





































































































The word justify in Galatians 3:11 and
elsewhere carried the idea of freeing one from
the guilt of sin. In the passages above it is
evident that the law could not make a person
righteous (right with God), or acquit (free)
him from his guilt.

Under the law, when a person trans-
gressed God’s law one time, he was constituted
a sinner; but the Law of Moses could not offer
the remission of sin. Although it did have blood
sacrifices for sin, it was only the blood of
animals which could never take away sin (He-

. brews 10:4). Sins were atoned for by animal
“sacrifices, but still there was a remembrance
made of those sins once each year. They were
never forgiven as long as there was a remem-
brance of them.

“The Law of Moses” (also called “the
law of the Lord” in Luke 2:22-23 and “the law
of God” in Nehemiah 8:1-8) was not designed
to- last but until the coming of Christ, the

promised seed (Galatians 3:16-19). It was our °

“tutor 'to bring us unto the perfect and all-
sufficient sacrifice, Jesus Christ (Galatians
3:23-25). ‘

- Because the New Covenant is far su-
perior to the Old, the key word in the book of
Hebrews is “better.” In it we have a better law,
a better High Priest, a better sacrifice, better
promises, a better hope.

Y DEAD TO THE LAW

“Christ is become of no effect unto you, who-
soever of you are justified by the law; ye are
fallen from grace” (Galatians 5:4).

The Mosaic Law had a two-fold purpose:
(1) It prepared men for the coming of Christ
and (2) It was a powerful force in discouraging
sin in the life of the Israelite nation (Galatians
3). When Christ had come and when God was
ready to abandon any further favoritism of
Israel, the Law having finished its course, was
permitted to die. Like a wall or partition no
longer needed, it was removed. It ceased to
have authority over living men as certainly as a
dead husband ceases to have dominion over his
surviving widow: .

“Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become
dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye
should be married to another, even to him who
is raised from the dead, that we should bring
forth fruit unto God” (Romans 7:4).

In Romans chapters 3 through 5, Paul
discourses on the obligation of men now to
“the faith” or gospel and that they are now
justified “by faith without the deeds of the
law” (Romans 3:28). Although we have been
“discharged from the law” delivered through

Moses, the writers of the New Testament are .
careful to point out that this new contract
(covenant) also has its rules and regulations.
The gospel, “the faith once delivered to the
saints,” is a “perfect law of liberty” and those
today who would be counted righteous must
walk by .that “rule” (see Jude 3; James 1:25;
Philippians 3:16; 2 Timothy 2:2).

“Shall we sin, because we are not under law,

but under grace? God forbid : . . Being then

made free from sin, ye came the servants of

righteousness” (Romans 6:15, 18).

The main thought of this entire lesson
is that before this New Covenant could take
the place of the Old one, the old had to be re-
moved and made of no effect. This was ac-
complished in the death of Christ. The same
act that abolished the Old ushered in the New.

“He taketh away the first that he may establish
the second” (Hebrews 10:9b).

" “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity,

even the law of commandments contairied in
ordinances” (Ephesians 2:25. The “enmity”
was.that between Jew and Gentile). ~ -
“Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances-
that was against us, which was contrary to us,
and took it out of the way, nailing it to his
cross . . . Let no man therefore judge you in
meat, orin drink, or in respect of an holyday,
or;of the new moon, or of the sabbath days:
Which, dre a shadow . . ..” (Colosstans 2:14,
16,17a), ’

Since the covenant which included the
law written and engraven on stones demanded
perfection (Galatians 3:10), no one could satis-
fy its demands. It was thus called a “minis-
tration of death” and a “ministration of con-
demnation” in 2 Corinthians 3:7-11. This
ministration of death- and - condemnation
worked through fear, and men were goaded by
the threat of punishment by death into keep-
ing the “oldness of the letter” (Romans 7:6).

3 END OF THE SABBATH

. . The ten commandments, which were
part of the law given through Moses, have been
done away (2 Corinthians 3; Colossians 2).
This includes the commandment to remember
the sabbath (seventh day of the week), to keep
itholy. , .
Moreover, the Bible declares when the
sabbath (which was a sign between God and
the Israelites only Exodus 31:13, 17; Ezekiel
20:12) ended. Amos declared: h
“The end is come upon my people of Israel ...
When will the new moon be gone, that we may
sell corn? and the sabbath . . .? It shall come to
pass in that day, saith the Lord God, that I will
cause the sun to go down at noon, and I will
darken the earth in the clear day” (Amos 8:2,5,9).
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When Christ hungon the cfoss it was the sixth

hour of the day — high noon. The sun refused
to shine and darkness was.on the earth. The sun
had gone down at noon; that day was the end
of the sabbath.

Christ, the Perfect One, came and ful-
filled the law, becoming a curse for us (Gala-

tians 3:13; Deuteronomy 21:23). Christ said

concerning the first covenant, “I am not come
to destroy, but to' fulfill” (Matthew 5:17b). If
Christ had come to destroy the law and the
prophets he would have had to prevent the
fulfilment of the prophecies; He came not to do

this, but rather to fulfill them. He kept the

sabbath, the feast days, and other precepts of
the Mosaic Law, and taught others to do so
during His personal ministry (Matthew 23:2-3).
However; after His death and the abolition of

the old law, it is not surprising to observe that.

not one single time do we find a record of
disciples of Christ gathered into a worship as-
sembly on the sabbath day. The sabbath had
commemorated to the Jewish mind deliverance
from bondage. in Egypt (Deuteronomy 5:15),
whereas the first m»% of the week has been ap-
pointed. as the day in which Christians com-
memorate their deliverance from bondage to
- sin by Christ’s death. They partake of the
" Lord’s Supper each first day of the week (Acts
20:7), also known as Sunday.

