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have boldly predicted the exact time. For instance,
William Miller, one of the fore-runners of the
Seventh Day Adventists, predicted that Christ
would return in 1844, In 1844 he changed the
date to 1845; then finally gave up in humiliation.
Later, C. T. Russell, one of the founders of the
Jehovah’s Witnesses, predicted that Christ would
come in 1914; when Christ did not appear, he
changed the date to 1918. J. F. Rutherford,
Russell’s successor, predicted in his book,
Millions Now Living Shall Never Die, that the
Lord would return in his life time. Rutherford is
now dead, but his book remains to testify to the
folly of setting a date for the Lord’s coming.

Matthew 24:1-36 is often used by religious
teachers to predict the time of Christ's coming.
The wars, famines, earthquakes, etc. mentioned
in this passage are thought to apply only to
these modern days. However, a careful examina-
tion of the passage shows that these signs refer
primarily to the time preceding the destruction of
Jerusalem in A.D. 70 (see especially Matthew
24:1-2,16,20 and the parallel passage in Luke
21:20-24). Jesus emphatically asserted that
these signs would be fulfilled in the first century
generation (Matthew 24:34). Jesus did not say
that He would come in that generation but that
He would come ‘‘immediately after the signs and
tribulation of Jerusalem’s destruction (Matthew
24:29-31). The expression, ‘‘immediately after’’
is explained in verse 33 as meaning ‘‘near, even
at the doors.”” As we learned above, the Lord’s
coming has always been near, even *‘‘before the
door’’ (James 5:9). Thus, immediately after
Jerusalem’s destruction in 70 A.D. (which in
God’s mind may be two days or two thousand
years, II Peter 3:8), Christ’s second coming was
to be, and still is, the next great event to occur.
But as to exactly when it will occur, no one
knows.

This suspenseful ‘‘uncertainty,”’ and the
constant ‘‘nearness,’”” of the Lord’s coming
encourages the church of every century to be in
a continual state of watchfulness: ‘‘Watch there-
fore . . . be ye also ready: for in such an hour as
ye think not, the Son of man cometh’’ (Matthew
24:42-44). This type of watchfulness does not
spend time eyeing the heavens or tryingto dis-
cover the number of days, months or years before

the Lord comes (I Thessalonians 5:1-8). Rather,
Christians must patiently, diligently and con-
stantly practice the will ofvGod in preparation
for the Lord’s return (Matthew 24:44-51; 25:1-13;
IT Peter 3:10-14). But how will we know when He
has come?

II. HOW WILL CHRIST COME AGAIN?

Some men teach that Christ’s coming will be
secret. For instance, the Jehovah’s Witnesses,
after setting 1914 and later 1918 as the date of
Christ’s coming, later decided that Christ came
in 1914 after all, but appeared secretly to only
a few people. However, the Bible says not to
believe in secret appearances (Matthew 24:26).
Jdesus further explained, ‘‘For as the lightning
cometh of the east, and shineth even unto the
west; so shall also the coming of the Son of man
be’’ (Matthew 24:27). Everyone can see lightning
from all directions; so will everyone see Christ’s
coming.

A few religious groups teach that when the
Lord first returns, He will gather only the right-
eous in a secret rapture which the wicked will
not witness. But the Bible says *‘all tribes’’,
‘‘all nations’’, both righteous and wicked, shall
see the Lord coming to gather His elect (Matthew
24:30-31). John emphatically exclaimed, *“Behold,
he cometh with clouds; and every eye shall see
him, and they also which pierced him.’’ (Reve-
lation 1:7).

When Christ returns, He ‘‘shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel and with the trumpet of God” (I Thes-
salonians 4:16),. The stars of heaven shall fall;
the powers of the universe will be shaken.
Surrounded by His mighty angels He will come
‘‘in the clouds of heaven with power and great
glory’’ (Matthew 24:29-31). All nations will be
gathered to witness His glorious return. But
why is He coming?

III. WHY WILL CHRIST COME AGAIN?

The Bible says that Christ is coming to (1)
deliver up His kingdom to God, (2) resurrect all
the dead, and (3) execute the final judgment.

A. CHRIST IS COMING TO DELIVER THE
KINGDOM TO GOD

Concerning Jesus’ return, Paul explained,
“Then cometh the end, when he shall have
delivered up the kingdom to God, even the
Father; when he shall have put down all rule
and all authority and power’’ (I Corinthians
15:24). Thus, Christ is coming, not to establish
His kingdom, but to deliver it up to God. Many
passages teach that Christ is already reigning
in His kingdom.

