of Sinai, before the LORD, the
God of Israel. "In the days of Shamgar son of
Anath, in the days of Jael, the roads were
abandoned; travelers took to winding paths.
Village life in Israel ceased, ceased until I,
Deborah, arose, arose a mother in Israel. When
they chose new gods, war came to the city gates,
and not a shield or spear was seen among forty
thousand in Israel. My heart is with Israel's
princes, with the willing volunteers among the
people. Praise the LORD! "You who ride on
white donkeys, sitting on your saddle blankets,
and you who walk along the road, consider the
voice of the singers at the watering places. They
recite the righteous acts of the LORD, the
righteous acts of his warriors in Israel. "Then
the people of the LORD went down to the city
gates. 'Wake up, wake up, Deborah! Wake up,
wake up, break out in song! Arise, O
Barak! Take captive your captives, O son of
Abinoam.' "Then the men who were left came
down to the nobles; the people of the LORD
came to me with the mighty. Some came from
Ephraim, whose roots were in Amalek;
Benjamin was with the people who followed you.
From Makir captains came down, from
Zebulun those who bear a commander's staff.
The princes of Issachar were with Deborah; yes,
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Issachar was with Barak, rushing after him into
the valley. In the districts of Reuben there was
much searching of heart. Why did you stay
among the campfires to hear the whistling for
the flocks? In the districts of Reuben there was
much searching of heart. Gilead stayed beyond
the Jordan. And Dan, why did he linger by the
ships? Asher remained on the coastand
stayed in his coves. The people of Zebulun
risked their very lives; so did Naphtali on the
heights of the field. "Kings came, they fought;
the kings of Canaan fought at Taanach by the
waters of Megiddo, but they carried off no
silver, no plunder. From the heavens the stars
fought, from their courses they fought against
Sisera. The river Kishon swept them away, the
age-old river, the river Kishon. March on, my
soul; be strong! Then thundered the horses'
hoofs—galloping, galloping go his mighty
steeds. 'Curse Meroz,' said the angel of the
LORD. 'Curse its people bitterly, because they
did not come to help the LORD, to help the
LORD against the mighty.' '""Most blessed of
women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite,
most blessed of tent-dwelling women. He asked
for water, and she gave him milk; in a bowl fit
for nobles she brought him curdled milk. Her
hand reached for the tent peg, her right hand
for the workman's hammer. She struck Sisera,
she crushed his head, she shattered and pierced
his temple. At her feet he sank, he fell; there he
lay. At her feet he sank, he fell; where he sank,
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there he fell-dead. "Through the window
peered Sisera's mother; behind the lattice she
cried out, '"Why is his chariot so long in coming?
Why is the clatter of his chariots delayed?' The
wisest of her ladies answer her; indeed, she
keeps saying to herself, 'Are they not finding
and dividing the spoils: a girl or two for each
man, colorful garments as plunder for Sisera,
colorful garments embroidered, highly
embroidered garments for my neck—all this as
plunder?' ""So may all your enemies perish, O
LORD! But may they who love you be like the
sun when it rises in its strength." Then the land
had peace forty years. (NIV)

d. Delivered from the Philistines. Judges 13-16.

1. Judges 13:1-25, Again the Israelites did evil in
the eyes of the LORD, so the LORD delivered
them into the hands of the Philistines for forty
years. A certain man of Zorah, named Manoah,
from the clan of the Danites, had a wife who was
sterile and remained childless. The angel of the
LORD appeared to her and said, "You are
sterile and childless, but you are going to
conceive and have a son. Now see to it that you
drink no wine or other fermented drink and
that you do not eat anything unclean, because
you will conceive and give birth to a son. No
razor may be used on his head, because the boy
is to be a Nazirite, set apart to God from birth,

Landmark Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 160018, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor



http://www.biblestudyworkshop.org

Commentary by Ron Thomas, Questions by John C. Sewell, Answers by Wayne Harlan 52