Y INFANT MEMBERSHIP?

In the old covenant, ‘male children were”
to be circumcised on the eighth day (Deu-

teronomy 10:16). When they were born into

the family of fleshly Israel, this command was

to be obeyed. It had nothing to do with sin as
far as the child was concerned. Children have
in no age been guilty of the sin of Adam or

their parents or anyone else. A
" “The soul that sinneth, it shall die . . . the

righteousness of the righteous shall be upon
him, and the wickedness of the wicked m—S: be
upon him” (Ezekiel 18:20).

- While it is true that the consequence of >mm5.m
sin is passed unto all men (death, Romans 5:12),
it is not true that the guilt of Adam’s sin is in-
herited at the birth of every child. Sin is
“transgression of the law” (1-John 3:4); but
there is no m&: of sin where there is no com-

-mandment’ nor capacity for comprehending
good and evil (Romans 7:7). Jesus proclaimed
of little children, “of such is the kingdom of
God” (Mark 10:14). They are innocent and
pure and safe.

When Jeremiah prophesied that.in the
last days all brethren would know God, “from
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Man tends to choose the wrong pattern
for his life. Jesus is the true pattern for our
lives. If we seek heaven, we must walk in His
footsteps, for He is the only man who has ever
returned to heaven; only He knows the way.
“Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an ex-
.wn.nmwwow that ye should follow his steps” (I Peter

FORGETTING WHAT -2
GONE BEFORE

The dwelling in memory of past suc-
cesses and attainments may prevent us from
achieving more splendid triumphs and suc-
cesses in the future. We are constantly tempted
to make the past our standard of perfection,
thereby reducing our consideration of the
future and of the present. Our hope for the
~ summit lies in forgetting the past and pressing

~onward and upward. .

“Brethren, I count not myself to have appre-
hended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those
things which are behind, and reaching forth unto
those things which are before, I press toward
the mark for the prize of the high calling of God
in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 3:13-14).

Each and every day in our life is a new op-
portunity for an experience of living for
Christ. Each and every day of our life presents
duties to be fulfilled in service to Christ. There
is no such thing as “storing up” past efforts to
take care of our tomorrows. :

On the other hand, thoughts dwelling
on past defeats may prevent our attaining per-
fection today. But we have this satisfaction,
that those mistakes and sins of yesterday, when
forgiven by God, are forgotten. Consciously or
unconsciously, every responsible person is
building on either rock or sand (Matthew 7:
24-27). The foundation of any house, institu-
tion or being is extremely important. Man has
learned he cannot build on a weak founda-
tion; therefore, “let every man take heed how

- he buildeth” (I Corinthians 3:10). Life is lived
a little at a time. This is the only way we can

" and more of Christ.

build our lives. We'cannot live yesterday, for
yesterday is past. We cannot live tomorrow for
it has not come. God expects no man to carry
the burdens of all the future and to solve today
all the problems of the past. He charges us
only to do well in the present. The best prepa-
ration we can make for the future, for tomorrow,
is to live today for Christ.

_ THE GREAT PHYSICIAN
" HEALS

A doctor attends a man that is sick unto
death. Affer examining him closely, he finds a

"body filled with such poison that it not only is

killing the flesh, but is robbing the individual
of joy and peace of what life is left him. Worse,
it is endangering the man’s soul. Such a doctor
was the Apostle Paul. Such a patient was the
church at Corinth. Envy, jealousies, selfish-
ness, hate . . . these were the poisons at work
in this body. The wise doctor, Paul, wrote the
prescription of love. Without a heart filled with
love, no man amounts to anything in the sight
of God. The poison of sin had crowded love out
of the hearts of the Corinthians.

How can health be restored? First, the
poison must be evicted; second, a healthy diet
must be imposed; third, precautions must be
established to prevent a relapse. So it is with
man. Spiritual health takes a correct diagnosis
and effective treatment. Jesus is the Great
Physician who can cure man. He does sao by
showing us sin in its true light (diagnosis),
the shameful and sorrowful result it brings. He
then offers Himself as the Divine sacrifice for
the forgiveness of our sins that we may be re-
stored to favor (health) with God. Then, Christ
leads man in the paths of righteousness and
purity (preventive medicine), forming in him a
righteous character and obedient spirit.

"

“Know ye not that a little leaven leaveneth the

whole lump? Purge out therefore the old leaven,

wrmmﬂwé may be a new lump” (I Corinthians
The leaven that must be purged from our lives
is any habit or practice that is contrary to the
will of God and that will prevent our living for
Christ. It can be purged with the help of Christ
in our lives.