As noted in lesson 6, the church and the
kingdom are identical. Christ established His
kingdom in the first century (Mark 1:15; 9:1;
Acts 2:30-36; Colossians 1:13; Revelation 1:6,9).




Consequently, Christ began reigning on Pentecost
when His church or kingdom was established
(Acts 2:30-36).

Secondly, Paul taught that Christ must reign
before death is destroyed (I Cor. 15:25-26). Paul
also says that death is destroyed when Christ
comes to resurrect the righteous (ICor. 15:52-57).
Therefore, Christ must reign before His coming,
not afterwards as some religious groups teach.

After Christ’s resurrection, God set Him *‘at his
right hand, far above all principality and power and
might and dominion and every name that is named”’
(Ephesians 1:20-21). He will remain there until all
His enemies are destroyed, at which time He will
also cease His reign (Hebrews 1:13). Therefore,
in this present age, Christ *‘‘rules in the midst of
his enemies’ (Psalm 110:2) as ‘‘prince of the
kings of the earth’’ (Revelation 1:5). He is ‘‘King
of kings and Lord of lords’ (I Timothy 6:15).
He has made the citizens of His kingdom (church
members) to be ‘‘kings and priests unto God’’
(Revelation 1:6; I Peter 2:9). Paul said, He ‘‘hath
raised us up together, and made us sit together in
heavenly places in Christ Jesus’’ (Ephesians
2:6), In this sense, Christians sit and spiritually
reign with Him now for a complete period of time
(represented in Revelation 20:4 by a ‘‘thousand
years’’). Jesus said His kingdom was not of this
world (John 18:36) but a spiritual kingdom which
dwells in men (Luke 17:21). When He delivers the
kingdom to God at His coming, then the faithful
shall reign with Him in glory, not for a thousand
years, but ‘‘for ever and ever’ (Revelation
11:15; 22:5; II Timothy 2:12).

B. CHRIST IS COMING TO RAISE THE DEAD

Remember that everyone, including the wicked
who have already died, will witness Christ’s
glorious return (Revelation 1:7)., This will be
possible because ‘‘the hour is coming, in which
all that are in the graves shall hear his voice,
and shall come forth; they that have done good,
unto the resurrection of life; and they that have
done evil, unto the reswurrection of damnation”’
(John 5:28-29). Notice that all the dead, both
righteous and wicked, will be raised in the same
‘“‘hour’’. Even the wicked who were punished
physically in ancient times will be present on
that day (Matthew 11:21-24), Those who repented
in Old Testament days will be raised face to
face with the wicked Jews who rejected Christ
(Luke 11:32). Paul said, ‘‘There shall be a
resurrection of the dead, both of the just and
unjust’’, (Acts 24:15). Note the phrase, “‘a”
resurrection, not ‘‘two’’ resurrections. Religious
theories that use highly figurative passages to
teach two resurrections (the resurrection of the
righteous separated from that of the wicked by a
thousand years), do not agree with these plain
statements of Scriptures.

The resurrection of the wicked dead is vividly
described in Revelation 20:12-15. Concerning the
righteous, the Bible teaches that dead Christians
will rise first and that afterwards the Christians
still living will be ‘‘caught up together with them
in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air’’ (I
Thessalonians 4:15-17). Elsewhere. Paul explains
that the resurrected bodies of the righteous will
not be natural, physical bodies, but spiritual,
heavenly bodies (I Corinthians -15:42-53). Paul
strongly declares that the resurrectedbodies will
not be composed of ‘‘flesh and blood’ (I Corin-
thians 15:50), We must say with the apostle John,
‘It doth not yet appear what we shall be; but we
know that, when he shall appear, we shall be
like him"’ (I John 3:2).

But why is Christ coming to raise the dead?

C. CHRIST WILL FINALLY COME TO JUDGE
ALL MEN

Christ is coming to raise the dead that He might
execute final judgment upon all men. ‘‘We shall

all stand before the judgment seat . . . every
knee shall bow . . . everyone . . . shall give
account . . . to God’* (Romans 14:9-12).