and he will begin the deliverance of Israel from
the hands of the Philistines." Then the woman
went to her husband and told him, "A man of
God came to me. He looked like an angel of
God, very awesome. I didn't ask him where he
came from, and he didn't tell me his name. But
he said to me, 'You will conceive and give birth
to a son. Now then, drink no wine or other
fermented drink and do not eat anything
unclean, because the boy will be a Nazirite of
God from birth until the day of his death.' "
Then Manoah prayed to the LORD : "O LORD,
I beg you, let the man of God you sent to us come
again to teach us how to bring up the boy who is
to be born." God heard Manoah, and the angel
of God came again to the woman while she was
out in the field; but her husband Manoah was
not with her. The woman hurried to tell her
husband, '""He's here! The man who appeared to
me the other day!" Manoah got up and followed
his wife. When he came to the man, he said,
"Are you the one who talked to my wife?" "I
am," he said. So Manoah asked him, "When
your words are fulfilled, what is to be the rule
for the boy's life and work?'" The angel of the
LORD answered, "Your wife must do all that I
have told her. She must not eat anything that
comes from the grapevine, nor drink any wine
or other fermented drink nor eat anything
unclean. She must do everything I have
commanded her." Manoah said to the angel of
the LORD, "We would like you to stay until we
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prepare a young goat for you." The angel of the
LORD replied, "Even though you detain me, I
will not eat any of your food. But if you prepare
a burnt offering, offer it to the LORD."
(Manoah did not realize that it was the angel
of the LORD.) Then Manoah inquired of the
angel of the LORD, "What is your name, so that
we may honor you when your word comes
true?'" He replied, '"Why do you ask my name?
It is beyond understanding." Then Manoah
took a young goat, together with the grain
offering, and sacrificed it on a rock to the
LORD. And the LORD did an amazing thing
while Manoah and his wife watched: As the
flame blazed up from the altar toward heaven,
the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame.
Seeing this, Manoah and his wife fell with their
faces to the ground. When the angel of the
LORD did not show himself again to Manoah
and his wife, Manoah realized that it was the
angel of the LORD. "We are doomed to die!" he
said to his wife. ""We have seen God!" But his
wife answered, "If the LORD had meant to kill
us, he would not have accepted a burnt offering
and grain offering from our hands, nor shown
us all these things or now told us this." The
woman gave birth to a boy and named him
Samson. He grew and the LORD blessed him,
and the Spirit of the LORD began to stir him
while he was in Mahaneh Dan, between Zorah
and Eshtaol. (NIV)
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i1. Judges 14:1-20, Samson went down to
Timnah and saw there a young Philistine
woman. When he returned, he said to his father
and mother, "I have seen a Philistine woman in
Timnah; now get her for me as my wife." His
father and mother replied, "Isn't there an
acceptable woman among your relatives or
among all our people? Must you go to the
uncircumcised Philistines to get a wife?'" But
Samson said to his father, '"Get her for me.
She's the right one for me." (His parents did not
know that this was from the LORD, who was
seeking an occasion to confront the Philistines;
for at that time they were ruling over Israel.)
Samson went down to Timnah together with his
father and mother. As they approached the
vineyards of Timnah, suddenly a young lion
came roaring toward him. The Spirit of the
LORD came upon him in power so that he tore
the lion apart with his bare hands as he might
have torn a young goat. But he told neither his
father nor his mother what he had done. Then
he went down and talked with the woman, and
he liked her. Some time later, when he went
back to marry her, he turned aside to look at the
lion's carcass. In it was a swarm of bees and
some honey, which he scooped out with his
hands and ate as he went along. When he
rejoined his parents, he gave them some, and
they too ate it. But he did not tell them that he
had taken the honey from the lion's carcass.
Now his father went down to see the woman.
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And Samson made a feast there, as was
customary for bridegrooms. When he appeared,
he was given thirty companions. "Let me tell
you a riddle," Samson said to them. "If you can
give me the answer within the seven days of the
feast, I will give you thirty linen garments and
thirty sets of clothes. If you can't tell me the
answer, you must give me thirty linen garments
and thirty sets of clothes." "Tell us your riddle,"
they said. "Let's hear it." He replied, '"Out of
the eater, something to eat; out of the strong,
something sweet." For three days they could not
give the answer. On the fourth day, they said to
Samson's wife, "Coax your husband into
explaining the riddle for us, or we will burn you
and your father's household to death. Did you
invite us here to rob us?" Then Samson's wife
threw herself on him, sobbing, "You hate me!
You don't really love me. You've given my
people a riddle, but you haven't told me the
answer." "I haven't even explained it to my
father or mother," he replied, "so why should I
explain it to you?'" She cried the whole seven
days of the feast. So on the seventh day he finally
told her, because she continued to press him.
She in turn explained the riddle to her people.
Before sunset on the seventh day the men of the
town said to him, '""What is sweeter than honey?
What is stronger than a lion?" Samson said to
them, "If you had not plowed with my heifer,
you would not have solved my riddle." Then the
Spirit of the LORD came upon him in power. He
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went down to Ashkelon, struck down thirty of
their men, stripped them of their belongings and
gave their clothes to those who had explained
the riddle. Burning with anger, he went up to his
father's house. And Samson's wife was given to
the friend who had attended him at his wedding.
(NIV)

ii1. Judges 15:1-20, Later on, at the time of
wheat harvest, Samson took a young goat and
went to visit his wife. He said, '""I'm going to my
wife's room." But her father would not let him
go in. "I was so sure you thoroughly hated her,"
he said, '"that I gave her to your friend. Isn't her
younger sister more attractive? Take her
instead." Samson said to them, "This time I
have a right to get even with the Philistines; I
will really harm them." So he went out and
caught three hundred foxes and tied them tail to
tail in pairs. He then fastened a torch to every
pair of tails, lit the torches and let the foxes loose
in the standing grain of the Philistines. He
burned up the shocks and standing grain,
together with the vineyards and olive groves.
When the Philistines asked, '""Who did this?"
they were told, '"Samson, the Timnite's son-in-
law, because his wife was given to his friend."
So the Philistines went up and burned her and
her father to death. Samson said to them, ''Since
you've acted like this, I won't stop until I get my
revenge on you." He attacked them viciously
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and slaughtered many of them. Then he went
down and stayed in a cave in the rock of Etam.
The Philistines went up and camped in Judah,
spreading out near Lehi. The men of Judah
asked, ""Why have you come to fight us?" '"We
have come to take Samson prisoner," they
answered, ''to do to him as he did to us." Then
three thousand men from Judah went down to
the cave in the rock of Etam and said to Samson,
"Don't you realize that the Philistines are rulers
over us? What have you done to us?" He
answered, "I merely did to them what they did
to me." They said to him, "We've come to tie
you up and hand you over to the Philistines."
Samson said, '""Swear to me that you won't kill
me yourselves." "Agreed," they answered. ""We
will only tie you up and hand you over to them.
We will not kill you." So they bound him with
two new ropes and led him up from the rock. As
he approached Lehi, the Philistines came
toward him shouting. The Spirit of the LORD
came upon him in power. The ropes on his arms
became like charred flax, and the bindings
dropped from his hands. Finding a fresh
jawbone of a donkey, he grabbed it and struck
down a thousand men. Then Samson said,
"With a donkey's jawbone I have made donkeys
of them. With a donkey's jawbone I have killed
a thousand men." When he finished speaking,
he threw away the jawbone; and the place was
called Ramath Lehi. Because he was very
thirsty, he cried out to the LORD, "You have
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given your servant this great victory. Must I
now die of thirst and fall into the hands of the
uncircumcised?" Then God opened up the
hollow place in Lehi, and water came out of it.
When Samson drank, his strength returned and
he revived. So the spring was called En
Hakkore, and it is still there in Lehi. Samson led
Israel for twenty years in the days of the
Philistines. (NIV)