“But ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but

ye are justified in the name of the Lord Jesus,

mnm y_.v. the Spirit of our God” (I Corinthians
We should not be the same man we were before
Christ came into our lives. Each and every day
of our lives there should be less of poison in our
bodies and more of love; there should be less
of world and more of spirituality; less of self
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IMITATE CHRIST'S
X FORGIVING SPIRIT ,

Our. thoughts, our attitudes shape and |
mold us into the life we live. If we live for
Christ, we must have the thoughts and the atti-
tudes Christ displayed when he lived in the
flesh on earth. A part of our living for Christ is
to develop a forgiving spirit toward those with
whom we live and work. Perhaps no place in
the Bible is the lesson of forgiveness better
taught than in Philemon. . Iy

In this short letter the Apostle Paul wrote
to Philemon are all the elements of forgive- |
ness. There is an account of the offense (verses
11 and 18), compassion (verse 10), intercession
-(verses 10, 18, 19), substitution (verses 18,
19), restoration to favor (verse 15), and ele-
vation to a new relationship (verse 16). Every
aspect of divine forgiveness of sin is duplicated |
in the forgiveness which Paul sought for Onesi-
mus, and is a most practical example of Jesus’ |
prayer, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive our |
debtors.” \ -

i

mo_~czq=>4<m;><
% OBTAIN

Competition is a wonderful thing be-
cause it motivates one to deliver his best efforts,
sharpens desires to win the prize. What an
honor it is for the Olympic team to bring home

. the gold medal as the fastest swimmiers, highest -
jumpers, or best runners. Or which one of us : :
does not enjoy rooting for our favorite baseball tithes and his abstinence from the
or football team. .. sinsof most men, _

\ ‘The Apostle Paul reminded the Corinthi- " We should follow our conscience in
an Christians that those who-race do so that all that we do religiously because
they might obtain a corruptible crown, but man is a judge of his own sincerity.
Christians should run the race for a better ~__ {(Proverbs12:15). _ ,
prize, an incorruptible crown. But even the -3, __There are many paths to heaven;
man who strives for the mastery of a race, says * many roads to follow in living for
Paul in I Corinthians 9:24-25, is temperate in Jesus, (John'14i6).

all he does. Even the heathen, when he sets
out to win the race, realizes the value of A
noBUmnmmMMMMMMMQ%%MHW nwhw WMMWVoomcmm o » If the statement is true, encircle the T;
the many obstacles that are in the way of man if false, mw:n:‘m,_m jo _N.. | d on hi
Man’s love for fleshly things, the ways of the T F 1 The:Apostle Paul never rested on Als
world, Satan’s opposition ’ all these are laurels, but worked each day to live
stumblingblocks on the raceway. To overcome I FE 2 W\mn”m“ﬁr.nmvﬁhwwzwn.gﬁwi what
and win takes much disciplining and training ’ . . to build our religi
In man’s race, all run but only one wins. In ww:mzdn we Ma.m *ou g.m. our refigious
God’s race, all who finish the race are winners. ! M. g mouﬂv fans 3¢ )- h b
“Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have T F 3. When God forgives sins, he remembers

entered into the heart of man, the things which . them forever (Hebrews 10:16-17).-
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‘devised”

worship. God’s word contrasts
worship Abel offered “by faith,” with an ex-
ample of worship by Cain,
“By faith Abel offered unto God a more excel-
lent sacrifice than Cain, by which he obtained
witness that he was righteous, God testifying .
of his gifts: and by it he being dead yet speak-
eth” (Hebrews 11:4).
Apparently Cain devised his own worship and
thus did not please God. _

. .A most vivid example of God’s dis-
pleasure at “self-devised” worship is seen in
an Old Testament incident involving un-
authorized worship. . - : .

". “And Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, took
either of them his censer, and put fire therein;"
and put incense thereon, and offered strange fire
hefore the Lord, which he commanded them
fot. And there went out fire from the Lord,
and devoured them, and they died before the
Lord” (Leviticus 10:1,2).

Reverence for God demands that man approach
God in the way God prescribes.

As Paul observed the places of devotion

“to idols in Athens he noticed an altar with the 4
inscription, “TO THE UNKNOWN GOD.”

When addressing worshippers of idols in that
city he told them, ,
“Whom therefore ye ignorantly worship, him
_declare I unto you” (Acts 17:23).

. Obviously, one cannot worship “in truth” if

he is uninformed.

¥ TRUE WORSHIP

In that Jesus speaks of “true worship-
pers” (John 4:23), it is evident there must be
true worship. True worship is offered “in spirit
and in truth.” Worship “in spirit” must be

'more than lip service (Mark 7:6,7); it must be an

outpouring of praise from the inner man

(Ephesians 5:19). Shakespeare aptly illustrated

{4

Words fly up, my

this point when he wrote:
words, without

thoughts remain below:
thoughts, never to heaven go.”
True worship is often misunderstood.
Those who comprise the congregation are not
an audience assembled to witness a- per-
formance, but rather, God is the audience and
each worshipper has anactive part. In worship
according to the New Testament each Christian
is a “priest” offering up “spiritual sacrifices,
acceptable to God” (I Peter 2:5; Revelation
1:6). True worship begins with the offering of
self ds a “living sacrifice” (Romans 12:1)
and continues as each worshipper offers up
“sacrifice of praise to God continually, that
is the fruit of our lips” (Hebrews 13:15). True
worship also benefits the worshippers because
they teach and admonish one another (Co-

lossians 3:16); for this reason Christians are
admonished:
“let us consider one another to provoke unto
-love and to good works: Not forsaking the as-
sembling: of ourselves together . . . but exhort-
ing one another” (Hebrews 10:24,25).

% PATTERN FOR WORSHIP

_The New Testament reveals definite
ways by which worshippers may approach God
“in spirit and in truth.” Each medium of
worship affords a channel for expressing praise,
m&ﬂ.mﬂo: and reverential awe to the Living’
God. .