The basis of Christ’s judgment will be man’s
actions in this life. ‘‘For we must all appear
before the judgment seat of Christ that every one
may receive the things done in his body’* (II
Corinthians 5:10). Man will be judged by his
deeds in the body, not out of the body, nor after
death. Also man will be judged by what he per-
sonally does. Revelation 20:13 describes judg-
ment as follows: ‘‘the dead . . . weré judged
every man according to their works.’’ The Bible
never mentions anything about a person being
blessed at judgment for the works of another.

Since man is judged by the deeds of his own
personal life, no ome still living can perform
deeds that affect the destiny of the dead. Nor
can the dead suffer a brief purging in a temporary
state of torment and later change their destiny.
In Luke 16:19-31, Jesus described Hades, the
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REVIEW TO REMEMBER

Instructions: Place an X over the correct answer.

True False 1. The Bible is man’s final rule
“of faith,

True False 2. Man must believe, repent,
confess and be baptized to be
saved.

True False 3. We

can restore the original
church by returning to the Bible
alone.

THINK AND SELECT

Instructions: Place an X over the number of the

1.

&

correct answer,

The early church thought that Christ's second
coming (1) could not occur in their time
(2) was near and could occur at any moment
of their lives (3) would never occur. (Phili-
ppians 4:5; James 5:8-9; Revelation 22:12).

. The ‘‘nearness’’ of the Lord’s coming from

the first to the twentieth century is explain-
ed by Peter’'s statement that (1) God is slack
concerning His promises (2) The Lord’s
coming was not ‘‘near’’ in the first century
(3) a thousand years are as one day with
the Lord. (Il Peter 3:8-9).

. Jesus said that He would return at a time

(1) known by His disciples (2) unknown only
to the wicked (3) unknown by all men.
(Matthew 24:36,44).

. The signs and the destruction of Jerusalem

mentioned in Matthew 24 indicate that
Christ’s coming (1) is near only in these
modern days (2) was not near in the first
century (3) was near in the first century and
is still near. (James 5:8-9; Matthew 24:33,34).
The constant ‘‘nearness’’ of Christ’s coming
ensures that the church will be continually
watching and preparing (1) only in the first
century (2) only in the twentieth century
(3) in every century. (Matthew 24:42-44).
The type of watchfulness that Christ desires
is to (1) eye the heavens constantly to the

10.

11.

12,

13.

14,

15.

. The Bible says that man (1) should believe

‘The kingdom of Christ (1) was established

neglect of family and work (2) spend time
seeking to know the times and seasons of
Christ’s return (3) spend time diligently
living the Christian life in preparation for
his return. (Matthew 24:44-51; 25:1-13;
I Thessalonians 5:1-8).

in secret comings of Christ (2) should not
believe in secret comings of Christ,
(Matthew 24:23-28).

Christ’s coming to gather His elect people
(1) was in secret in 1914 (2) is to be seen
only by the righteous in a secret rapture
(3) is to be seen by everyone, all nations,
both the righteous and the wicked. (Matthew
24:27,30,31; Revelation 1:7).

Christ is returning to (1) establish His king-
dom on the earth (2) deliver the kingdom to
God (3) do nothing about His kingdom.
(I Corinthians 15:24).

in the first century (2) has not been estab-
lished (3) was established in 1914. (Mark
1:15; 9:1; Acts 2:30-36; Colossians 1:13;
Revelation 1:6,9). .

Christ’s reign is to endure until the last
enemy is destroyed, which is (1) life (2) sin
(3) death. (I Corinthians 15:25-26). i
Death, the last enemy, will be destroyed
(1) 1000 years after the righteous are raised
(2) at His second coming, when the righteous
are raised (3) before the righteous are raised.
(I Corinthians 15:52-57).

Since Christ will reign until (or before) the
last enemy is destroyed, we must conclude
that Christ (1) is reigning now before He
comes again (2) will not reign until after He
comes again (3) has already completed His
reign.

In this present age, Christ (1) rules as King
of kings and Lord of lords (2) does not rule
as king. (Revelation 1:5; Ephesians
1:20-22; 1 Timothy 6:15).

Jesus said that His kingdom on earth was to
be (1) a material kingdom of display and
power (2) a spiritual kingdom, not of this
world, but of the world of righteousness,




dwelling within man.

(Luke 17:21; John

18:36).