iv. Judges 16:1-31, One day Samson went to
Gaza, where he saw a prostitute. He went in to
spend the night with her. The people of Gaza
were told, "Samson is here!" So they
surrounded the place and lay in wait for him all
night at the city gate. They made no move
during the night, saying, ""At dawn we'll kill
him." But Samson lay there only until the
middle of the night. Then he got up and took
hold of the doors of the city gate, together with
the two posts, and tore them loose, bar and all.
He lifted them to his shoulders and carried them
to the top of the hill that faces Hebron. Some
time later, he fell in love with a woman in the
Valley of Sorek whose name was Delilah. The
rulers of the Philistines went to her and said,
"See if you can lure him into showing you the
secret of his great strength and how we can
overpower him so we may tie him up and
subdue him. Each one of us will give you eleven
hundred shekels of silver." So Delilah said to
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Samson, "Tell me the secret of your great
strength and how you can be tied up and
subdued." Samson answered her, "If anyone
ties me with seven fresh thongs that have not
been dried, I'll become as weak as any other
man." Then the rulers of the Philistines brought
her seven fresh thongs that had not been dried,
and she tied him with them. With men hidden in
the room, she called to him, '"Samson, the
Philistines are upon you!" But he snapped the
thongs as easily as a piece of string snaps when
it comes close to a flame. So the secret of his
strength was not discovered. Then Delilah said
to Samson, "You have made a fool of me; you
lied to me. Come now, tell me how you can be
tied." He said, "If anyone ties me securely with
new ropes that have never been used, I'll
become as weak as any other man." So Delilah
took new ropes and tied him with them. Then,
with men hidden in the room, she called to him,
""Samson, the Philistines are upon you!" But he
snapped the ropes off his arms as if they were
threads. Delilah then said to Samson, "Until
now, you have been making a fool of me and
lying to me. Tell me how you can be tied." He
replied, "If you weave the seven braids of my
head into the fabric on the loom and tighten it
with the pin, I'll become as weak as any other
man." So while he was sleeping, Delilah took the
seven braids of his head, wove them into the
fabric and tightened it with the pin. Again she
called to him, ""Samson, the Philistines are upon
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you!" He awoke from his sleep and pulled up the
pin and the loom, with the fabric. Then she said
to him, '""How can you say, 'I love you,' when you
won't confide in me? This is the third time you
have made a fool of me and haven't told me the
secret of your great strength." With such
nagging she prodded him day after day until he
was tired to death. So he told her everything.
""No razor has ever been used on my head," he
said, "because I have been a Nazirite set apart
to God since birth. If my head were shaved, my
strength would leave me, and I would become as
weak as any other man." When Delilah saw that
he had told her everything, she sent word to the
rulers of the Philistines, "Come back once
more; he has told me everything." So the rulers
of the Philistines returned with the silver in
their hands. Having put him to sleep on her lap,
she called a man to shave off the seven braids of
his hair, and so began to subdue him. And his
strength left him. Then she called, '"Samson, the
Philistines are upon you!" He awoke from his
sleep and thought, "I'll go out as before and
shake myself free." But he did not know that the
LORD had left him. Then the Philistines seized
him, gouged out his eyes and took him down to
Gaza. Binding him with bronze shackles, they
set him to grinding in the prison. But the hair on
his head began to grow again after it had been
shaved. Now the rulers of the Philistines
assembled to offer a great sacrifice to Dagon
their god and to celebrate, saying, '""Our god has
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delivered Samson, our enemy, into our hands."
When the people saw him, they praised their
god, saying, '""Our god has delivered our enemy
into our hands, the one who laid waste our land
and multiplied our slain." While they were in
high spirits, they shouted, '"Bring out Samson to
entertain us." So they called Samson out of the
prison, and he performed for them. When they
stood him among the pillars, Samson said to the
servant who held his hand, "Put me where I can
feel the pillars that support the temple, so that I
may lean against them." Now the temple was
crowded with men and women; all the rulers of
the Philistines were there, and on the roof were
about three thousand men and women watching
Samson perform. Then Samson prayed to the
LORD, "O Sovereign LORD, remember me. O
God, please strengthen me just once more, and
let me with one blow get revenge on the
Philistines for my two eyes." Then Samson
reached toward the two central pillars on which
the temple stood. Bracing himself against them,
his right hand on the one and his left hand on
the other, Samson said, '""Let me die with the
Philistines!" Then he pushed with all his might,
and down came the temple on the rulers and all
the people in it. Thus he killed many more when
he died than while he lived. Then his brothers
and his father's whole family went down to get
him. They brought him back and buried him
between Zorah and Eshtaol in the tomb of
Manoah his father. He had led Israel twenty
years. (NIV)
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e. Delivered from Moab. Judges 3:1-31.