1. Christians in New Testament days
“continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doc-
trine . . .” (Acts 2:42). As in Jewish synagogue

- worship before the church was established, the

Scriptures were read aloud in Christian
worship (Colossians 4:16; 1 Thessalonians

 5:27; Revelation 1:3). When disciples of
Jesus assembled upon the first day of the week

there was preaching, as Acts 20:7 indicates.
No doubt they were taught “to observe all
things” the Lord commanded (Matthew 28:20)
and were exhorted to be “doers of the word,
and not hearers only” (James 1:22). Worship
“in spirit and in truth” by those who read
God’s word, or who exhort hearers in preach-
ing, does not lead one to seek the praise of men.
Rather, it is acceptable only if God speaks
through them to the people (I Peter 4:11).
Hearers worship “in spirit and in truth”
through this medium, not merely by listening,

but by attending to every thought from God’s

word with sincere effort made at personal
application. Those who read and preach for
praise do not worship, they perform. Hearers
who listen only to compliment or criticize do
not worship, they judge. ,

Lesson 11, page 2
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2. Disciples of Jesus also “continued
steadfastly in . . . fellowship” (Acts 2:42).
Fellowship indicates “joint participation.”
There are many forms of fellowship in the
Christian life. As indicated here, one aspect
was probably the sharing of their financial
responsibilities in serving God through of-
ferings made in their worship. Christians are to
give of their material blessings “upon the first
day of the week” as they are prospered (I
Corinthians 16:2) and as they have purposed
- in‘their hearts (2 Corinthians 9:7).

3. In its early history the church “con-
tinued steadfastly in . . . breaking of bread”
(Acts 2:42). This is the Lord’s Supper eaten
every first day of the week (Acts 20:7). Divinely
inspired counsel guides its observance on Sun-
day, the day of resurrection, in memory of the
sacrificial death of the Christ (I Corinthians
11:20-29). Loving respect for the will of God
preserves the day, the frequency and the form
of observing that memorial “in spirit and in
truth.”

4. Prayer is also a medium through
which God is worshipped. First century dis-
ciples “continued steadfastly . . . in prayers™
(Acts 2:42). When Jesus taught his disciples to
pray he began by saying, “OGur Father which
art in heaven, Hallowed be thy name . ..”
(Matthew 6:9). When worshippers pray, they
address God. If there is no sense of God’s
presence then there is no worship. .

- 5. The New Testament also indicates
that Christians' are to express adoration and
praise to God through singing in worship.

“Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
‘in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19).
“Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly
in all wisdom; teaching and admonishing one
another in psalms and hymns and spiritual
songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the
Lord” (Colossians 3:16).

€€

Christians do not worship “in spirit and
in truth” merely by singing together. One
might worship only with the lips and thus be-
come a performer rather than a worshipper.
God desires men to be worshippers, not per-
formers and spectators. .

It is significant to note that the early
church did not use instruments of music in
worship. Use of music in worship other than
singing is not authorized in the New Testa-
ment. Just as there is no authority for adding
elements to the Lord’s Supper other than bread
and fruit of the vine, so out of respect for God’s
pattern of worship men should offer the kind

of music God authorizes, i.e., singing. Loving

reverence and respect will not presume upon
the Living God.
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organized right and where churches function
in a way that pleases God, the gospel has to
be taught and followed as a »

:Egmﬂi:«oﬂ
uauxwﬁ: in all things (Hebrews 8:4-5; 2 John
mL. 4. ‘,

Bt
©THy WORD |6 TRUG FROM THE BEGINNING! AND EVERY |
ONE OB THY RIGHTEEUS JUDSMENTS ENCURGTH FOREVIR!

% PURITY OF DOCTRINE

Preachers who worked with congre-
gations in the' days of the New Testament
writers were divinely instructed to hold to and
preach the pure doctrine of Christ. While
Timothy was working with the church in
Ephesus, the Holy Spirit through Paul greatly
admonished him to preach the gospel and noth-
ing but the gospel.

"“As I besought thee to abide still at Ephesus,

when I went into Macedonia, that thou mightest N

charge some that they teach no other doctrine,
neither give heed to fables and endless geneal-
ogies, which minister questions, rather than
godly edifying which is in faith: so do” (Timothy
<l:3,4). :

Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine;
continue in them: for in doing this thou. shalt
both ‘save thyself and them that hear thee”
(Timothy 4:16).

“Hold fast the form of sound words which thou
hast heard of me, in faith and love which is in
Christ Jesus (2 Timothy 1:13).

“Thou therefore, my son, be strong in the grace
that is in Christ Jesus. And the things that thou
hast heard of me among many witnesses, the
same commit thou to faithful men, who shall
be able to teach others also” (2 Timothy 2: 1,2).