16. After Christ delivers the kingdom to God,
Christians will reign with God and Christ
for (1) 1000 years (2) for ever and ever
(3) some limited period of time. (Revelation
22:5; II Timothy 2:12).

Instructions:

1.

. Therefore,

. After

THINK AND CHOOSE

Place the letter of the correct
answer on the blank.

The wicked dead who were punished
physically in ancient days will (a) not
be resurrected (b) be resurrected.
(Matthew 11:21-24).

All the dead, both the righteous and
the wicked, will be raised (a) at the
same hour in one resurrection (b) in
two resurrections a thousand years
apart (¢) never. (John 5:28-29; Acts
24:15).

In the resurrection the righteous will
have (a) natural, physical bodies of
flesh and blood: (b) no bodies (c) super-
natural bodies of flesh and blood
(d) spiritual, heavenly bodies without

flesh and blood. (I Corinthians 15:42-53).

Christ will execute judgment upon
(a) some of the wicked (b) all the
wicked only (¢) all men, the wicked
and the righteous. (Romans 14:9-12).
Every man, whether wicked or righteous,
will be judged according to the deeds
done (a) only in his own body before
death (b) by others on his behalf
after death (¢) in his spirit after
death, (If Corinthians 5:10).

After death, the spirit of a wicked
man (a) can be purged after temporary
suffering (b) can be helped by priests
saying mass (c) enters a state of
torment from which there is no escape
to comfort. (Luke 16:19-26; II Peter
2:4-9).

after death man’s final
destiny (a) can be changed by friends
still living (b) can be changed by a
second chance before judgment (c) is
forever sealed with only the judgment
to look forward to. (Hebrews 9:27).
Christ separates the wicked
from the righteous He will send the
wicked (a) to their graves in peace
(b) to heaven (c) to hell, a place of
punishment in fire. (Matthew 5:22;
25:30,46).

. The punishment of the W\y{ked in hell

will be (a) temporary pain (b) mere
physical death (c) everlasting torment
for ever and ever. (Revelation 20:10;
Mark 9:43-44; Matthew 25:46; II Thes-

12.

13,

14.

salonians 1:9).

. When Christ returns the present material

universe will (a) continue as it is now
(b) be burned up and dissolved (c) be
purged with fire but not dissolved.
(II Peter 3:10-11).

The Bible describes the reward of the
righteous as (a) two hopes: one in
heaven for a few of the righteous and
the other on earth for the rest (b) one
hope: the heavenly, spiritual habitation
of a “new heaven and new earth’
reserved in Heaven forever (c) one
hope: a blessed life on the earth for a
thousand years. (Ephesians 4:4;
I Peter 3:13; Hebrews 11:13-16;
I Peter 1:3-4).

When Christ comes again, He will
(a) establish His throne on the earth
(b) meet the righteous in the air and
80 ever be with them (c) meet His
saints on earth. (I Thessalonians
4:16-17).

In the resurrected state men will (a)
continue to marry and have children
(b} not marry, but be as angels in
heaven (c) live just as people do
today. (Matthew 22:30; Luke 20:34-36).
When Christ returns, the righteous will
be rewarded with (a) the inheritance of
the kingdom and the beauty, glory,
purity and eternity of heaven (b) the
torment of Hell (c) eternal nothingness.
(Matthew 25:34;Revelation 21:4;16-23).

SUMMING UP THE TRUTH

Instructions: Place an X over the correct answer.
Yes No 1. Can the time of the Lord’s coming

Yes No 2.

Yes

Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes
Yes

Yes

No

No

No
No

No
No

No

be known by man?

Should the church of every century

expect Christ’s coming at any

moment of their lives and constantly
watch and prepare for it?

. Will Christ first appear in secret
to only a few people instead of to all
people of all nations.

. Is Christ coming to deliver the king-
dom to God instead of to establish
the kingdom?

. Will all the dead, both righteous and
wicked be raised in one resurrection?

. Can man’s destiny be changed or
improved by himself or others after
death?

. Will the punishment in Hell be ever-
lasting torment for ever and ever?

. Will all the righteous be rewarded
with the beauty and glory of eternal
life in Heaven?

. Should man prepare now for Christ’s
second coming?
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God knows that you are a sinner (Romans 3:23).
We all have sinned by personally transgressing
God’s law either by word, deed, or thought (I John
1:8; 3:4). As a transgressor of God’'s law you are
lost, justly condemned to punishment by a just
God (Romans 6:23; 11:22). But God is more than
just!