1. Judges 3:1-31, These are the nations the
LORD left to test all those Israelites who had not
experienced any of the wars in Canaan (he did
this only to teach warfare to the descendants of
the Israelites who had not had previous battle
experience): the five rulers of the Philistines, all
the Canaanites, the Sidonians, and the Hivites
living in the Lebanon mountains from Mount
Baal Hermon to Lebo Hamath. They were left
to test the Israelites to see whether they would
obey the LORD's commands, which he had
given their forefathers through Moses. The
Israelites lived among the Canaanites, Hittites,
Amorites, Perizzites, Hivites and Jebusites.
They took their daughters in marriage and gave
their own daughters to their sons, and served
their gods. The Israelites did evil in the eyes of
the LORD; they forgot the LORD their God and
served the Baals and the Asherahs. The anger of
the LORD burned against Israel so that he sold
them into the hands of Cushan-Rishathaim king
of Aram Naharaim, to whom the Israelites were
subject for eight years. But when they cried out
to the LORD, he raised up for them a deliverer,
Othniel son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother,
who saved them. The Spirit of the LORD came
upon him, so that he became Israel's judge and
went to war. The LORD gave Cushan-
Rishathaim king of Aram into the hands of
Othniel, who overpowered him. So the land had
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peace for forty years, until Othniel son of Kenaz
died. Once again the Israelites did evil in the
eyes of the LORD, and because they did this evil
the LORD gave Eglon king of Moab power over
Israel. Getting the Ammonites and Amalekites
to join him, Eglon came and attacked Israel, and
they took possession of the City of Palms. The
Israelites were subject to Eglon king of Moab
for eighteen years. Again the Israelites cried out
to the LORD, and he gave them a deliverer—
Ehud, a left-handed man, the son of Gera the
Benjamite. The Israelites sent him with tribute
to Eglon king of Moab. Now Ehud had made a
double-edged sword about a foot and a half
long, which he strapped to his right thigh under
his clothing. He presented the tribute to Eglon
king of Moab, who was a very fat man. After
Ehud had presented the tribute, he sent on their
way the men who had carried it. At the idols
near Gilgal he himself turned back and said, "I
have a secret message for you, O king." The
king said, "Quiet!" And all his attendants left
him. Ehud then approached him while he was
sitting alone in the upper room of his summer
palace and said, "I have a message from God
for you." As the king rose from his seat, Ehud
reached with his left hand, drew the sword from
his right thigh and plunged it into the king's
belly. Even the handle sank in after the blade,
which came out his back. Ehud did not pull the
sword out, and the fat closed in over it. Then
Ehud went out to the porch; he shut the doors

Landmark Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 160018, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor



http://www.biblestudyworkshop.org

Commentary by Ron Thomas, Questions by John C. Sewell, Answers by Wayne Harlan 64

of the upper room behind him and locked them.
After he had gone, the servants came and found
the doors of the upper room locked. They said,
""He must be relieving himself in the inner room
of the house." They waited to the point of
embarrassment, but when he did not open the
doors of the room, they took a key and unlocked
them. There they saw their lord fallen to the
floor, dead. While they waited, Ehud got away.
He passed by the idols and escaped to Seirah.
When he arrived there, he blew a trumpet in the
hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went
down with him from the hills, with him leading
them. "Follow me," he ordered, '"for the LORD
has given Moab, your enemy, into your hands."
So they followed him down and, taking
possession of the fords of the Jordan that led to
Moab, they allowed no one to cross over. At that
time they struck down about ten thousand
Moabites, all vigorous and strong; not a man
escaped. That day Moab was made subject to
Israel, and the land had peace for eighty years.
After Ehud came Shamgar son of Anath, who
struck down six hundred Philistines with an
oxgoad. He too saved Israel. (NIV)

4. The Lord’s leaders and deliverances were the results of a
penitent attitude. 12:10-11.

a. 1 Samuel 12:10, 11, They cried out to the LORD
and said, 'We have sinned; we have forsaken the
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LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But
now deliver us from the hands of our enemies, and we
will serve you.' Then the LORD sent Jerub-Baal,
Barak, Jephthah and Samuel, and he delivered you
from the hands of your enemies on every side, so that
you lived securely. (NIV)

b. The Lord’s bondage was because the people of Israel
“forgot the Lord.” 12:9.

1. 1 Samuel 12:9, "But they forgot the LORD
their God; so he sold them into the hand of
Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor,
and into the hands of the Philistines and the king
of Moab, who fought against them. (NIV)

B. Current circumstances that brought about Israel’s king. 12:12-
15.

1. 1 Samuel 12:12-15, "But when you saw that Nahash
king of the Ammonites was moving against you, you said
to me, 'No, we want a king to rule over us'-even though the
LORD your God was your king. Now here is the king you
have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the LORD has set
a king over you. If you fear the LORD and serve and obey
him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both
you and the king who reigns over you follow the LORD
your God-good! But if you do not obey the LORD, and if
you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against
you, as it was against your fathers. (NIV)

2. Threatened by Nahash, the Ammonite.
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a. Gordon said that, “That as a summary of recent events
the verse appears to stand history on its head, for the
issue of the monarchy has been thrashed out before
Nahash even set out for Jabesh-Gilead.” (p. 128)

b. It only appears this way; consider the following: . . .

1. Perhaps for some time Nahash threatened the
area of the Transjordan.

11. Because of this, that Samuel’s sons were not as
Samuel was, and the people just wanted to be like

others, the Israelites desired a king. 1 Samuel 8:1-
22.