A church can only be as pure as the doc-
trine taught in it is pure. Often someone says
that it does not matter what one’s doctrine is,
as if to say that doctrine is not important, but
something else is important. But, the Bible, in
the foregoing and many other passages, abun-
dantly emphasizes the necessity of having the
right doctrine (John 12: 48; 2 John 9,10). Doc-
trine is teaching, and one must receive the
right teaching to be right with the Lord. A
church that does not receive the doctrine of
Christ and téach and practice it cannot be

right with the Lord. This is absolutely obvious - =

to every person that really studies the Bible. -

¥ RIGHT ORGANIZATION

“Paul and Timotheus, the servants of Jesus
Christ, to all the saints in Christ Jesus which
are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons”
(Philippians 1: 1). ,

Each congregation of the church that we
read about in the New Testament was inde-
pendent or autonomous. Where there were
men qualified, each congregation had bishops
to oversee it and deacons to serve under these
bishops. There was a plurality of bishops in
each congregation that had bishops (Titus I:
5-9; Acts 14: 23). The qualifications of bishops,
or elders are given in Titus 1, and 1 Timothy 3.
The qualifications of deacons are given in
1 Timothy 3. _

The terms “‘elders”, ‘“‘presbyters”,
“bishops”, “overseers”, and “pastors” are
used in the New Testament to refer to the same
persons. These terms did not designate dif-
ferent offices. There is no authority in the word
of God for one man being “the pastor”, or
“the elder”, or “the bishop™ over a congre-
gation of the Lord’s people, or over a group of
congregations. One or more or all of the elders
might be able to preach the word, but they
would not have to be preachers in the sense
that others may be who devote their full time to
preaching the word. The government of the

- Lord’s church is that each congregation be

overseen by its overseers (bishops or elders)
as they are guided by the Head, even Christ
Colossians 1:18. The gospel has to be preached,
accepted and followed if the church is every-
where organized in the way pleasing to God.

[T THE SWORD OF THE SPIRIT..I6 THE WORD OF GODL_ £4%




Y WHY PREACH THE WORD?

1. Thatsouls may be saved.

“For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ:
for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Jew first and also to
the Greek” (Romans 1: 16).

2. That men may be made free from
their sins.

“And ye shall know the truth and the truth shall
make you free” (John 8: 32),

3. For the obedience of faith. Speaking
of the gospel, Paul said:

“But now is made manifest, and by the scrip-
tures of the prophets, according to the com-
mandment of the everlasting God, made known
to all nations for the obedience of faith” (Ro-
mans 16: 26). .

4. That people may be added to the
Lord’s church wherein they can reach the
blood of Christ.

“Then they that gladly received his word were
baptized: and the same day there were added
unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts
2: 41). “And the Lord added to the church
daily such as should be saved” (Acts 2: 47).

5. That congregations may be or-
ganized properly and that they may do the work
God expects of them and that they may worship
God as he directs.

“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stead-
fast, unmoveable, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your

labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Corinthi-
ans 15: 58).

Lesson .12, page 3
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INSTRUCTIONS: It is well to read the entire lesson through care-

fully before attempting to fill out the answers to the questions on
this Quiz sheet. You will notice thot the questions are numbered
to. muatch the sectien numbers in the lesson proper. if in doubt
about the correct answers, check through your lesson again by
sections: Use your Bible freely. May God bless you as you study.

vmmb.nI_zQ AND ORGANIZING CHURCHES

~ Lesson Twelve

% Check (1) the word or phrase in each

group that applies to the statement.

(1) Jesus said the seed of the kingdom is:

() The traditions of men; -
( ) Whatever one thinks is right;
( ) Theword of God. =~ - :

(2) Congregations of the Lord's’ people can
function properly only as the people in
them follow: S
( - ) Their feelings; .

( ) The pure gospel of Christ;

- { ) Awell written human creed book.

While Timothy was at Ephesus the Holy
.. Spirit admonished him to be sure to preach
= ond teach: ;

) Whatever the people wanted to hear; .

() The best traditions and philosophies
of the Greeks; :
{ ) Nothing but the gospel.

<
S

>

; Smdpn’mydﬂathndnudinwﬂdzshd-h-ﬂlbowdldmm

t

% If the statement is true, encircle the T;
iffalse, encircletheF. ..~ -

T F (1) The doy of Pentecost following the
resurrection of Jesus was the day the
Lord started his church. (Acts: 2: 1-4;
41-47). e

(2) On that day of Pentecost the aposties
told men they could have remission of
sins by faith without being baptized.
(Acts 2: 36-38). o ,
(3) Those who gladly received the word
argued with Peter and the other apostles -
i and contended that baptism was not
.. necessary to reaching remission of sins.
S (Acts 2: 38, 41).
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| PETER - HOPE BASED
ON ACTIVE FAITH

While James pointed to the joy to be
found in time of temptation, Peter emphasized
hope for the iltimate end of persecution, and
the reward for. continuing in the faith. Chris-
tians are to be sustained in temptation by the
power- of God exercised through their faith
(I Peter 1:5). But faith must first be tried, as
gold in the refiner’s fire (I Peter 1:7), before it
can end in the final salvation of the soul
(I Peter 1: 8,9).

" Faith includes obedience, for to those
who believe, Christ is precious; but he is dis-
allowed by the disobedient (I Peter 2:7). no
matter how strongly they may speak of their
faith. That Christian works prove faith was
borne out by Peter, as he wrote, .

“that, whereas they speak against you as evil-

doeers, they may by your good works, which they

shall behold, glorify God in the day of visita-

tion” ( I Peter 2:12).

When faith is proven by well doing, un-
just critics will be silenced (I Peter 2:15).

Peter also wrote that faith is. demon-
strated by wives being in subjection to their
husbands, as the: word decrees (see Ephesians
5:24). A woman’s faith shows in her behaviour,
and even in the way she dresses (I Peter 3:2-4).
A Christian’s faith should be such, that those
who speak of him as an evildoer will “be
ashamed” that they “falsely accuse your good
conversation in Christ. For it is better, if the
will of God be so, that ye suffer for well doing,
than for evil doing” (I Peter 3:16,17).