He is also merciful, not wanting anyone to
perish (II Peter 3:9). How, then, can the conditions
of both justice and mercy be satisfied? The answer
is Jesus Christ, in whom justice and mercy meet
(Romans 3:;25-26). Although Jesus satisfied jus-
tice’s demands of a perfect life (I Peter 2:22), He
died on the cross paying the penalty of a common
criminal. God, therefore, will accept Christ’s
perfect life and undeserved death as the penalty
that justice requires for your sins and the sins of
all mankind (I Peter 2:24; I John 2:2). God offers
to you, dear reader, the righteousness which Christ
earned (II Corinthians 5:21). Through Christ, you
may have God’s unspeakable gift of salvation.

Lesson 5—You Must Fulfill Your Part In Accepting
Salvation

God freely offers you salvation. But to accept
salvation, you must so completely surrender your
life to Christ that He becomes more important to
you than fame, fortune, family, or friendships
(Luke 14:25-33; Philippians 3:8).

To surrender to Christ, you must first believe
in Jesus as the Son of God (John 3:16). Then,
trusting in Jesus, you must repent of your sins
(Acts 17:30-31). Repentance is a decision to
leave sin and follow wherever Jesus may lead.
Next, as a penitent believer you must publicly
confess your faith in Jesus (Romans 10:9-10),
thereby pledging allegiance to the king of your
life. You complete your initial surrender to Christ
by being baptized in water (Acts 2:38; I Peter
3:21). In baptism you will receive forgiveness of
sins (Acts 2:38; 22:16), be saved from the punish-
ment for past sins (Mark 16:16), enter Christ
(Galatians 3:27), and begin a new life (Romans
6:1-6).

That baptism is immersion is evidenced by the
definition of the original word, by Bible examples
(Acts 8:36-39) and by statements that baptism is a
burial and resurrection (Colossians 2:12). Those

not having the proper baptism are instructed to be
rebaptized (Acts 19:1-5). Therefore, if you have
not been immersed for the right purpose (remission
of sins), or if faith, repentance and confession did
not precede your baptism (as in the case of in-
fants), you should be re-baptized.

After baptism you must daily surrender to Christ
(Luke 9:23) by growing in Christian character and
knowledge (II Peter 1:5-12)., However, when you
sin after baptism, you must immediately repent,
confess and pray for forgiveness (I John 1:8-10;
Acts 8:22); otherwise you will fall from grace and
lose salvation (Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 10:26-31).
By remaining faithful to Christ until death, you
will receive eternal life (Revelation 2:10).

III. GOD PLANNED THE CHURCH OF CHRIST
FOR YOU

Lesson 6—God Established the Church for You

When your surrender to Christ is completed in
baptism; God will add you to His church (Acts
2:41,47). Conditions of church membership are
identical with conditions of salvation (I Corinth-
ians 12:13; Galatians 3:26-27). The church thus
contains all saved people (Ephesians 5:23). You
should consider the church as supremely important
because it fulfills God’s eternal purpose for you
(Ephesians 3:10-11,21). Having purposed the
church in the beginning, God promised it in the
Patriarchal Age (Genesis 12:1-3; Galatians
3:7-9, 14, 26-29), prophesied it in the Jewish
Age (Daniel 2:1-45; Isaiah 2:1-3), prepared
it in the days of Christ (Mark 1:15, Matthew
10:7), and presented it as an established fact
in the Christian Age (Acts 2:1-47; Colossians
1:13). The crowning symbol of its worth is that
Jesus purchased it with His own precious blood.
(Acts 20:28).

God’s reasons for establishing the church also
makes it of supreme importance. God called the
church out of a sinful world to be the body of the
saved (Ephesians 5:23), a kingdom of service
(I Thessalonians 2:12), a temple of worship
(I Peter 2:5,9), a nation of holiness (I Peter
1:15; 2:9) and a family of fellowship (I Corinth-
ians 1:9). No other institution can challenge you
with a higher or nobler calling.