i11. 1 Samuel 8:1-22, When Samuel grew old, he
appointed his sons as judges for Israel. The
name of his firstborn was Joel and the name of
his second was Abijah, and they served at
Beersheba. But his sons did not walk in his ways.
They turned aside after dishonest gain and
accepted bribes and perverted justice. So all the
elders of Israel gathered together and came to
Samuel at Ramah. They said to him, ""You are
old, and your sons do not walk in your ways;
now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the
other nations have." But when they said, "Give
us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so
he prayed to the LORD. And the LORD told
him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to
you; it is not you they have rejected, but they
have rejected me as their king. As they have
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done from the day I brought them up out of
Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving
other gods, so they are doing to you. Now listen
to them; but warn them solemnly and let them
know what the king who will reign over them
will do." Samuel told all the words of the LORD
to the people who were asking him for a king.
He said, "This is what the king who will reign
over you will do: He will take your sons and
make them serve with his chariots and horses,
and they will run in front of his chariots. Some
he will assign to be commanders of thousands
and commanders of fifties, and others to plow
his ground and reap his harvest, and still others
to make weapons of war and equipment for his
chariots. He will take your daughters to be
perfumers and cooks and bakers. He will take
the best of your fields and vineyards and olive
groves and give them to his attendants. He will
take a tenth of your grain and of your vintage
and give it to his officials and attendants. Your
menservants and maidservants and the best of
your cattle and donkeys he will take for his own
use. He will take a tenth of your flocks, and you
yourselves will become his slaves. When that
day comes, you will cry out for relief from the
king you have chosen, and the LORD will not
answer you in that day." But the people refused
to listen to Samuel. "No!" they said. '""We want
a king over us. Then we will be like all the other
nations, with a king to lead us and to go out
before us and fight our battles." When Samuel
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heard all that the people said, he repeated it
before the LORD. The LORD answered,
"Listen to them and give them a king." Then
Samuel said to the men of Israel, "Everyone go
back to his town." (NIV)

c. In chapter 10, Samuel anointed Israel’s new king.
1. Then Nahash threatened Israel.
i1. Saul stood up and delivered Israel!

3. The Lord approved Israel’s request for a king.

a. The Lord understood this long before the event of
history as recorded in Samuel.

b. Nevertheless, God was disappointed that He was
rejected.

c. But, knowing that spiritually immature people desire
their own way, the Lord granted it.

d. This was in accordance with His will.

¢. The old adage, “The bed you make is the bed you must
lie in,” takes hold now: “...here is the king whom you
have chosen...”

4. He set up the king.

a. Here is your king.
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b. Listen to the Lord.

1. If they listen, obey, then all will be well.

i1. If they refuse to listen, consider the application
of Deuteronomy 28:1-68.

i11. Deuteronomy 28:1-68, If you fully obey the
LORD your God and carefully follow all his
commands I give you today, the LORD your
God will set you high above all the nations on
earth. All these blessings will come upon you
and accompany you if you obey the LORD your
God: You will be blessed in the city and blessed
in the country. The fruit of your womb will be
blessed, and the crops of your land and the
young of your livestock—the calves of your
herds and the lambs of your flocks. Your basket
and your kneading trough will be blessed. You
will be blessed when you come in and blessed
when you go out. The LORD will grant that the
enemies who rise up against you will be defeated
before you. They will come at you from one
direction but flee from you in seven. The LORD
will send a blessing on your barns and on
everything you put your hand to. The LORD
your God will bless you in the land he is giving
you. The LORD will establish you as his holy
people, as he promised you on oath, if you keep
the commands of the LORD your God and walk
in his ways. Then all the peoples on earth will
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see that you are called by the name of the
LORD, and they will fear you. The LORD will
grant you abundant prosperity—in the fruit of
your womb, the young of your livestock and the
crops of your ground—in the land he swore to
your forefathers to give you. The LORD will
open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty,
to send rain on your land in season and to bless
all the work of your hands. You will lend to
many nations but will borrow from none. The
LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If
you pay attention to the commands of the
LORD your God that I give you this day and
carefully follow them, you will always be at the
top, never at the bottom. Do not turn aside from
any of the commands I give you today, to the
right or to the left, following other gods and
serving them. However, if you do not obey the
LORD your God and do not carefully follow all
his commands and decrees I am giving you
today, all these curses will come upon you and
overtake you: You will be cursed in the city and
cursed in the country. Your basket and your
kneading trough will be cursed. The fruit of
your womb will be cursed, and the crops of your
land, and the calves of your herds and the lambs
of your flocks. You will be cursed when you
come in and cursed when you go out. The LORD
will send on you curses, confusion and rebuke in
everything you put your hand to, until you are
destroyed and come to sudden ruin because of
the evil you have done in forsaking him. The
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LORD will plague you with diseases until he has
destroyed you from the land you are entering to
possess. The LORD will strike you with wasting
disease, with fever and inflammation, with
scorching heat and drought, with blight and
mildew, which will plague you until you perish.
The sky over your head will be bronze, the
ground beneath you iron. The LORD will turn
the rain of your country into dust and powders;
it will come down from the skies until you are
destroyed. The LORD will cause you to be
defeated before your enemies. You will come at
them from one direction but flee from them in
seven, and you will become a thing of horror to
all the kingdoms on earth. Your carcasses will
be food for all the birds of the air and the beasts
of the earth, and there will be no one to frighten
them away. The LORD will afflict you with the
boils of Egypt and with tumors, festering sores
and the itch, from which you cannot be cured.
The LORD will afflict you with madness,
blindness and confusion of mind. At midday you
will grope about like a blind man in the dark.
You will be unsuccessful in everything you do;
day after day you will be oppressed and robbed,
with no one to rescue you. You will be pledged
to be married to a woman, but another will take
her and ravish her. You will build a house, but
you will not live in it. You will plant a vineyard,
but you will not even begin to enjoy its fruit.
Your ox will be slaughtered before your eyes,
but you will eat none of it. Your donkey will be
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forcibly taken from you and will not be
returned. Your sheep will be given to your
enemies, and no one will rescue them. Your sons
and daughters will be given to another nation,
and you will wear out your eyes watching for
them day after day, powerless to lift a hand. A
people that you do not know will eat what your
land and labor produce, and you will have
nothing but cruel oppression all your days. The
sights you see will drive you mad. The LORD
will afflict your knees and legs with painful boils
that cannot be cured, spreading from the soles
of your feet to the top of your head. The LORD
will drive you and the king you set over you to a
nation unknown to you or your fathers. There
you will worship other gods, gods of wood and
stone. You will become a thing of horror and an
object of scorn and ridicule to all the nations
where the LORD will drive you. You will sow
much seed in the field but you will harvest little,
because locusts will devour it. You will plant
vineyards and cultivate them but you will not
drink the wine or gather the grapes, because
worms will eat them. You will have olive trees
throughout your country but you will not use
the oil, because the olives will drop off. You will
have sons and daughters but you will not keep
them, because they will go into captivity.
Swarms of locusts will take over all your trees
and the crops of your land. The alien who lives
among you will rise above you higher and
higher, but you will sink lower and lower. He