A life of faith prevents indulgence 1n
the works of the flesh, such as described in
1 Peter 4:3. Faith is shown by works of love,

stewardship, scriptural speech, and ministering

to ‘others, as pointed out in the fourth chapter.
Any reproach, then, that must be borne, will be
for the name of Christ. ‘

“Yet if any man suffer as a Christian, let him not

be ashamed; but let him glorify God on this be-

half” (I Peter 4:16).

PETER - FAITH BASED ON
ﬂ,.rv KNOWLEDGE -OF TRUTH-
readers against accepting false doctrines which

In his second letter, Peter warned his
were then, and are now, prevalent in the world.
There were those who denied the diety of
Christ, who indulged all sorts of fleshly and
passionate appetites in the name of religion,
and who rejected the apostles’ teaching re-

garding the judgment, the end of the world, .

and the final destruction of heaven and earth.
Peter strongly advised that, in order to maintain

his faith, the Christian must possess knowledge

of the truth which is from God.

‘The precious faith is obtained through

knowledge of God, and of Jesus our Lord,
“According as his divine power hath given unto
us all things that pertain unto life and godli-
ness, through the knowledge of him that hath
called us to glory and virtue” (II Peter 1:3).

To this faith must be added the Christian
characteristics (II Peter 1:5-7), if a Christian
is to be fruitful and acceptable-to.God. Faith is
not based upon fables (II Peter 1:16), but upon
the accounts of faithful eyewitnesses and the
prophecy of Scripture, which came not “by
the will of man: but holy men of God spake as
nrmvwimum moved by the Holy Ghost” (II Peter
1:21).

Peter also described how a saving faith
can be undermined by false teachers who
bring in damnable heresies, “even denying the
Lord that bought them” (II Peter 2:1). He as-
sured his readers, however, that these would
have their ultimate reward:

" “For it had been better for them not to have
known the way of righteousness, than, after
they have known it, to turn from the holy com-
mandment delivered unto them” (II Peter 2:21).
~ The letter concludes with an admonition

to carefully consider our manner of life, and to
be steadfast in faith by growth “in the knowl-
edge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ”

(II Peter 3:18).

| JOHN - FAITH AND LOVE
IN DEED AND TRUTH

The first letter of John begins with the
testimony of faithful witnesses,” who heard,
saw and felt Christ, the Word of life; and this
testimony is the foundation of faith today. This
writer too, testified that faith is proven by our
actions, our walk in the light. (I John 1:7).
The proof of our faith, or that we know Him, is
that “*we keep his commandments” (I John 2:3).

It is not the man that says he has faith,
but the one who demonstrates it who is ac-
ceptable with God.

*

“Little children, let no man -deceive you: he
that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as
_he is righteous” (I John 3:7).

Again, the proof is in the doing. Love,
John’s theme and the outgrowth of faith, is
also shown by tangible acts or deeds.

“My little children, let us not love in word,
neither in tongue; but in deed and in truth”
(1John 3:18). K ’

John had just stated that if 2 man has this
world’s goods, sees a brother in need, and does
not respond to that need, the love of God does
not dwell in him. Faith and love are mere

Lesson 13, page 2

'

\



\

empty words without deeds of love, concern,
and obedience. .
In the last two chapters of the book, John

warned his readers to try the spirits, lest their
faith be placed in a falsehood, and admonished -
all to prove their love for God by loving their
fellow man. He asserted that faith is the
principle by which man is born of God (I John
5:1), and defined love as obedience.

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his

commandments” (I John 5:3). B

11 &Il JOHN - TWINS OF
Mﬁ !

TRUTH
In the final twin letters of John, the aged
wwoﬁ_mm&omnm&_oa\m,

which he again de-

scribed.
“And this is love, that we walk after his com-
mandments” (11 John 6).

He emphasized the importance of doc-
trine (II John 9,10), or truth (III John 3-5).
John concluded his writing with the same key
thought of this lesson: -

-~ “He that doeth good is of God: he that doeth
evil hath notseen God” (111 John 11). .

In this lesson, through our survey of the
letters written by James, Peter and John, we
‘have seen the relationship of faith and works

as complementary and completely harmonious |

with one another. Each writer, in order, seems
to develop the theme of Paul in 1 Corinthians
13:13:

“And now abideth faith, hope, charity (love),

these three; but the greatest of these is charity
(love)” i
James deals with faith, the foundation;

Peter with hope, the framework; and John with
love, the peak or zenith of the Christian life.
All three maintain that these parts of a develop-
ing faith are proven by works. The challenge
which every true believer should not only ac-
cept, but welcome, is, “show me thy faith”
(James 2:18)..

2

“Eaith withott works
Js, dead” [James 2:

_brr!_. 13, page 3
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false, circle | .
T F L. Faith is miraculously bestowed .in
wn o to.moan, . >

a

. - sovethe
" F 3.1t is si

preservation o
(1 Peter 1:9) o
‘Christ is precious to a true believer,
but ‘a stumbling stone to the diso-

oo

s a Christian, He
b Id not be ashomed, but g

of each quotation. All are in H Peter.
. L 1. "And besides this,
diligence,
virtue
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The theory that Jesus will come to rule
a thousand years upon the earth is without
Bible foundation. Many facts show this.