SALVATION

The Divine Part Your Part
Christ Crucified | Complete Surrender

* Justice * Faith

* Mercy * Repentance

* Grace * Confession

* Love * Baptism

* Pardon * Christian Life




Lesson 7—God Reveals to You the Plan of Organi-
zation for the Church

The church is sometimes referred to in a univer-
sal sense (Matthew 16:18) and sometimes in a local
sense (I Corinthians 1:2). The organization of the
universal church has three basic components: a
head, spokesman, and a body. Jesus Christ is the
only head, and therefore the only one with the
right to give commands to the church (Ephesians
1:22-23). Apostles and prophets are Christ’s
spokesmen (Ephesians 2:19-20). The Holy Spirit
miraculously inspired them to reveal and confirm
Christ’'s message (John 16:13; Hebrews 2:3-4).
Having fully revealed and confirmed the word
(Jude 3), miraculous powers ceased. But the same
apostles and propnets of the first century continue
to guide the church through their writings in the
Bible (II Timothy 3:16-17). The body (the church)
is composed of all of its members throughout the
world (Romans 12:4-5). Just as the physical body
obeys its head, so the church must obey Christ.

The universal church is divided into local con-
gregations or churches. Each congregation is
autonomous (independent of the others). A group
of men called elders (bishops or pastors), who
meet certain qualifications (I Timothy 3:1-7; Titus
1:5-9), oversee the work and spiritual welfare of
the members in their local congregation (Acts
14:23; Acts 20:28). Never does the Bible mention’
one bishop over many churches but always many:
bishops over one church. Serving under the elders:
in each local church are deacons, evangelists,
teachers, and members (Philippians 1:1; Ephesians -
4:8-12). As a member of the church, you will be a’
part of the universal church and a member of a
local congregation where you will find abundant
opportunities to serve,

Lesson 8—God Provides You the Pattern of Unity
for the Church

Although believers in Christ are divided by
denominationalism and religious confusion,
Jesus prayed and planned that His church be
united (John 17:17-22; I Corinthians 1:10-15;
Ephesians 4:1-6). The churches scattered over
the world in the first century, far from being
divided, had common characteristics. They all
followed the same doctrine as now revealed in
the New Testament (Galatians 1:6-8). United in
love, churches helped destitute saints in another
congregation athousand miles away (II Corinthians
8). They used only those names that gave glory,
not to man, but to God and Christ: the church of
God, the Churches of Christ, Christians, etc.
(I Corinthians 1:2; Romans 16:16; Acts 11:26).
Churches in every place had the same member-
ship requirements — those discussed in Lesson
5. People did not receive salvation first and then
join a church;they were saved and God immediate-
ly placed them in His church (Acts 2:41,47;
I Corinthians 12:13). Each congregation had the
same organization as studied in Lesson 7. Their

worship services were all characterized by sing-
ing without accompaniment of instruments
(Ephesians 5:19), prayer (I Timothy 2:8), liberal
giving (I Corinthians 16:1-2), study of God's
word, and the Lord’s Supper each first day of the
week (Acts 20:7).

By being obedient to God’s pattern of unity,
the many local congregations composing the one
church pleased God without being Roman Catholic,
Protestant or Jew. What a beautiful picture of
unity!

Does your Church have the

same characteristics of unity

that the Church of the New
g, Testament had?”

* Doctrine * Membership

* Love requirements
* Names  * Organization
* Love

Lesson 9—God Wants You To Restore the New
Testament Church

Unfortunately, the church later fell away from
the truth, even as Jesus and the apostles pre-
dicted (Matthew 24:11; II Thessalonians 2:3;
I Timothy 4:1-5). God’'s plan of organization was
gradually changed from many bishops over one
church to one bishop over many churches (Acts
14:23; Philippians 1:1). The church’s doctrine and
worship was corrupted in such things as the
priesthood (I Peter 2:5), the purpose of the
Lord’s Supper (I Corinthians 11:23-28; Hebrews
10:10-12), and the exaltation of Mary (Luke
11:27-28; 1 Timothy 2:5). The church’s conduct
was corrupted by forbidding bishops to marry
(I Timothy 3:2; 4:1-3) and open immorality.
Attempts to reform the apostate church resulted
in divided Protestantism: many churches differ-
ing from the early church in name, organization,
doctrine and worship. Such division is contrary
to God’s will (Ephesians 4:4-5; I Corinthians
1:10-14).