Landmark Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 160018, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor



http://www.biblestudyworkshop.org

Commentary by Ron Thomas, Questions by John C. Sewell, Answers by Wayne Harlan 73

will lend to you, but you will not lend to him. He
will be the head, but you will be the tail. All these
curses will come upon you. They will pursue you
and overtake you until you are destroyed,
because you did not obey the LORD your God
and observe the commands and decrees he gave
you. They will be a sign and a wonder to you and
your descendants forever. Because you did not
serve the LORD your God joyfully and gladly in
the time of prosperity, therefore in hunger and
thirst, in nakedness and dire poverty, you will
serve the enemies the LORD sends against you.
He will put an iron yoke on your neck until he
has destroyed you. The LORD will bring a
nation against you from far away, from the ends
of the earth, like an eagle swooping down, a
nation whose language you will not understand,
a fierce-looking nation without respect for the
old or pity for the young. They will devour the
young of your livestock and the crops of your
land until you are destroyed. They will leave you
no grain, new wine or oil, nor any calves of your
herds or lambs of your flocks until you are
ruined. They will lay siege to all the cities
throughout your land until the high fortified
walls in which you trust fall down. They will
besiege all the cities throughout the land the
LORD your God is giving you. Because of the
suffering that your enemy will inflict on you
during the siege, you will eat the fruit of the
womb, the flesh of the sons and daughters the
LORD your God has given you. Even the most
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gentle and sensitive man among you will have no
compassion on his own brother or the wife he
loves or his surviving children, and he will not
give to one of them any of the flesh of his
children that he is eating. It will be all he has left
because of the suffering your enemy will inflict
on you during the siege of all your cities. The
most gentle and sensitive woman among you—
so sensitive and gentle that she would not
venture to touch the ground with the sole of her
foot—will begrudge the husband she loves and
her own son or daughter the afterbirth from her
womb and the children she bears. For she
intends to eat them secretly during the siege and
in the distress that your enemy will inflict on
you in your cities. If you do not carefully follow
all the words of this law, which are written in
this book, and do not revere this glorious and
awesome name—the LORD your God- the
LORD will send fearful plagues on you and your
descendants, harsh and prolonged disasters,
and severe and lingering illnesses. He will bring
upon you all the diseases of Egypt that you
dreaded, and they will cling to you. The LORD
will also bring on you every kind of sickness and
disaster not recorded in this Book of the Law,
until you are destroyed. You who were as
numerous as the stars in the sky will be left but
few in number, because you did not obey the
LORD your God. Just as it pleased the LORD
to make you prosper and increase in number, so
it will please him to ruin and destroy you. You
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will be uprooted from the land you are entering
to possess. Then the LORD will scatter you
among all nations, from one end of the earth to
the other. There you will worship other gods—
gods of wood and stone, which neither you nor
your fathers have known. Among those nations
you will find no repose, no resting place for the
sole of your foot. There the LORD will give you
an anxious mind, eyes weary with longing, and
a despairing heart. You will live in constant
suspense, filled with dread both night and day,
never sure of your life. In the morning you will
say, "If only it were evening!" and in the
evening, "If only it were morning!''-because of
the terror that will fill your hearts and the sights
that your eyes will see. The LORD will send you
back in ships to Egypt on a journey I said you
should never make again. There you will offer
yourselves for sale to your enemies as male and
female slaves, but no one will buy you. (NIV)

C. The Lord’s witness against Israel. 12:16-25.

1. 1 Samuel 12:16-25, ""Now then, stand still and see this
great thing the LORD is about to do before your eyes! Is it
not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the LORD to send
thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing
you did in the eyes of the LORD when you asked for a
king." Then Samuel called upon the LORD, and that same
day the LORD sent thunder and rain. So all the people
stood in awe of the LORD and of Samuel. The people all
said to Samuel, "Pray to the LORD your God for your ser-
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vants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our
other sins the evil of asking for a king." '""Do not be afraid,"
Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil; yet do not
turn away from the LORD, but serve the LORD with all
your heart. Do not turn away after useless idols. They can
do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are
useless. For the sake of his great name the LORD will not
reject his people, because the LORD was pleased to make
you his own. As for me, far be it from me that I should sin
against the LORD by failing to pray for you. And I will
teach you the way that is good and right. But be sure to
fear the LORD and serve him faithfully with all your
heart; consider what great things he has done for you. Yet
if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be
swept away." (NIV)

2. To show the displeasure of the Lord — by this time Samuel
was already a credible witness to the Lord’s will — Samuel

said the Lord would bring a strange (great) thing.

a. The wheat is harvested in May — June, the early time
of the dry season. (Gordon)

b. The thunder and rain the Lord sent could actually
destroy the crops.