1. The earth will be destroyed at
Jesus’ coming (2 Peter 3:10-11). Jesus will
not be able to rule on an earth that has been
burned up and dissolved. ]

~-*-2, There is no passage in the Bible
that literally speaks of Jesus setting foot on
this earth again. He is to come in the clouds
(Revelation 1:7). Saints will meet him in the
air (1 Thessalonians 4:17). Nothing is said
about his either setting foot upon the earth or
ruling upon the earth when he returns. = '

3. Jesus is already reigning on the
“throne of David” (Acts 2:30-31). He has
authority in heaven and in earth (Matthew
28:18). There is no other throne for him to sit
on. There is no other kingship for him to re-
ceive (1 Timothy 6:14ff).

% HOW WILL HE COME? -

The New Testament reveals many
things about the nature of Jesus’ coming.
1. His coming will be viewed by all. .
John says, “every eye shall see him” (Reve-
lation 1:7). Jesus said that it would be like the
‘lightning that cometh out of the east and is
seen even in the west (Matthew 24:27). When
He comes, it will not be secret. Everyone will

know itatonce. !

2. His coming shall be in the clouds
(Revelation 1:7). This was the promise of the
angels at the time of Jesus’ ascension (Acts

1:11).

3. His coming will be with angels
(2 Thessalonians 1:7). Jesus says that the Son
of man shall come in glory with his holy
angels (Matthew 25:31).

4. At His coming the world shall be
destroyed (2 Peter 3:9ff). Matter which was
formed, by the word of God (Genesis 1:1) and
is bnmw‘mln_% sustained by the same word
(Hebrews 1:3), shall dissolve into the nothing-
ness from which it was created.

5. At His coming the dead shall be
raised (Revelation 20:12ff). Paul said that at
Jesus’ coming the dead in Christ shall rise
first and then the living shall be caught up
from the earth (I Thessalonians 4:16) and
changed in a twinkling of an eye (1 Corinthi-

ans 15:51-52). Both the good and the bad

shall be raised in that “hour” (John 5:28-29).
If one should hear some theory of man

about Jesus’ second coming which does not

conform to these Scriptural facts, then he can

know that the theory is untrue. Jesus warns,
“if any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is
Christ, or there; believe it not. For there
shall arise false Christs” (Matthew 24:24).

The State of Man
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% WHY WILL HE COME?

When Jesus came the first time, it was
to save the world (John 3:17). The next time
he comes, he will come as a judge (Acts 17:
31). The judgment that Jesus will exercise
when he returns will involve three things.

1. His judgment will separate the
good from the bad. This separation is figura-
tively spoken.of as a separation of the sheep
and goats (Matthew 25:31ff). John pictures

Jesus sitting on a great white a.:.oamzrmmgm .

€<

the living and the dead with the “bgoks” and
the “book of life” (Revelation mc;m.mw?. )

2. Jesus will come to render venge-
ance (2 Thessalonians 1:7-9). Those who are
unprepared to meet him will be left out of the
marriage feast (Matthew 25:1ff). Those who

did not practice Christian charity will be cast

into everlasting fire (Matthew 25:46). Those

who ‘did not use their talents will be cast
into outer darkness where there is weeping
and gnashing of teeth (Matthew 25:30). Those
who have not obeyed Jesus will be rejected
as workers of iniquity (Matthew 7:23).

3. Jesus will come to reward. The
same passages which tell of vengeance above
also tell of reward to the righteous. Paul said,
“For I recognize that the sufferings of this
present time are not worthy to be compared
with the glory which shall be revealed in us”
(Romans 8:18). A good figurative description
of the reward of the righteous is found in
Revelation 21:1-27.

sk A PERSONAL MESSAGE
TO YOU

Peter said that one should be “looking
for and hasting unto the coming of the day of
God” (2 Peter 3:12). This is possible only
when one is a faithful Christian. Too often
people are prone to wait for a “convenient
season” to become a Christian or to start liv-
ing the Christian life. The primary practical
lesson to be learned from Lesson 14 is this:
My life should be such that I am ready to
meet Jesus any time.

If you are not ready to meet Jesus, then
your mind is troubled. You are being denied
the “peace that passeth understanding” and
the faith that can give meaning to life and
hope in death. Jesus came and died on the
cross to make these blessings possible for you.
If your life is such that you are not ready to

meet Jesus, then for you, Jesus died in vain. .

There are

Lesson 14, poge 3
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~'this Quiz sheet. You will notice

INSTRUCTIONS: 1t is well to read the entire lassen through care-
fully before attempting to fill aut the answers to the questions on

that the questions are numbered
“to.match the section numbers in the lesson proper. If in doubt
about the comsct answers, chack through \2:. loszon again by
" sections. Use your Bible freely. May God bless you as you study. .

~ JESUS IS COMING!
Lesson Fourteen

Stident may datach end send in sherdad Quiz Sheat —if will be gruded od ar etorned

% If the statement is true, encircle the
T;if false, encirclethe F. | :
T F 1. The term “marandtha” means “Our
.~ LordCome” (1 Corinthian 16:22)
T F 2. The New Testament teaches  that
" faithful Christians are to dread the
' ‘time when Jesus shall come ogain (2
. Peter 3:12) ; e
T F. 3 The resurrection of Jesus from the
: grave is the assurance that God. has
‘given the world that Jesus is coming
cd again {Acts 17:31) .
T F 4. The books of Genesis and Ruth tell
' ubout the second coming of Jesus.

% " Check (1) the word or phrase in each
group that applies to the statement.
... 1, Sefting a date for the coming of Jesus
is . .