But you have a choice other than the apostate
church or divided Protestantism. You can restore
the true church as it existed originally. Remember
that the word of God is living seed (I Peter 1:23)
and that by continuing in His word you will be
His true disciple (John 8:31). Consequently by
planting, and continuing in, the same word of
God which produced the church of the first
century, you can restore the same, non-sectarian,
undenominational church of Christ, composed of
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to memorize completely their words (2) taught
that the church would always have inspired
men to teach them God’s word (3) recorded all
of God’s will in writing. (I Timothy 3:16-17;
II Peter 1:12-15; John 20:30-31; Luke 1:1-4).
The New Testament was written so that.
(1) everyone can be confused and ignorant.
(2) you and everyone can understand and obey
it (3) no one, except priests, can understand
it. (John 20:30-31: Ephesians 3:4; II Thessa-
lonians 3:14).

Your final religious authority should be (1)
the Bible (2) modern day revelations (3) church
tradition (4) man’s own conscience. (I Timothy
3:16-17; Matthew 15:7-9).

LESSON IV

How many men have sinned? (1) None .2) All
(3) Some. (Romans 3:23).

As transgressors, all sinners are justly (1)
saved (2) condemned to punishment (3) with-
out condemnation. (Romans 6:23; 11:22).
Because God is also merciful He desires to
(1) condemn man (2) save man (3) destroy man.
(II Peter 3:9).

Jesus’ perfect life and sacrificial death satisfy
God’s (1) mercy only (2) justice only (3)
justice and mercy. (Romans 3:25-26).

God will accept Christ’s perfect life and un-
deserving death as the penalty that justice
requires for (1) Christ’s sins (2) the sins of
good people (3) your sins and the sins of all
mankind. (I Peter 224; I John 2:2),

God offers to you and all menthe righteousness
which (1) you and others must earn (2) no one
can earn. (3) Christ earned. (II Corinthians
5:21).

LESSON V

In order to receive God’s gift of salvation you
must (1) do nothing (2) only believe that Christ
died for your sins (3) surrender your life
completely to Christ. (Luke 14:25-33; Phil-
ippians 3:8).

To surender to Christ you must first (1)
acknowledge the Pope as the church’s head
(2) believe in Jesus as the Son of God (3)
study the doctrines of a denomination. (John
3:16).

After faith, you must repent of your sins by
(1) only being sorrowful for your sins (2)decid-
ing to leave most of your sins (3) deciding
to leave all sin and follow Jesus wherever
He goes. (Acts 17:30-31).

After faith and repentance you must (1) confess
Him before men (2) deny Him before men
(3) keep secret your faith in Him. (Romans
10:9-10; Matthew 10:32-33).

You must complete your initial surrender to
Christ by (1) joining a denomination (2) being
baptized by immersion in water (3) being

35.

36.

37.

38.

sprinkled with oil and water. (Mark 16:16;
Acts 2:38; 8:36-39).

You must be baptized (1) to save another
(2) in order to be saved (3) to show you were
saved before baptism. (Mark 16:16; Acts
2:38; 22:16; I Peter 3:21).

A correct subject for baptism is one who
(1) is an infant without faith (2) has first
believed, repented and confessed (3) believes
but has not repented. (Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38;
Romans 10:9).

If you were not a proper subject for baptism
or if you were baptized for the wrong purpose
or with the wrong mode, you have had the
wrong baptism and should (1) not be baptized
again (2) be baptized again. (Acts 19:1-5).
After baptism, Christians (1) cannot lose their
salvation (2) must daily surrender to Christ
or lose their salvation (3) can live the way
they please and remain saved. (Luke 9:23;
Galatians 5:4; Hebrews 10:26-31).

THINK AND CHOOSE

Instructions: Place the letter of the correct answer

in the blank.

LESSON VI

1. After surrendering to Christ in faith,
repentance, confession and baptism,
(a) you should join a denomination
(b) God will add you to His church
(c) you have no obligation to be part
of any church. (Acts 2:41.47; 1 Corin-
thians 12:13).

2. Since the church fulfills God’s eternal
purpose you should consider the church
as (a) unimportant (b) good but not
necessary (c) supremely important.
(Ephesians 3:10-11,21).

3. The church is so important that God
(a) purposed it after Christ died (b)
allowed man to plan it (c) purposed it
in the beginning and promised, prophesi-
ed and prepared it for centuries before
establishing it on the day of Pentecost.
(Acts 2:1-47; Ephesians 3:9-11).

4, The church is so important that (a)
Christ purchased it with His Dblood
(b) John the Baptist established it
(c) mere humans planned it. (Acts
20:28).