1. The people clearly understood they were at the
Lord’s mercy.

c. Interestingly, Josephus said the Lord sent a winter
storm. (Antiquities, 6.5, p. 158)
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3. The people responded just as one would have expected and
they appealed to Samuel to pray to the Lord on their behalf.

a. This Samuel did and exhorted them further.

b. It is interesting to note that Samuel “attained” the
same status of Abraham (Genesis 20:7, 17) and Moses.
(Numbers 11:2; 21:7; Deuteronomy 9:20. 26)

1. Genesis 20:7, 17, Now return the man's wife,
for he is a prophet, and he will pray for you and
you will live. But if you do not return her, you
may be sure that you and all yours will die."
Then Abraham prayed to God, and God healed
Abimelech, his wife and his slave girls so they
could have children again, (NIV)

ii. Numbers 11:2, When the people cried out to
Moses, he prayed to the LORD and the fire died
down. (NIV)

iii. Numbers 21:7, The people came to Moses
and said, '""We sinned when we spoke against the
LORD and against you. Pray that the LORD
will take the snakes away from us." So Moses
prayed for the people. (NIV)

iv. Deuteronomy 9:20, 26, And the LORD was
angry enough with Aaron to destroy him, but at
that time I prayed for Aaron too. I prayed to the
LORD and said, "O Sovereign LORD, do not
destroy your people, your own inheritance that
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you redeemed by your great power and brought
out of Egypt with a mighty hand. (NIV)

c. He did not shy away and tell them, “It will be
alright...”, but he did say to them they were indeed
wicked in their actions, “yet do not turn aside from
following the Lord...”

d. The events of the moment were to get their attention
and warn them.

1. This it did...for a while!
4. As Samuel exhorted them to stay with the Lord, he
encouraged them to understand that if they stay with the Lord,

the Lord will not forsake (or abandon) them.

a. This gets us to a point of understanding the
academics.

b. We can understand information, but that
understanding does not always result in application.

c. As the children of Israel failed, many do today.
1. What was the problem?

i1. The same one we have today; it is called, “I
want!”

Landmark Publications, Inc., P.O. Box 160018, Nashville, TN 37216, U.S.A., John C. Sewell, Ph.D., Editor



http://www.biblestudyworkshop.org

Commentary by Ron Thomas, Questions by John C. Sewell, Answers by Wayne Harlan 79

Questions
On
1 Samuel 12:1-25

(Questions based on NIV text.)

I.“ said to all ;¢ have
to you have said to me and have set

a over you. Now you have a as your
. As forme, I am and ,

and my are here with you. 1 have been your
from my until this day.

against me in the of the and his
Whose have 1 taken? Whose

have I taken? Whom have I ? Whom

have 1 ? From whose have 1
a to make me my

? If T have done any of these, I will

299

2. Could you stand before everyone who has known you and ask Samuel’s
questions with the assurance that all would find you blameless? If not, why
not? What can you do to make things right?
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3.““You have or
us,” they replied. ‘You have
from ’S »”
4, said to them, ‘The 1S
against you, and also his is
this , that you have not
in my 299
5.“‘He s ,” they said.”
6. “Then said to the , ‘It 1s the
who and
and your up out
of . Now then, ,
because I am going to you with before
the as to all the
by the for and your
7. ¢ ¢ After , they
to the for , and the
sent and , who
your out of and

299

them in this

8. “But they the their ;

so he them into the of ,

the of the of , and

into the of the and the

of ,  who against them. They
to the and said, ‘We
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have ; we have the
and the and the :
But now us from the of our
, and we will you.” Then the
sent , ,
and , and he you
from the of your on every
, SO

299

9. List examples of God’s delivering Israel as contained in verses 6-11. Be
prepared to give details of each of these deliverances.

10. Give all the information possible about the Baals and the Ashtoreths.

11. According to 1 Samuel 12, of what sins had Israel been guilty? What
were they told to do to be forgiven?
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12. “ ‘But when you saw that of the
was against you, you said to me,
¢ , We want a to over us’ —
even though the your was your
Now here is the you have
, the one you for; see, the
has set a over you. If you fear the Lord

and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both
you and the king who reigns over you follow the Lord your

— good! But if you do not the
, and if you his
, his will be you,
as it was your 7

13. Where did the Ammonites originate and what was their relationship to
the Israelites?

14. “ ‘Now then, and see this
the 1s about to do
before your I'Is it not
now? 1 will upon the to send
and . And you will
what an you did in the
of the when you for a

299
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15. Was one reason Israel wanted a king the fact that neighboring people,
especially the Ammonites, were threatening them and because they
thought a king could better lead their army to victory over their enemies?

Explain your answer.

16. At what time of the year did Samuel make this speech? How did you

determine your answer?

17. “Then called upon the , and that
same the sent and
. So all the n
of the and of ”?
18. “The all said to , ¢
to the your for  your
so that we
, for we have to all our other
the of for a
19.

,> Samuel replied. You have done all this X
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Do after
. They can do you ,
nor can they you, because they are :
For the of his the
will his
, because the was to
make you his . As for me, far be it from me that I should
the by
to for . And I will
you the that is
and . But be sure to the
and him with all your ;
what he has
for you. Yet if you in doing
, both you and your will be
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20. Did Saul have Samuel’s complete support? Did Samuel ever get over
his feeling of rejection because of Israel’s wanting a king to rule over
them? What is your opinion? Consider 1 Samuel 15:1-35 in your response.

21. God is witness of all you do, think and say! What difference does this
make in the way you live?
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22. In what ways can it be said that Samuel attained the same status of
Abraham and Moses? In what ways did he not measure up to Abraham and
Moses?

23. Consider what great things he (God) has done for you! List several of
God’s greatest gifts to you.

24. If you persist in doing evil, you will be swept away! How does this fact
affect the way you live?

25. Do not be afraid! Verse 20. Of what are you afraid? Is all fear bad?
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Answers
To
Questions
On
1 Samuel 12:1-25

(Questions based on NIV text.)