() a sign of great learning

" ( )-indication that God has spoken

. tothe individual

() foolishness ‘. :

2. The period of the “last days” began
7 )in the days of John the apastle
( ) after the First World War
{ ) when the first Pope began in

rule in 606. v .

" 3. The reason that Jesus has not already
e T comeis: : - .
() because he has to wait for all
the prophecy to be fulfilled .
() because of his long-suffering”
. () because it is a false hope
4. Jesus will come e
() after all of the world is ex-
pecting him . . .
() and be seen of only a few
L ) as a thief in the night

T AV.P#V : nrmnre\v each true mw&mlni

1. Jesus will come again fo rule in Jerusalem.

2. There is no passage which tells of Jesus
" setting his foot on earthagain... f
" 3. The earth will be destroyed at Jesus’ coming.
4. Jesus is presently ruling on David's throne. ;
5. Jesus will not punish the evil in judgment. .
6. When Jesus comes again, he will be our judge. -




Lesson 1

1 TRUE-FALSE
Q)
1. TRUE - FALSE:
1-T
2-T
3-F
2. CHECK THE WORD:
1 Moses .
2 Its family type of
worship through the
_father in each family
3 The Christian Age
3. "OT" or "NT':

1 OoT 6 NT

2 NT 7 OT

3 OT 8 OT

4 OT 9 NT

5 OT 10 OT

4, CHECK THE TRUE

STATEMENT:
Number 1

5. COMPLETE THE
TEXTS:

last, his Son
3 rejecteth, judgeth, -
word, judge

Lesson 2

1. CHECK THE WORD:

1 Beginning

2 Patriarchal

3 Moses

2. COMPLETE THE
STATEMENT:

1 beginning, created,
heavens, earth

2 Adam, Christ

3 sin, law, sin,
transgression

3. IN YOUR OWN
WORDS:

1 The wickedness of
man was 80 great that
it repented God he had
made man, Gen 6:5-8

2 He was a righteous
man who found favor
in the sight of God
Gen, T:1

3 He obeyed God, real-

izing that God means

what he says and says |-

what he means.
4, TRUE - FALSE:

T
F
F

[

4T
5. MATCH:

Abraham - Offered his
promised son

Isaac - Had twin sins

Jacob - Father of 12
tribes

Esau - Like a hairy
garment-

Joseph -~ An Egyptian
ruler

Lesson 3

1., TRUE ~ FALSE:
1-F

3 four, Moses, 40
4. CIRCLE CORRECT
WORDS:

1 To Jews only

2 National

3 Christ

4 Could not

‘5 Two

Lesson 4

1. TRUE - FALSE:
1~F

2-T

3-T

2. CHECK THE WORD:

1 -Judges

2 Samson

3 Ruth

3. FILL IN BLANKS:

1 Samuel

2 Nations

3 Kish

4, CHECK THE TRUE
STATEMENT:
1 true
(2 & 3 are false)
5. MATCH:

2 (David)

3 (Jesus)

1 (Nathan)

6. UNSCRAMBLE:

1 Solomon

2 Temple

3 fear, God, keep,
commandments :

7. COMPLETE THE
TEXTS:

1 things, aforetime,
learning, patience,
comfort, Scriptures,
hope

2 law, schoolmaster,
bring, Christ

3 sanctified, offering,
body, once

BIBLE SURVEY COURSE

2. CHECK THE
ANSWER:
1 Isaiah
2 Zerubbabel (Ezra
5:2) -
3 Is conditional upon
- the peoples' behav-
jor
3. PERIOD OF HISTORY
HISTORY:

1 Post Exilic-Mal.
2 Assyrian -Nah.
3 Exilic ~Dan,
4 Exilic -Ezek.
5 Assyrian -Isa.
6 Assyrian -Amos -
7 Assyrian -Mic.
8 Babylonian-~Jer.
9 Babylonian-Hab.
10 Assyrian -Hos.
4, CHECK TRUE
STATEMENT:

1

(others false)
5. BASIC THEME:

1 Hosea, see 6-C in
lesson text

2 Nahum, see 6-F
in lesson text

3 Micah, see 6-E
in lesson text

Lesson 6

1. TRUE - FALSE:
1-T .
2-T
3-F
2. CHECK THE
WORD:
1 Jesus Christ
2 Jesus
3 Nicodermus
3. CHECK THE TRUE
STATEMENT:
2 ;
3
(1 1s false)
4. COMPLETE THE
TEXTS:
1 this is my blood,
new testament,
shed for, remission
of sins
2 believeth, baptized
saved
3 all power, unto me,
heaven, earth

Lesson 7

1. TRUE - FALSE:
1-F
2-T
3-T
2. CHECK THE WORD:
1 Jerusalem
2 the church of the
Uving God
3 Isaiah 9:6-7
3. CHECK THE TRUE
STATEMENT:

~ o

+2, & 3 are false)
4, TRUE - FALSE:

= g ] e g

5. FILL IN BLANKS:
1 sworn, truth,
David
2 give, throne,
David, kingdom
3 dead, burled,
prophet, sworn,
oath, Christ
6. COMPLETE:
1 days
2 last days
7. UNDERSCORE THE
CORRECT ONE:
had its begioning on
Pentecost

(LN

Deduct 3 points for
each one missed

Deduct 4 points for

each one missed

Deduct 6 points for
each one missed

Deduct 3 points for
each one missed

Deduct 4 points for
each one missed

Deduct 3 points for
edch one missed

Deduct 3 points for
each one missed
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