5. The church is composed of (a) all
saved people (b) part of the saved
people (c) none of the saved people.
(Ephesians 1:22-23; 5:23).

6. The church’s calling to salvation,
service, worship, holiness, and fellow-
ship is (a) inferior in comparison to the
callings of other institutions (b) is more
noble than that of any other institution.
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LESSON VI

Who is the only head of the umiversal
church? (a) The -successor of Peter
(b) Jesus Christ (c) Mary. (Ephesians
1:22-23),

Who are the spokesmen that miraculously
revealed and confirmed Christ’s message
to the world? (a) Only the apostles and
prophets of the first century (b) Only
Peter (c) Peter’'s Successors. (John
16:13; Ephesians 2:19-20; I Corinthians
12:28).

Since the original apostles fully reveal-
ed and confirmed the written word,
miraculous powers (a) continue on
(b) have ceased. (Hebrews 2:3-4; I Cor-
inthians 13:8-10).

The same apostles and prophets of the
first century live on in their same
capacity today by speaking to us
through (a) angels (b) other inspired
men (c) their writings, the Bible.
(II Timothy 3:16-17).

The universal church is divided into
(a) denominations (b)dioceses (c)synods
(d) local churches or congregations.
(Romans 16:16; I Corinthians 1:2) .

What group of men oversees the work and
spiritual welfare of a local church?
(a) Archbishops (b) Bishops (elders or
pastors) (c) Priests (d) Deacons. (Acts
20:28; Titus 1:5-9).

How many bishops (elders) did each
local congregation have in the first
century? (a) One (b) None {(c) More
than one. (Acts 14:23; Philippians 1:1).
Which of the following are not mentioned
in the New Testament as- a church
office? (a) Pope, cardinals and arch-
bishops (b) Deacons, evangelists,
teachers and members (c) Bishops
(elders or pastors).

As a member of the true church of Christ
you will be a member of a local church
where you will find (a) no work (b}
abundant opportunities to serve.

LESSON VIII

Christ prayed and planned that His
church be (a) divided into denominations
(b) united on His words (c) united on
error. (John 17:17-22; 15:10,14; Ephe-
sians 4:1-6).

The many congregations scattered over
the world in the first century were
united in (a) papal authority, the Latin
language and the sacraments (b) ritual,
infant baptism, faith in an infallible
church (¢) doctrine, love, names, mem-
bership requirements, and worship.
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The church of the first century used
(a) man-made names (b) names of men
(¢) names that gave glory to God and
Christ. (I Corinthians 1:10-15; Romans
16:16; Acts 11:26).

Which of the following acts of worship
were not a part of the worship of the
churches of the first century? (a) Sing-
ing and praying (b) Instrumental music
and incense (c) Giving and the Lord’'s
Supper (d) Preaching of God’s word.
By being obedient to God’s pattern of
unity for the church the many local
congregations composing the original
church (a) pleased God in being united
(b) displeased God by being united
(c) were hopelessly divided into denom-
inations.

All local cengregations of the first
century worshipped on (a) Saturday
(b) the first day of each week (c) the
first Sunday of each month, (Acts
20:7; 1 Corinthians 16:1-2).

LESSON IX

The Bible predicted that the church
would later (a) remain in perfect accord
with God's word (b) fall away from the
truth into error (c) develop more perfect
unity. (Matthew 24:11; I Timothy 4:1-5;
II Thessalonians 2:3).

The church fell away from the truth by
(a) keeping God’'s plan for unity in the
Bible (b) changing the organization,
worship, doctrine, etc. as prescribed by
the New Testament (c) following the
Bible too closely. (I Timothy 4:1-3).
What did the word of God produce when
it was planted in honest hearts in the
first century? (a) Denominations (b) The
Roman Catholic Church (¢) A non-
sectarian, undenominational church of
Christ composed of only Christians.
(I Peter 1:22-25).

Since seed always produces after its
kind you can restore the church just
as it was in the first century by (a)
preaching different doctrines (b) teach-
ing the Bible and the creed of your
denomination (c) planting the same
seed, Christ’'s word in the New Testa-
ment. (John 8:31).

LESSON X

God wants us to do His will now be-
cause Jesus (a) is not coming for many
years (b) has already come (c) may
come at any moment. (Matthew 24:36,44).
When Christ returns He will raise
(a) only the righteous (b) only the