1. “Samuel said to all Israel; ‘I have listened to everything you have said
to me and have set a king over you. Now you have a king as your leader.
As for me, I am old and gray, and my sons are here with you. I have been
your leader from my youth until this day. Here I stand. Testify against
me in the presence of the Lord and his anointed. Whose ox have I taken?
Whose donkey have I taken? Whom have I cheated? Whom have I
oppressed? From whose hand have I accepted a bribe to make me shut
my eyes? If [ have done any of these, [ will make it right.””

2. Could you stand before everyone who has known you and ask Samuel’s
questions with the assurance that all would find you blameless? If not, why
not? What can you do to make things right? Individual answers will vary.
None of us is able to live a life without some blame. We must trust in
the Lord and obey His word.

3. “ * You have not cheated or oppressed us,’ they replied. ‘You have
not taken anything from anyone’s hand.””
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4. “Samuel said to them, ‘The Lord is witness against you, and also his
anointed 1s witness this day, that you have not found anything in my
hand.””

5. ‘He is witness,’ they said.”

6. “Then Samuel said to the people, ‘It is the Lord who appointed Moses
and Aaron and brought your forefathers up out of Egypt. Now then,
stand here because I am going to confront you with evidence before the
Lord as to all the righteous acts performed by the Lord for you and your
fathers.””

7. ¢ After Jacob entered Egypt, they cried to the Lord for help, and the
Lord sent Moses and Aaron, who brought your forefathers out of Egypt
and settled them in this place.’”

8. “But they forgot the Lord their God; so he sold them into the hand of
Sisera, the commander of the army of Hazor, and into the hands of the
Philistines and the king of Moab, who fought against them. They cried
out to the Lord and said, ‘We have sinned; we have forsaken the Lord
and served the Baals and the Ashtoreths. But now deliver us from the
hands of our enemies, and we will serve you.” Then the Lord sent Jerub-
Baal, Barak, Jepthah and Samuel, and he delivered you from the hands
of your enemies on every side, so you lived securely.’”

9. List examples of God’s delivering Israel as contained in verses 6-11. Be
prepared to give details of each of these deliverances. Egyptians put
Israel into bondage; Moses and Aaron brought Israel out of Egypt and
bondage. Israel “forgot” their God so they suffered at the hands of the
Philistines, and others. Israel again cried out to God, confessing they
had turned to worshipping idols. God sent Gideon, Barak and
Deborah, Jephthah, and Samuel to deliver them.
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10. Give all the information possible about the Baals and the Ashtoreths.
Baal was lord of Canaanite religion. He was their god of fertility and
rain. He was most _important to their agriculture. He was a
bloodthirsty erotic_evil god. Even his “worship” was very erotic.
Ashtoreth was Canaanite goddess of fertility, love, and war. Spouse of
Baal.

11. According to 1 Samuel 12, of what sins had Israel been guilty? What
were they told to do to be forgiven? They had rebelled against God. If
they would faithfully obey God’s commands, they would be forgiven.

12. * ‘But when you saw that Nahash king of the Ammonites was moving
against you, you said to me, ‘No, we want a king to rule over us’ — even
though the Lord your God was your king. Now here is the king you have
chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. If
you fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his
commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you follow the
Lord your God — good! But if you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel
against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against
your fathers.””

13. Where did the Ammonites originate and what was their relationship to
the Israclites? The Ammonites were descendants of Abraham’s

nephew Lot. He had two sons by his two daughters after fleeing from
Sodom. (Genesis 19:30-36)

14. “ ‘Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to
do before your eyes! Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the Lord
to send thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you
did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked for a king.””
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15. Was one reason Israel wanted a king the fact that neighboring people,
especially the Ammonites, were threatening them and because they
thought a king could better lead their army to victory over their enemies?
Explain your answer. Yes. 8:20 states they wanted a King to “go before
us and fight our battles.”

16. At what time of the year did Samuel make this speech? How did you
determine your answer? It was the time of the wheat harvest, which was
May-June. The early time of the dry season.

17. “Then Samuel called upon the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent
thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and of
Samuel.”

18. “The people all said to Samuel, ‘Pray to the Lord your God for your
servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our other sins
the evil of asking for a king.””

19. “ ‘Do not be afraid,” Samuel replied. You have done all this evil; yet
do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart.
Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can
they rescue you, because they are useless. For the sake of his great name
the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to
make you his own. As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against
the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is
good and right. But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with
all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. Yet if
you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away.’”

20. Did Saul have Samuel’s complete support? Did Samuel ever get over
his feeling of rejection because of Israel’s wanting a king to rule over
them? What is your opinion? Consider 1 Samuel 15:1-35 in your res-
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ponse. We are not given this information. Any answer would be
speculation.

21. God is witness of all you do, think and say! What difference does this
make in the way you live? We should not forget that we will be held
accountable for all of our actions. We live in a covenant relationship
with our creator. He has assured us He will always abide by His
covenant. We must live lives that abide by our part. The penalties for
breaking this covenant are clearly spelled out in Deuteronomy 7:9-11.

22. In what ways can it be said that Samuel atfained the same status of
Abraham and Moses? In what ways did he not measure up to Abraham and
Moses? He was a great prophet, a man of God. He was in the presence
of the Lord since childhood. He was Israel’s leader during the
transition from judges to monarchs. His weak point was his sons.

23. Consider what great things he (God) has done for you! List several of
God’s greatest gifts to you. Individual answers will vary.

24. If you persist in doing evil, you will be swept away! How does this fact
affect the way you live? Remember that we must remain faithful to
God. (See answer to question 21.)

25. Do not be afraid! Verse 20. Of what are you afraid? Is all fear bad? No,
vou must fear the Lord vour God. Remember fear is the Biblical
equivalent of respect. We must respect, honor and worship God.
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